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Credit Hour Explanation
 

 
Program Learning Goals
 
Note: these are required for all undergraduate degree programs and majors now, and will be required for all graduate and professional degree programs in
2012. Nonetheless, all programs are encouraged to complete these now.
 

 
Assessment
 
Assessment plan includes student learning goals, how those goals are evaluated, and how the information collected is used to improve student learning. An
assessment plan is required for undergraduate majors and degrees. Graduate and professional degree programs are encouraged to complete this now, but will
not be required to do so until 2012.

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Economics MA Program

Last Updated: Myers,Dena Elizabeth
05/26/2011

Fiscal Unit/Academic Org Economics - D0722

Administering College/Academic Group Social And Behavioral Sciences

Co-adminstering College/Academic Group

Semester Conversion Designation Converted with minimal changes to program goals and/or curricular requirements (e.g., sub-
plan/specialization name changes, changes in electives and/or prerequisites, minimal changes in overall
structure of program, minimal or no changes in program goals or content)

Current Program/Plan Name Economics

Proposed Program/Plan Name Economics MA Program

Program/Plan Code Abbreviation ECON-MA

Current Degree Title Master of Arts

Program credit hour requirements A) Number of credit hours
in current program (Quarter

credit hours)

B) Calculated result for
2/3rds of current (Semester

credit hours)

C) Number of credit hours
required for proposed

program (Semester credit
hours)

D) Change in credit hours

Total minimum credit hours required for
completion of program 45 30.0 32 2.0

Required credit hours
offered by the unit Minimum 45 30.0 32 2.0

Maximum 45 30.0 32 2.0

Required credit hours
offered outside of the unit Minimum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Maximum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Required prerequisite credit
hours not included above Minimum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Maximum 0 0.0 0 0.0

Program Learning Goals Per the discipline norm, our MA curriculum is embedded in the first-year core curriculum of our Economics PhD

program; students obtain MA in Economics en route to their PhD.  The MA program goal is to attain proficiency in

core concepts and methods.

•

Goal 1 (Knowledge): to obtain a breadth of core knowledge in microeconomics, macroeconomics and econometrics.•
Goal 2 (Proficiency): to attain technical proficiency in order to analyze, manipulate and interpret advanced models in

the core areas of microeconomics, macroeconomics and econometrics.

•

Goal 3 (Concepts and Methods): to master core concepts and methods in microeconomics, macroeconomics and

econometrics.

•

Goal 4 (Research Perspective): to comprehend advanced research material, and to gain a perspective to identify

areas of potential innovations and new applications.

•
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Is this a degree program (undergraduate, graduate, or professional) or major proposal? Yes

Does the degree program or major have an assessment plan on file with the university Office of Academic Affairs? Yes
 
Summarize how the program's current quarter-based assessment practices will be modified, if necessary, to fit the semester calendar. 
N/A as we envisage no changes in the goal, the governance and the essential structure of our MA program embedded in the core course curriculum of our PhD
program.  We maintain the scope of our curriculum and the quality of our qualifying exams at the level competitive with the top dozen programs of our discipline
norm.  The external review committee in 2006 formally endorsed our practice and governance of the graduate program.  We have detailed the means to assess
effectiveness and achievement of our PhD program in Section 15 of our Quarter to Semester Conversion Template attached.

 
Program Specializations/Sub-Plans
 
If you do not specify a program specialization/sub-plan it will be assumed you are submitting this program for all program specializations/sub-plans.

 
Pre-Major
 
Does this Program have a Pre-Major? No

 

 

 

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Economics MA Program

Last Updated: Myers,Dena Elizabeth
05/26/2011

Attachments ECONOMICS@S2QConversionCoverLetter.pdf: Department Chair Letter

(Letter from Program-offering Unit. Owner: Miyazaki,Hajime)

•

SemesterConversion$ECON$MA@DGSFinal.pdf: MA Conversion Proposal

(Program Proposal. Owner: Miyazaki,Hajime)

•

Division Cover Letter for Economics.doc: Division Letter

(Letter from the College to OAA. Owner: Mumy,Gene Elwood)

•

Comments Our Conversion Proposal Document includes Program Rationale Statement, Program Requirements, List of

Semester Courses, Semester and Quarter Advising Sheet(s), Transition Policy, and Assessment Conversion. (by

Miyazaki,Hajime on 10/31/2010 04:30 PM)

•

Workflow Information Status User(s) Date/Time Step

Submitted Miyazaki,Hajime 11/03/2010 01:30 AM Submitted for Approval

Approved Vanarsdale,Sonya Renee 11/03/2010 10:07 AM Unit Approval

Revision Requested Mumy,Gene Elwood 05/05/2011 01:40 PM College Approval

Submitted Miyazaki,Hajime 05/05/2011 04:06 PM Submitted for Approval

Approved Miyazaki,Hajime 05/17/2011 12:40 AM Unit Approval

Approved Mumy,Gene Elwood 05/17/2011 04:01 PM College Approval

Approved Myers,Dena Elizabeth 05/26/2011 08:59 AM GradSchool Approval

Pending Approval Soave,Melissa A

Cameron,Erin Marie
05/26/2011 08:59 AM CAA Approval
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May 17, 2011 
 
Chairs Arts and Sciences CCI & CAA 
 
Dear Chairs: 
 
At the undergraduate level the Department of Economics has two major programs:   
 
The Bachelor of Arts Economics major 
The Bachelor of Science Economics major.  
 
 In his cover letter, Department Chair Donald Haurin has explained in very careful detail the 
consideration given by the Department to the semester conversion plans for these two majors and the 
nontrivial changes made to the majors in the conversion.  Economics has characterized the changes to the 
majors as minor, which is correct in the sense that the thrust of the two majors has not changed nor have 
the basic program goals.  There have, however, been significant changes made. 
 
First, the two principles courses, Microeconomics and Macroeconomics, have been decimalized into two 
categories, one meant to provide the service level courses demanded by several other programs in the 
University and the other taught at a slightly more demanding level for majors and minors.  Second, in line 
with the more demanding math requirement at peer universities for the BA, a pre-calculus math 
requirement has been added for the BA degree.  Third, to add more breadth and/or depth, an additional 
upper division elective has been added to both degrees.  Finally, although Intermediate Microeconomic 
Theory is already decimalized into calculus and non-calculus versions, a third even more advanced 
version has been added for high ability BS students that will provide the basis for entry into top graduate 
programs in the field. 
 
These conversion plans were reviewed by me and the Social Sciences Disciplinary Advisory Panel (SS 
DAP) and enthusiastically endorsed.  We submit Economics’ conversion plans to you for the 
consideration of your committees. 
 
At the undergraduate level the Department also offers an Economics minor.  The minor was recently 
revised to allow greater student flexibility and the only change for the semester version is the plan to 
direct students into the more rigorous decimalized versions of the principles courses meant for majors and 
minors.  The SS DAP and I have reviewed the conversion plan and endorse it.  As a result I submit it to 
you for CCI’s and CAA’s consideration. 
 
At the graduate level the Department offers the Ph.D., the MA, and a Graduate Minor in Economics. 
Department Chair Donald Haurin explains the care taken to insure the content of these programs has been 
repackaged and updated to the standards of the top programs in the country, while also enabling the 
temporal sequencing of the program to remain unchanged.  The way this has been accomplished in the 
Ph.D and MA programs is by taking three-quarter course sequences and repackaging them into four 
seven-week modules with the same contact time, which allows first and second year students to do course 
work in three content areas in the temporal sequence needed.  As the MA only depends on successful 
completion of the first-year core and passing a qualifying exam at the end of the year, its structure is 
almost completely unchanged.  After the first year, students in the Ph.D. program can do sequences of the 
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field courses in the same temporal order as under quarters because of the use of combinations of seven 
week and full fourteen week courses. 
 
The Graduate Minor consists of courses designed for it and can be completed without taking a sequence.  
As a result the semester courses are straight conversions of the quarter courses. 
 
The approval process for all Ph.D. and MA programs in SBS was that all of them were first examined and 
discussed for feedback and improvement by the SBS Graduate Committee, which is made up of the 
graduate directors.  When ready for final consideration in the Division they move to the Social Sciences 
Disciplinary Advisory Panel (SS DAP).  For other graduate programs in SBS the departments work with 
the associate dean and then the programs are sent to the SS DAP when ready. 
 
The SS DAP has approved the Economics Ph.D. and MA programs after minor changes and I endorse 
that decision and now submit them to CAA and the Graduate School for their consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Gene E. Mumy 
Associate Dean of Arts and Sciences/Social and Behavioral Sciences 
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07/01/2010, 10/30/2010, 05/16/2011 

Quarter to Semester Conversion: M.A. Program 
 
GENERAL PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 

1. Economics 

2. M. A. 

3. Department of Economics 

4. Graduate degree program (d) 

5. Converted with minimal changes to program goals and/or curricular requirements 

(b) 

 
 
PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
 

6. List program learning goals: (Not Required for graduate programs at this time) 
 
7. List semester courses that constitute requirements and other components of the 

program 
 
All 7000 and 8700 level courses correspond to the first-year Ph.D. level courses and 
thus belong to the M.A. curriculum  
 
Required Courses (32 credit hours): core courses in microeconomics, 
macroeconomics and econometrics  
 

 8711 Microeconomic Theory IA (3) 
 8712 Microeconomic Theory IB (3) 
 8713 Microeconomic Theory IIA (3) 
 8714 Microeconomic Theory IIB (3) 
 8721 Macroeconomic Theory IA (3) 
 8722 Macroeconomic Theory IB (3) 
 8723 Macroeconomic Theory IIA (3) 
 8724 Macroeconomic Theory IIB (3) 
 8731 Econometrics I (4) 
 8732 Econometrics II (4) 
  

Complementary Courses:  These courses are electives and not required for the degree, 
but serve as technical complements or prerequisites to core and advanced courses in 
microeconomics, macroeconomics and econometrics.  
 

 7700 Mathematics for Economics I (3) 
 7701 Mathematics for Economics II (3) 
 8781 First Year Research Principles and Techniques (1-3) 

CAA 
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8. Append a current and proposed curriculum advising sheet 
 

CURRENT (QUARTERS): 
 
M.A. in Economics Requirements: The Graduate School requires 45 graduate credit hours.  
No student may receive a master's degree whose graduate grade point average is below 3.0.  
The Department of Economics provides a Plan B (comprehensive examination without 
thesis) curriculum for the MA degree.  The requirements for the MA degree in economics 
include satisfactory completion of the statistics and econometrics sequence, 640–740–741.  
Students are urged to take the sequences in microeconomics (804–805–808) and 
macroeconomics (806–807–809).  The Master’s Examination Committee of each MA student 
is composed of three Graduate Faculty members in the Department:  the student’s adviser, 
who serves as chair of the committee, and the chairpersons of the microeconomics and 
macroeconomics Qualifying Examination Committees.  
 

Required Courses (45 credit hours) 
 

 640 Probability Theory (5) 
 740 Inference and Decision Analysis (5) 
 741 General Linear Regression Analysis (5) 
 804 Microeconomic Theory I (5) 
 805 Microeconomic Theory II (5) 
 808 Microeconomic Theory III (5) 
 806 Macroeconomic Theory I (5) 
 807 Macroeconomic Theory II (5) 
 809 Macroeconomic Theory III (5) 
 

Complementary Courses, elective and not required 
 
700 Advanced Mathematical Techniques in Economics (5) 
701 Dynamic Analysis in Economics (5) 

 
 
PROPOSED (SEMESTERS) 
 
M.A. in Economics Requirements: The Graduate School requires 30 graduate credit hours.  
No student may receive a master's degree whose graduate grade point average is below 3.0.  
The Department of Economics provides a Thesis Plan curriculum for the MA degree in 
Economics.  In addition to passing the M.A. Examination, which consists of the Qualifying 
Examination in Microeconomics and the Qualifying Examination in Macroeconomics, the 
student must successfully complete the core courses in microeconomics (8711-8712-8713-
8714), macroeconomics (8721-8722-8723-8724) and econometrics (8731-8732).  The 
Master’s Examination Committee of each student is composed of three Graduate Faculty 
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members in the Department: the student’s adviser, who serves as chair of the committee and 
the chairpersons of microeconomics and macroeconomics Qualifying Examination 
Committees. 
 

Required Courses (32 credit hours) 
 8711 Microeconomic Theory IA (3) 
 8712 Microeconomic Theory IB (3) 
 8713 Microeconomic Theory IIA (3) 
 8714 Microeconomic Theory IIB (3) 
 8721 Macroeconomic Theory IA (3) 
 8722 Macroeconomic Theory IB (3) 
 8723 Macroeconomic Theory IIA (3) 
 8724 Macroeconomic Theory IIB (3) 
 8731 Econometrics I (4) 
 8732 Econometrics II (4) 
  

Complementary Courses, elective and not required 
 7700 Mathematics for Economics I (3) 
 7701 Mathematics for Economics II (3) 
 8743 Econometrics III (3) 
 8781 First Year Research Principles and Techniques (1-3) 

 
 

9. Provide a curricular map that shows how and at what level the programs courses 
facilitate students’ attainment of program learning goals  (Not Required for 
graduate programs at this time) 
 
 

10. Provide a rationale for proposed program changes and a description of how the 
changes will benefit students and enhance program quality.  

 
By the norm of our discipline, the M.A. in Economics is embedded in the Economics 
Ph.D. program, in which the first-year core curriculum of the Ph.D. program 
constitutes the course requirements for the M.A.  Our goal is to remain competitive 
with respect to the discipline's norm.  Thus we have retained every aspect of the 
current M.A. requirements: completion of core courses in microeconomics, 
macroeconomics, and econometrics, in addition to passing the M.A. examination.  In 
the semester regime, students can take the M.A. examination at the end of the May-
mester.  Students can utilize the May-mester to fortify their exam preparations by 
integrating course material, research methods and techniques learned in the preceding 
two semesters.  For this purpose, students can take a new course, 8781 First Year 
Research Principles and Techniques (1-3), to be offered in the May-mester.  
 
Date of last significant revision: 2003 
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11. Provide a table to aid CAA reviewers 
 

 # of Credit Hours 
Required in Current 
Program (Quarters) 

Calculated Result for 2/3 
of Current Quarter 

Credit Hours (rounded) 

# of Credit Hours 
Required for Proposed 
Program (Semesters) 

Total hours to complete 
program 

45 30 32 

Prerequisite hours required 
for admission to program 
which are not counted 
toward total hours 

0 0 0 

Required credit hours 
offered by the unit 
(includes dissertation) 

45 30 32 

Required credit hours 
offered outside the unit 

0 0 0 

Double counted credit 
hours that meet two or 
more requirements 

0 0 0 

Free elective credit hours 0 0 0 
 

12. Provide a rationale for a change in credit hours if the difference is more than 4 
semester credit hours.  (N/A, see 10 also) 

 
 
TRANSITION POLICY 
 

13. Include a policy statement from the chair of the department/unit that assures those 
students who began their degree under quarters that the transition to semesters will 
not delay their graduation nor disrupt progress toward a degree. 

 
Since all of the required courses, namely, the core courses of our Ph.D. program, are 
offered in the first year, and because there is no substantive change in core courses for 
the proposed semester program, students currently enrolled in our quarter-based 
program will not encounter difficulties or delays during their transition to the 
semester regime.  

 
 
ASSESSMENT CONVERSION 
 

14. Summarize how the program’s current quarter-based assessment practices will be 
modified, if necessary, to fit the semester calendar:  (N/A) 

 
15. Means to assess effectiveness and achievement of the program. (Not Required for 

graduate programs at this time) 
 

CAA 
12 of 13



Economics  M.A. in Economics 
    

 
Semester Conversion Template / Economics M.A.  5/5 
07/01/2010, 10/30/2010, 05/16/2011 

As a Ph.D.-only program with no separate M.A. admissions, our M.A. curriculum is 
entirely embedded as the core course curriculum of our Ph.D. program.  Graduate 
students thus obtain their M.A. en route to their Ph.D. by successfully completing the 
core courses in our Ph.D. curriculum and by passing the M.A. exams.  Passing the 
M.A. exams is equivalent to passing the comprehensive Ph.D. Qualifying Exams at 
the M.A. level.  Thus, the single most important measure of our M.A. program 
effectiveness is the pass rate of the M.A. exams.  At least 90% of our first-year Ph.D. 
students should pass the M.A. exams before the start of their second year.  
Additionally, there are non-economics graduate students, usually Ph.D. students in 
the Department of Agricultural, Environmental and Development Economics (AED 
Economics), who complete our M.A. curriculum over two years.  The success 
benchmark for them shall be around 70% in terms of the M.A. exam pass rate.   
 
We try to maintain the scope of our curriculum and the quality of our Qualifying 
Exams at the level competitive with the top echelon of our discipline norm.  The 
above measure and benchmarks for the M.A. in Economics are entirely consistent 
with the competitive norm.  Our Graduate Studies Committee regularly and 
frequently meets throughout the year, and discusses, monitors and evaluates all 
aspects of our graduate program, including its content, governance and effectiveness, 
to implement innovations and revisions in the program.   
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