
 

August 9, 2010 

Dear Colleagues, 

Though summer quarter is a time when many of us take a break from the activities that 

crowd the rest of the academic year, work on many fronts is steadily moving Ohio 

State toward a semester calendar, which will be inaugurated in summer, 2012. 

Much more on that work appears below, but we want to start this issue of QSU by 

bringing you up to date on the calendar conversion preparations that are taking place at 

Columbus State Community College, which is among Ohio State’s most important 

academic partners. In fact, Columbus State sends more matriculants to us than any 

other one institution. Jack Cooley, whom many of you will remember from his service 

here as assistant vice provost of undergraduate education, is now Columbus State’s 

dean of arts and sciences. Jack has provided us with the following update on activities 

there:  

Nearly 80 percent of the Columbus State students who transfer to four-year public 

institutions select Ohio State. We therefore have been highly appreciative of the faculty 

and administrative collaboration you have extended to us as we convert to a semester 

environment. With regard to course content and outcomes, we model all our General 

Education courses, and many others across the college, on those at Ohio State so that 

we can be certain our courses are both degree-applicable and are based on your 

quality standards. 

Using information from you, we now have made decisions about which courses we will 

convert to a semester environment, and faculty will begin work on revising and 

restructuring the courses late this summer. We will complete development of outlines 

and syllabi for courses in either the Transfer Assurance Guides or the Ohio Transfer 

Module during spring 2011. We then will use the remaining year to focus on enriching 

the delivery of those courses and on talking with you about issues related to course 

content, course outcomes, and standards. 

 

 



 

New to Ohio State? Here are links to a few of the highlights of the semester 

conversion process: 

http://oaa.osu.edu/semester_conversion.php (the semester conversion website) 

http://oncampus.osu.edu/pdf/FinalCalendarSemesters.pdf (the coming semester 

calendar)  

http://oaa.osu.edu/documents/Semester_Schedule_Final.pdf (weekly schedule under 

semesters) 

http://oaa.osu.edu/documents/QuartertoSemesterCurriculumConversionGuide1.1.pdf 

(the quarter-to-semester curriculum conversion guide) 

http://oaa.osu.edu/documents/GETemplate.pdf (semester-based Arts and Sciences 

GEC requirements) 

http://oaa.osu.edu/documents/CourseNumberingforSemesters.pdf (course 

numbering system under semesters) 

 

Other reminders:  
• The following is a list of the deadlines for submitting semester program and course 

revisions for CAA’s review. Revisions must be submitted electronically by designated 

unit representatives.  

College or Division 
Expected submission to the  

Office of Academic Affairs 

Engineering Spring 2010 

Dentistry Summer 2010 

Medicine Summer 2010 

Optometry Summer 2010 

Pharmacy-I Summer 2010 

Arts & Sciences-I Autumn 2010 

Business Autumn 2010 

Education and Human Ecology Autumn 2010 

Food, Agricultural, and Environmental 

Sciences 
Autumn 2010 

Public Health Autumn 2010 

Veterinary Medicine Autumn 2010 

Arts & Sciences-II Winter 2011 

Nursing Winter 2011 

Pharmacy-II Winter 2011 

Social Work Winter 2011 

Law  Not applicable 
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• A number of programs will be offered to assist in planning the transition to semesters. 

• Workshop on the course and program approval system. As suggested above, an 

electronic course conversion template and program conversion template is being used 

to submit information to the Office of Academic Affairs and the Council on Academic 

Affairs. Later this summer and in the early fall, workshops will be offered for faculty 

and staff who will be entering and approving course and program information. Please 

watch future issues of QSU for details. 

• UCAT Course Design Institutes. The goal of these institutes, sponsored by the 

University Center for the Advancement of Teaching (UCAT), is to provide instructors 

with the tools, time, and collegial support to design or re-design any course. Course 

Design Institutes will be offered throughout the coming academic year in two different 

formats (see below for specific dates). The intensive version is a one-week workshop, 

meeting three hours daily. The extended format meets for three hours once a week over 

five weeks. Applications can be accepted only from those who can commit to attending 

all five sessions, and participation is limited to 12 participants per institute. 

Registration for each institute will open the quarter before it is offered. Further details 

on dates, times, and registration can be found on the UCAT website, 

http://ucat.osu.edu/. 

Course Design Institutes 2010-2011 

Quarter Dates 

Autumn 2010 
Wednesdays - Sept. 29, Oct. 6, 13, 20, 27, 

2010 

Winter Break Monday-Friday, Dec. 13-17, 2010 

Winter 2011  Fridays - Jan. 14, 21, 28, Feb. 4, 11, 2011 

Spring Break Monday-Friday, March 21-25, 2011 

Spring 2011  Wednesdays - April 6, 13, 20, 27 May 4, 2011 

Summer Break Monday-Friday, June 13-17, 2011 

Summer Session II Monday-Friday, Aug. 8-12, 2011 

• Town meeting at Ohio State Newark. On September 15, a town meeting will be 

held at Ohio State Newark. The meeting, which will take place from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

in Room 126 of the Warner Library and Student Center, will give our Newark 

colleagues the opportunity to learn more about the calendar conversion. We will be on 

hand for that discussion, as will Professor and Faculty Fellow Ann Christy, Associate 

Provost Alexis Collier, and Assistant Provost Jay Johnson. The calendar conversion 

website will contain full details about this meeting.  

• Fall semester summit. Ohio State will host a Second “Semester Summit” on October 

25, 2010. Last year more than 400 faculty and administrators from 17 public colleges 
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and universities and two private colleges attended the first such summit at Wright State 

University. The October summit will be an opportunity to explore calendar conversion 

issues, solutions, and best practices. 

• In addition to these meetings, we will be speaking to parents and students at the 

Undergraduate Admissions and First Year Experience Campus Update Conference in 

late August. At the conference, we will discuss the preparations Ohio State is making 

to assure that students will experience a smooth transition to semesters.  

Student communications. The university will be reaching out to students in other 

ways as well. Starting in the fall, targeted messages about the semester conversion—

coursework, advising, deadlines, and other issues of special importance to students—

will be disseminated through a variety of outlets, including social media, websites, 

email, and, of course, traditional paper. 

Meanwhile, we will continue to publish QSU to keep the university community aware 

of what we are doing to prepare for the shift to a semester calendar. 

Sincerely, 

W. Randy Smith  

Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Co-Chair, Semester 

Conversion Coordinating Committee  

Steven S. Fink 

Associate Professor of English and Co-Chair,  

Semester Conversion Coordinating Committee  

Questions or comments about the transition to the semester calendar?  

Contact Assistant Provost Jay Johnson, johnson.1043@osu.edu 
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