
May 5, 2010

Dear Colleagues, 

We hope the town meetings held on the Columbus campus in March and April helped 
you understand more about the calendar conversion and the work that is proceeding 
apace to prepare for it. Themes common to all four of these meetings included 
classroom availability, curricular revision—course and program review, and how to 
use the May term. 

In addition, many of you had questions about class times and course numbering.  

• The proposed weekly schedule provides for classes that vary in length, from 55 
minutes to 165 minutes, with 15-minute breaks between classes.  

• A four-digit taxonomy for course numbers is in the final stages of discussion. 
Here from the Office of the University Registrar is the proposed course 
numbering system for the semester calendar. 

1000— UG (Undergraduate) - Non Credit Courses 1099 
Non-credit courses for orientation, remedial, or other non-college level 

  experiences. These are courses in addition to a program's graduation 
requirements.  

1100— UG - Introductory Level Undergraduate Courses 1999 
Basic courses providing undergraduate credit, but not to be counted toward 
a major or field of specialization in any department. Courses at this level are   beginning courses, required or elective courses that may be prerequisite to 
other courses. 

2000— UG - Intermediate Level Undergraduate Courses 2999 
Intermediate courses providing undergraduate credit and may be counted   toward a major or field of specialization. 

3000— UG - Upper Level Undergraduate Courses 3999 
  Upper Level courses providing undergraduate credit that may be counted 



toward a major or field of specialization.  
4000— UG - Advanced Level Undergraduate Courses 4999 

Advanced Level courses providing undergraduate credit that may be 
counted toward a major or field of specialization. Graduate students may   enroll in and receive graduate credit for 4000-level courses outside their 
own graduate program.  

5000— UG and G (Graduate) - Dual Career Level Courses 5999 
Courses that are regularly offered for both graduate credit and 
undergraduate credit. Advanced Level courses providing undergraduate 

  credit that may be counted toward a major or field of specialization. 
Foundational coursework and research providing graduate or professional 
credit.  

6000— G - Foundational Level Graduate and Professional Courses 6999 
  Foundational courses and research providing graduate or professional credit.
7000— G - Intermediate Level Graduate and Professional Courses 7999 
  Intermediate courses and research providing graduate or professional credit.
8000— G - Advanced Level Graduate and Professional Courses 8999 
  Advanced courses and research providing graduate or professional credit. 

Regional Campus Town Meetings. Town meetings will be held at each of the 
regional campuses and at the Agricultural Technical Institute (ATI) next month to 
provide opportunities for our colleagues there to learn more about the calendar 
conversion. The meetings set thus far are as follows: 

• Marion: Wednesday, June 2, 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon  
• Lima: Tuesday, June 8, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  
• Mansfield: Thursday, June 10, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Locations are still being determined and will be made available by the regional 
campuses as soon as possible. The calendar conversion website will also contain 
details about these town meetings. Please routinely check the website to stay fully up 
to date about the conversion to semesters.  

 

http://oaa.osu.edu/semester_conversion.php


QSU and You: The Quarter-to-Semester Update for Students 
 
By Peter Koltak, former USG President 
Member, Semester Conversion Communications Subcommittee 

Students who will be attending Ohio State on the semester calendar should be 
aware of the following important points that may affect their educational 
experience during the transition: 

• Students can expect a difference in both their daily and weekly calendar. 
They can look for class periods of longer than 48 minutes, and they should 
plan to have classes every day of the week. 

• The General Education Curriculum will undergo changes. Students who will 
be enrolled during the transition should meet with their advisers regularly 
to ensure that they will be able to meet all requirements. 

• The new four-digit course numbering system is designed to be more 
transparent. It will allow students to better understand the difficulty of a 
course and the level of previous preparation required. 

Calendar conversion issues with particular impact on students are the special focus 
of the Student Life Subcommittee of the Calendar Conversion Committee. The 
subcommittee is considering, for example, how to realign dining and housing 
services to the new calendar, what new procedures may need to be established for 
major campus events and other campus-wide programming, and how to ensure 
that IT systems are prepared to handle the change. The Student Life Subcommittee 
is made up of students, faculty, and Student Life staff. Contact Louise Douce or 
Fred Fotis for more information. 

Questions? Thoughts? Concerns? We want to know what is on your mind. Please e-
mail Assistant Provost Jay Johnson. 

 

Advising Subcommittee Update. An Advising Subcommittee of the Calendar 
Conversion Committee has been formed to assist in identifying and recommending 
solutions to student advising issues for the semester conversion. This group of faculty, 
staff, and students is focusing on five key issues:  

• Utilizing additional resources to support advising needs in the most efficient 
way possible before, during, and after the transition to semesters;  

• Identifying the communications that students and advisors will need about the 
transition;  

• Identifying the technological resources that can support advising and 
communication;  
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• Redesigning the University Survey as a semester course; and  
• Drafting the quarter-to-semester pledge to students that their progress to degree 

will not be affected by the calendar conversion. 

The subcommittee expects to reach a number of milestones in the near future. These 
include:  

• Drafting a work plan for supporting advising over the transition. This will mean 
identifying the needs of colleges over the time involved; determining how best 
to support those needs; and developing a plan for hiring, training, situating, and 
equipping the additional staff to meet those needs;  

• Developing plans for putting into place those technological resources that can 
best support advising and communication and, in consultation with the 
Communication Subcommittee, developing a plan to communicate information 
about the conversion effectively to students and advisors; and  

• Developing and disseminating “best practices” for colleges to consider in 
redesigning their survey courses. 

Reminder: May Session Workshop. The University Center for the Advancement of 
Teaching (UCAT) is hosting a workshop to provide Ohio State faculty members and 
departments with hands-on help in conceptualizing, designing, and implementing 
classes for Ohio State’s coming May term.  

The workshop will take place on Friday, May 7, 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., Room 
150 Younkin Success Center, 1640 Neil Avenue.

Workshop presenters, all at institutions with short terms similar to our coming May 
session, will discuss their experiences with this accelerated format. The workshop is 
open to the entire University community. Faculty envisioning May session courses are 
especially encouraged to attend. 

Looking Ahead. The June issue of QSU will contain an overview of all activity to date 
on Ohio State’s conversion to the semester system. We hope that this year-end 
summation will give you a sense of the tremendous progress we are making in order to 
implement this seismic academic shift in summer, 2012. 

QSU will continue to be published during the summer months and, indeed, every 
month until the semester conversion is complete. We hope its information is helpful as 
we all look toward that milestone. 

Sincerely, 

W. Randy Smith  
Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Co-Chair,  



Semester Conversion Coordinating Committee  

Steven S. Fink 
Associate Professor of English and Co-Chair, 
Semester Conversion Coordinating Committee  

Questions or comments about the transition to the semester calendar?  
Contact Assistant Provost Jay Johnson, johnson.1043@osu.edu 
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