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Date:  February 28, 2010 

Subject:   Revision of the Design Minor 

From:  Mitch Masters, Chair‐for‐the‐day, Arts and Humanities Subcommittee 

 

At its meeting on February 15, 2010, the Arts and Humanities Subcommittee considered a proposal for 
revision of the Design Minor that is offered by the Department of Design.  The important changes 
proposed were 

 
1) A change in the name and description of the minor from a Minor in Industrial, Interior and 

Visual Communication Design to a Minor in Design (which reflects the changed name of the 
department as well).  This change also prevents the misperception that the minor provides a 
specialization in a specific area of design (as does the Major). 
 

2) Removal of the requirement that students meet individually with the Chair of the 
Department of Design to declare the minor.  Five years of experience with this minor 
suggest that there has been no problem with waitlists for courses or students failing to 
complete the minor in a timely fashion, so individual counseling does not seem necessary, 
and removal of this requirement will make it easier for students to declare the minor. 

 

In addition to these changes, the minor sheet itself was slightly reformatted to make the requirements 
of the minor easier to interpret, and a few elective courses were removed.   

The Arts and Humanities subcommittee identified no substantive issues with this proposal, but noted 
that the listings of some of the elective courses needed to be brought into conformity with the current 
system.  In addition, the committee recommended a further simplification in the minor sheet so that the 
electives were not discussed in two different places and were not broken into (irrelevant) subcategories. 

The committee approved the minor unanimously and sends it on to CCI for consideration. 
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TRANSMITTAL HISTORY FOR DESIGN MINOR REVISONS 
 

Committee on Curriculum and Instruction 
Unapproved Minutes, March 5, 2010 

 
2. Design Minor Revision (Guest: Paul Nini)  
 

A. Overview presented by P. Nini:  
• The minor was launched 3 or 4 years ago. It is meant to serve students who wish content 

related to design. Minor has become very successful. Wayne Carlson (former Chair of 
Dept. of Design) used to monitor each student individually. Yet, now it has become 
difficult to meet with each student. The minor is being changed so that students do not 
have to meet with Dept. chair individually anymore. SIS can track the minor 
automatically. In addition, courses have been eliminated and/or updated. The name is 
changing as well; this change is reflective of dept name change (from “Industrial, 
Interior, & Visual Communication Design Minor” to “Design Minor”). Current wording 
in the minor description creates perception that students can create a minor with a 
specialization similar to the Bachelor of Science in Design major programs. This is 
somewhat misleading. The revised minor will be described in more general terms, and 
discipline-specific categories that currently appear on the ASC minor sheet will be 
eliminated. 

• Q: What about the Theatre courses in the minor? A: They have been there for a long time. 
Many students take these courses. 

 
B. Overview by Mitch Masters (chair for A&H CCI Subcommittee on 2-15-10) 
• The Arts and Humanities subcommittee identified no substantive issues with this 

proposal but noted that the listings of some of the elective courses needed to be brought 
into conformity with the current denominations. In addition, the committee recommended 
a further simplification in the minor sheet so that the electives were not discussed in two 
different places and were not broken into (irrelevant) subcategories. 

Letter of subcommittee chair serves a motion to approve, 2nd Huffman, unanimously approved  
 
 
 
 

CCI Arts and Humanities Subcommittee 
2/15/10, 8:00-9:30 a.m., 4187 Smith Laboratory 

Approved Minutes 
 
 
3. Design Minor (revisions) 

• Q: How big is minor? A: At least 50 students.  
• In the past, chairs were signing off on every plan. This revision will change that.  
• Mechanical Engineering: 612. This should be 621. See letter of concurrence that 

mentions 621. 
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• Q: Communication did not send concurrence. A: Concurrence was assumed after 2 
weeks. 

• Textile and Clothing: several courses were removed. 
• Check the acronym FSNRTS. There should be a CS before that. CS: FSNRTS. 
• Minor will have to be redone with semester conversion. 
• Information in right column about 100-level courses is boilerplate language in ASC 

regulation. 
• “En Graph” stands for “Engineering Graphics.” It’s part of the College of Engineering. 

They gave concurrence. 
• Design 201, 202, 203: To take those classes you need to take the ones that come before. 

If there is permission of instructor, a student could get into 202 or 203.  
• Suggestions: Put all courses for general electives under one column. Rephrase: “Select 

courses from the following lists.” Delete “General electives: 8 credit hours.” Collapse the 
two lists (not have “Design Courses” v. “Electives from outside departments”). Get rid 
of: “The following guidelines govern this minor.” 

Hubin, Stafford, unanimously approved 
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