












Subject: University Research Committee Review of Proposal to Establish the Newark 
Earthworks Center (NEC) 
From: Richard Torrance, A. T. Conlisk, Chair  
To: Randy Smith, Vice-Provost 
Date: May 30, 2006 
 

Judging from the letters of review and the well-constructed proposal, the establishment 
of a center for the study of and dissemination of knowledge concerning ancient Native 
American culture in Ohio and the Great Lakes region would be a valuable asset to the 
educational mission of The Ohio University and to the broader community.   
 

The proposal's plan to establish communication with and a forum for Native Americans 
with connections to Ohio was enthusiastically supported by such Native American groups as 
the Native American Indian Center of Central Ohio, and its potential for enhancing regional 
diversity was stressed by Judith Yaross Lee, Co-Director of Ohio University's Central Region 
Humanities and Executive Dean of ASC at OSU, who notes the extent to which the center 
would compliment OSU's Ethnic Studies Program.  Professor John Powell, Executive Director 
of the Kirwin Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity, supports the creation of the center 
with the observation that it will help to establish OSU as a leader in the interdisciplinary focus 
on Native American studies. 
 

Another major theme of the proposal and the reviewers who recommended it is the 
benefit the Center would provide K-12 and postsecondary education in the state of Ohio.  Amy 
Shuman, Director, Center for Folklore Studies, David Staley, Director, The Harvey Goldberg 
Program for Excellence in Teaching, David Horn, Chair, Comparative Studies, and Christine 
Morris, Director, Multicultural Center, are among the OSU faculty who strongly support the 
establishment of the Center as a valuable tool for teaching mathematics, folklore, American 
history, rhetoric and composition, and ethnic and Native American studies.  Faculty at Newark 
are already teaching several courses concerning American Indian history, and well designed 
syllabi are included in the proposal.  In addition, the proposal and all the recommenders point 
out the degree to which the center would enhance OSU's outreach activities among Native 
Americans, the community at large, and K-12 students.   
 

An argument repeatedly forwarded in support of the proposal is the fact that "the 
Newark Earthworks Center will be the first Center at Ohio State to focus on Native American 
histories from ancient time to contemporary times” and that “this is the first time Ohio State 
Office of Academic Affairs has considered any proposal to establish an interdisciplinary center 
on an OSU regional campus." 
 

OSU and OSU-Newark have already made a substantial investment of approximately 
$100,000 to establish the Newark Earthworks Initiative, and OSU-Newark faculty and staff 
have worked hard to sponsor a variety of successful academic and outreach activities, 
including the annual meeting of the American Indian Consortium, the Ohio Archaeological 
Council symposium, and Newark Earthworks Day, open to the general public.   
 

However, there were also concerns expressed about the research aspects of the proposal.  



Robert Riordan, Professor of Anthropology, Wright State University, notes that "the proposal 
does not adequately address the role that the science of archaeology will play in the NEC's 
mission, particularly the nature of the archaeological research to be supported by the NEC, 
how such research will be sustained, and how the NEC will work with members of the 
archaeological community who have and interest in its activities."  Clara Kidwell, Director of 
Native American Studies, The University of Oklahoma, while enthusiastically supporting the 
proposal, also writes, "Although much of the site has been destroyed, the archaeological and 
historical reconstruction of its extent further enhances our understanding of its significance."  
For such a reconstruction to take place, however, as Riordan further observes, the NEC would 
have to reach agreement with the Ohio Historical Society to obtain access to the Newark 
Earthworks State Memorial for archaeological research. 
 

In addition, there is little in the proposal on funding mechanisms and nothing on 
sustainability. While external sources of funding are identified, it appears as if no proposals 
have been written. The URC recommends that funding the center with external funds be an 
essential tool in the light of the comments of Professor Riordan above.  

 
In conclusion, the Newark Earthworks Initiative Committee should be commended for 

creating an excellent proposal.  As Brian Hosmer, Director, CIC American Indian Studies 
Consortium, observes, "I want to commend the NEC group for seeing in their midst a unique 
opportunity to construct a groundbreaking American Indian Studies program . . . With the NEC, 
Ohio State will have moved ahead of the pack, establishing for itself a program unlike any 
other across the CIC or (to my mind) the nation."  The educational and outreach components of 
the proposal are excellent and display considerable initiative in garnering strong support from 
the public, Native American groups, and educational circles.  The research component, 
however, seems weaker and might benefit from a more concrete explication of research 
objectives, consultation with the parties Professor Riordan mentions, including the Ohio 
Archaeological Council, and more explicit plans for enhancing library and other research 
resources. Attracting external funding and sustainability must be an essential part of the 
Center’s vision if it is to be successful.        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 












































































































































































































































