
 
 
 
 
October 10, 2007 
 
 
TO:  Vice Provost Randy Smith 
 
FROM: Subcommittee B (Barringer, Evans, Gunther, Halasek) 
 
RE:  Proposal to Revise the M.A. in Slavic and East European Studies 
 
 
 
Recommendation 
Subcommittee B unanimously recommends the approval of the proposal. 
 
 
Purpose and Rationale for the Proposal 
The Center for Slavic and East European Studies requests several revisions to its current 
curriculum in the MA: 
 

 Increase the language requirement  
 Increase hours in the MA from 50 to 60  
 Add a required focus area or discipline of concentration (15 hours) 
 No longer allow language courses to count toward the degree  
 Revise the requirements of the non-thesis track 

 
Background Information 
Subcommittee B met with Mr. Luke Wochensky, Assistant Director of the Center for 
Slavic and East European Studies, on June 5, 2007 to discuss the proposal.  The 
conversation focused on the new curriculum, the proposed focus area  requirements, the 
increase in hours for the degree, and the hours and time allocated to the MA thesis.  The 
subcommittee paid particular attention in its deliberations to the increase in hours and the 
thesis structure.  These two concerns were also noted by the Curriculum Committee of 
the Research and Graduate Council.  Although some ambiguity remains regarding the 
funding for MA students determined that the increase of ten hours in the major is not both 
sound and warranted.  The subcommittee requested that AAAS prepare a slightly revised 
proposal, one that amplified and clarified the rationale and more clearly explained the 
distribution requirements.  The revised proposal (attached) meets the expectations of the 
subcommittee.  





TO: Kay Halasek, Chair, Subcommittee B of CAA 
FROM: Halina Stephan, Chair, SEES Graduate Committee 
DATE: May 22, 2007 
RE: Response to questions about the proposed curriculum change, SEES 
 

I would once again like to apologize for the miscommunication regarding the 
meeting set for Monday, May 21.  In my absence, I would suggest that Yana Hashamova, 
who is also a member of the Graduate Studies Committee, and Luke Wochensky, 
Assistant Director of the Center for Slavic and East European Studies, attend the meeting 
in my place.  I will respond below to the questions and concerns expressed by the 
Graduate Committee. 
 

In general, I would like to clear some confusion about the number of hours 
required in order to complete the degree.  First, with regard to the language requirement, 
we have defined it as such in order to be able to accept students who come from smaller 
colleges or universities.  One of our largest recruiting areas is specifically smaller 
colleges where these languages are not offered or where Russian or other Slavic/East 
European languages are not offered or not offered at advanced levels.  Usually, our 
students do enter the program with at least some level of language competency.  For 
instance, in AY 2006, all 7 students in the incoming class had 2 years of language 
instruction in their language of choice. For 2007, the situation appears the same. In the 
past, however, we have accepted students with little language training under the 
understanding that they would require more time to complete the degree.  As we feel that 
language is vital to success in this field, we believe that these high standards must be 
maintained to keep OSU competitive with other universities offering the degree in Slavic 
and East European area studies. 

 
With regard to the Area-study courses, which are not directly language-related, 

we are proposing to increase the requirements from 50 to 60 credit hours and not 
from 35 to 60 hours.  Previously, third and fourth years of a language counted toward the 
MA. We propose to accept 600-level courses such as  “History of the Russian Language,” 
or “The Structure of Russian”  as Area-study courses, while recently added language 
courses such as the 609, 610, and 711 4th-year Russian sequence should not count toward 
the 60-credit hours. 

 
At present, the M.A. requirements are as follows: 
  
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 
5 Credits Area-study (600+) 5 Credits Area-study (600+) 10 Credits Area-study (600+) 
5 Credits 500 5 Credits 500-level 5 Credits Language 
5 Credits Language 5 Credits Language Examination 

 
This amounts to the following credits: 
 
15 credits of language courses 
10 credits of courses at the 500-level 
25 credits at the 600 level or above in Area-studies 
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Such schedule allows students to take a relatively weak load and graduate in just 3 
quarters, with only 25 credits in upper level Area-studies courses.  We feel that this is 
insufficient for a Masters degree and inadequate as preparation for government service, 
which the majority of our students intend to pursue. 
 
The schedule that we propose is set as follows: 
 
For thesis-track students: 
 
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 
10 Credits Area-study (600+) 10 Credits Area-study (600+) 10 Credits Area-study (600+) 
5 Credits Language 5 Credits Language 5 Credits Language 
   
Quarter 4 Quarter 5 Quarter 6 
10 Credits Area-study (600+) 5 Credits Area-study (500+) 5 Credits Area-study (500+) 
5 Credits Language 5 Credits Thesis-writing 5 Credits Thesis-writing 
  5 Credits Language 5 Credits Language 

 
Within this schedule, the two allowable 500 level courses are in Quarters 5 and 6. 

However they could be taken in place of an Area-study 600-level course at any time. 
Also, students would have the possibility to take language courses during the Summer 
term (programs such as Indiana University, Middlebury College, or abroad) and receive 
credit for one-year of language instruction (in the past 2 years we have had a 100% 
success rate in funding SEES M.A. students to go abroad during the Summer Quarter 
with FLAS Fellowships).  In this case, even a student with no language training could 
graduate within two years. 

 
This new schedule would give a student the following credits: 
 
40 credit hours of graduate level (600+) courses 
10 credit hours of 500-level (G/U) courses 
10 credit hours of thesis-writing 
Language component 
 
For a non-thesis student, the new program would look similar: 
 
Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 
10 Credits Area-study (600+) 10 Credits Area-study (600+) 10 Credits Area-study (600+) 
5 Credits Language 5 Credits Language 5 Credits Language 
   
Quarter 4 Quarter 5 Quarter 6 
10 Credits Area-study (600+) 10 Credits Area-study (500+) 10 Credits Area-study (500+) 
5 Credits Language 5 Credits Language 5 Credits Language 
    Examination 
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Please also note that the changes in our program correspond to the requirements of 
the recently established the M.A. program in East Asian Studies.  

 
To answer your other questions: 
 
1. We anticipate that most students will require fewer than 30 hours in their 

designated language.  Many enter the program with experience abroad or 
advanced-level language skills. In most cases, students choose to take a second-
language which does not count towards their degree, as they also recognize this to 
be a major skill necessary to work or do research in this field.  In addition, those 
students who receive FLAS Fellowships are required to take language courses 
each quarter they are enrolled. 

 
2. The current average time to completion of the degree is under two years. 

However, if a student receives the FLAS Fellowship in the 2nd year of study, 
he/she must complete the full 2nd year.  Majority of our students complete their 
course work in as little as one year, or one year and one quarter and use the 
remaining time for the thesis and exam preparation.  In fact, many students 
attempt to complete the degree within one year while taking 15 credits per 
quarter, which without teaching or work responsibilities and with 5 credits 
dedicated to language instruction presents a very light load and does not give 
adequate exposure to the field. 

 
3. Currently, 15 students are enrolled in this program. We anticipate that the 

program will continue to grow.  In 2007, we received a record number of 30 
applications. Unfortunately, we do not have many funding opportunities for these 
students, and so many of them choose to study elsewhere while expressing their 
desire to study at OSU.  Our only funding possibility is FLAS fellowships and 
those are given to students competitively from all departments and colleges across 
campus. In a good year this means that only about half of our students are funded. 

 
4. In January 2007 the Graduate Studies Committee met with all (except one) our 

M.A. student to discuss the changes to the program.  In addition, individual 
consultations were held while this proposal was being explored.  At a meeting in 
January, held at Ashley’s Restaurant in the Holiday Inn on the Lane, the M.A. 
students overwhelmingly expressed their support for the stated changes.  In fact, 
they agreed that they would still graduate within their own projected time frames 
while meeting the new and more challenging requirements. Please also note that 
the changes in our program correspond to the requirements of the recently 
established the M.A. program in East Asian Studies.  

 
5. Students are encouraged to begin writing their thesis very early on in their studies.  

As a part of the program, students must take Slavic 700 (Introduction to Slavic 
Studies), which prepares them to write their first research paper, which is usually 
presented at the Midwest Slavic Conference.  Students are encouraged to expand 
these ideas into a thesis, although many students choose to start a new topic.  
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They enroll for thesis writing for two consecutive terms and receive 10 credits for 
those courses. Most of them have already begun the thesis preparation still earlier. 

 
6. Budgetary implications should not be a major problem here, as this is a terminal 

Masters program.  In addition, students in the M.A. program in Slavic and East 
European Studies do not serve as GTAs or RAs. About half of the SEES M.A. 
candidates are self-supporting, and the other half receives Title VI Department of 
Education FLAS Fellowships. 

 
7. FLAS Fellowships are given on an annual basis. Qualified M.A. candidates may 

receive two years of funding, but only on a competitive basis.  Tuition is either 
paid in full by Title VI funds or through fee authorization from the Graduate 
School.  For this funding cycle, the Graduate School will issue 8 Academic Year 
and 5 summer tuition and fee authorizations. Although every year we award 13 
Academic Year FLAS Fellows and about 8 Summer FLAS grants, this does not, 
mean that 13 SEES M.A. candidates are funded, as many of these fellowships go 
to other departments and colleges. 

 
 

 
Please let me know if you have any additional questions. 
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