
Dairy Certificate Questions 

·         Could you tell us a little bit more about the request for this new certificate? Is this similar to what 
other institutions provide?  Why was a certificate sought instead of a track/specialization within a current 
major or a minor? 

·         Could you speak more to who the audience is for this particular certificate?  It appears that both 
undergraduate (under 5000) and graduate level (above 6000) courses are required, if your undergraduate 
enrollment in the certificate program is significant, how will enrollment in the graduate level courses take 
place?   

·         You note that overlap is permitted between major/electives courses – is there a cap on this?  If 
applicable, what about overlap with minor courses? 

·         Small typo – on the bottom of CAA page 5 (see http://oaa.osu.edu/assets/files/caa/dairy-certificate-
program_LOW.pdf) it says “5. Courses taken on a pass/non pass basis may not be applied to the minor.” 
– We believe you mean to reference the certificate. 

 

Reply from Jill 

 

Dairy Certificate – The Dairy Certificate Program has been run the past two years.  It is designed to 
provide additional course work and experience to students who have a dairy interest and desire additional 
courses, but who do not wish to complete a Masters Degree.  There are a few other institutions who offer 
similar options; however, not all animal science programs offer additional certificates.  We have 
discussed offering a similar program for those animal science students who want to take additional course 
work with companion animals; however, at the present time we don’t have enough support courses to 
facilitate that program. 

I understand the question regarding implementing a Dairy track rather than a Dairy certificate program.  
In brief, approximately fifteen years ago the Poultry Science Department, Animal Science Department, 
and Dairy Science Department merged to form the Department of Animal Sciences.  As with most 
mergers, there have been some challenges with uniformity along the way, however, in recent years there 
have been significant improvements (aided by retirements).  The faculty felt strongly that a Dairy 
Certificate program was a more desirable option than a species specific track for two reasons: 1) almost 
all the introductory and fundamental courses (genetics, nutrition, physiology, health and reproduction) are 
taught across species, 2) they wanted to maintain the broad interaction among students and faculty, rather 
than segregating them down species lines as was done in the past.   

There is the option of having overlap of the courses within the major, up to nine credit hours could be 
used as electives in the major and could also count towards the certificate.  None of the courses listed in 
the Dairy Certificate are options within the minor equivalents, as such there will be no overlap between 
the certificate and courses used to complete the minor requirement.  Two of the courses in the certificate 
are currently required for a BS in Animal Science and therefore, we have removed them from the 
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certificate (ANIMSCI 3160 and 3170).  We are requesting the two 6000 level courses in the required list 
(6031 and 6033) be pushed back so they can be re-entered at the 5000 level.  The remaining 6000 level 
courses are options among the supporting level courses.  Students who wish to use these options will need 
to seek permission of the instructor for entrance into those courses.  During the past two years we have 
had 5-10 students interested in pursuing this certificate and thus, we have offered it via a trial basis, 
however, it was not approved by the University.  The program was successful and we think the number of 
interested students will increase, but realistically we estimate 5 to 15 students per year would participate 
in the certificate program.   
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