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Office of Academic Affairs
Council on Academic Affairs
University Square South
15 E. 15th Ave.
Columbus, OH 43201

RE: College of Nursing Admission Changes 

October 10, 2025

To the Council on Academic Affairs, 

The College of Nursing has recently updated the admission criteria for the Baccalaureate in Nursing (BSN) programs. The traditional BSN program has been undergoing a transition since 2021, following a faculty decision to implement direct enrollment from high school for the majority of incoming students.
For the Autumn 2026 admission cycle, the faculty approved changes to the second-year admission requirements in response to limited program capacity, due to the increased number of seats filled through direct enrollment. These changes include the removal of the essay and online interview components from the application process, as well as the introduction of a preference for pre-nursing students.
Applicants who are enrolled as pre-nursing majors during the spring semester at the time of the admission deadline will be given priority consideration for the remaining available seats. Transfer students and those who have not declared the pre-nursing major will be considered thereafter. All applicants must continue to meet the minimum eligibility criteria, which include a cumulative GPA requirement, completion of 30 credit hours, and successful completion (C+ or higher) of seven prerequisite courses. These factors will be evaluated using the College of Nursing Undergraduate Admissions Committee rubric.

Sincerely,
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Wendy Bowles PhD, APRN-CNP, CNE
Associate Clinical Professor
Associate Dean for Baccalaureate Programs
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner
College of Nursing 
364 Newton Hall, 295 W. 10th Ave., Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-4928 Office
bowles.107@osu.edu
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