
DATE: March 28, 2008 
TO: Vice Provost Randy Smith 
FROM: Subcommittee B (Barringer, Caron, Robinson, Winer) 
RE: Revision to Undergraduate degree in School of Music 
 
Recommendation 
Subcommittee B recommends approving this proposal. 
 
Comments on this proposal 
The school of music would like to revise their undergraduate major.  The committee 
raised a few questions which the school responded to.  The questions and answers appear 
below. 
 

1) Change in Aural Training:  In the current Aural training requirements the total number 
of hours (not credit hours) of in-class instruction is: 

  5 classes * 4 days/wk * 1hr/day(?) * 10 wks = 200 hrs 

  In the new structure, this changes to 

  6 classes * 2 days/wk * 1hr/day(?) * 10 wks = 120 hrs. 

  This seems like a dramatic shift. The text states that there is a pedagogical shift in the  
approach taken with this sequence.  Do you have information about how other 
institutions teach  this sequence?  Statistical data on how many hours  of in-class 
instruction other institutions have  for this sequence?  Finally, how do plan to evaluate  
that your new pedagogical approach is successful? 

 

A table comparing Ohio State’s music program to the music programs at other public universities and at 
other institutions in Ohio is attached to the end of this document.    The data was gathered several years 
ago as we initially began examining our core requirements.  Since some institutions teach music theory 
and aural skills under a single course number, and others, like Ohio State, teach the two subjects under 
different course numbers, meaningful comparisons require combining the hours per week for both 
topics.  Most schools teach theory and aural skills in five classes each week.  The last row on each page 
(the literal bottom line) summarizes the practice at each institution.  Indiana University has a unique 
approach to theory and aural skills, requiring nine class sessions each week, as they expect to cover 
twice as much material during the first year than other schools.   Music theory pedagogues generally 
believe that spreading basic theory and aural skills materials over two years is preferable.    It takes time 
to develop aural skills.  Not just time in the classroom, but also time practicing and reinforcing the skills 
learned.  The plan to reduce the number of hours Ohio State students will spend in the aural skills 
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classroom each week from four to two will bring our program in line with the majority of the programs 
shown on the table.   

 

The grades students earn in these classes will be a clear indication of the success of our new pedagogical 
approach.  The expected outcome at the end of the sequence will not change.  The skill level to pass the 
new 426 will be identical to the skill level required to pass the existing 426.  Since these are skill 
acquisition classes it will be fairly easy to assess the success or failure of our new approach.   

 

    2) You are dropping the Technology Requirement (Music 220). What did this class 
teach?  What is the evidence that  your incoming students have greater technological  
sophistication in the areas covered by Music 220? 

 

The evidence is anecdotal, but reinforced by the changing view of our accrediting body, the National 
Association of Schools of Music (NASM).  About twelve years ago, when the School of Music created 
Music 220, the NASM had just developed a new standard in technology that all accredited schools were 
required to meet.  Some schools, like Ohio State, choose to meet the standard with a new class.  Many 
schools choose to meet the standard by incorporating technology appropriate to different major areas 
into existing classes.  After our recent on‐site visit from the NASM accreditation team (February 21‐23, 
2008) our decision to remove Music 220 from the core of our program and incorporate relevant 
technologies into the existing course work was supported by the visiting team.  For example, a piano 
performance major will be introduced to the software and hardware used in an electronic class piano 
studio during piano pedagogy classes, or during studio classes.   Oboe and Bassoon students will be 
introduced to reed making equipment in studio classes.   

 

3) The proposed change for the BA in Music has an  increase in the credit hours from 70 
to 73. The core part has been cut but the required electives increased  from 3 to 9 hours.  
Why are you increasing the credit  hours for this degree, especially through adding 
electives? Also, in the proposal there seems to be an inconsistency in the appendices 
for this program. One appendix indicates with the "new core old GEC" this program is 
still at 70 hours.  Is this because this proposal was originally two different proposals? 

 

The required electives have been moved out of two specific places in the old degree (music theory and 
music history) and combined with the existing three hours of required electives to make 9 hours of 
required upper level electives in the new degree.  The additional three hours in the new degree are new 
performance hours we would like to add to the new degree.  Instead of allowing a student to obtain a 
BA in music with no applied study, although all students must audition to be admitted to the BA degree, 
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we propose to specify that the student must take 6 credits of applied study and three credits of 
ensembles.  In the old degree there were 6 credits of unspecified performance credits required.  The 
NASM accreditation team was supportive of this change.  Private study is a requirement for 
accreditation.  NASM requires both private study and ensemble participation.  If we need to revisit the 
performance requirements, we will, but we feel this is a much stronger degree with the new 
performance requirements.   We are still able to offer the student general university electives and stay 
at the minimum of 181 hours.   

 

The version of the BA in the proposal to modify the core requirements for the BM/BME/BA is a halfway 
stage.  Since the proposal to modify the core affects all three degrees, the BA is included in that 
document.  Since there are additional changes to the BA degree, that go beyond the core requirements, 
that is a separate document.  Frankly, I don’t remember the history—if it was once one document or 
not.  The relevant information is that the separate BA document represents one step in the evolution of 
the proposed BA degree.   

 

  4) Comparing the existing programs to the proposed  programs in the appendices we 
find a range of  credit hour reductions.  Are these correct?  The body  of the proposal 
doesn't seem to indicated such variation. 
 
    Major Credit Hours 
    Old  New  Change 
  BM Composition  111  106  -5 
  BM Jazz Studies  130  125  -5 
  (Perf. Spec.) 
  BM Jazz Studies  123  118  -5 
  (Comp Spec.) 
  BM Music History  112  104  -8 
  BM Music Perf.  122-123  112-114  ~-10 
  (Orchestral) 
  BM Music Perf.  115  110  -5 
  (Piano) 
  BM Music Perf.  122  114  -8 
  (Voice) 
  BM Music Theory  111  106  -5 
  BME Choral, Inst.  126  121  -5 
  or General 
  The net reduction in the core is 5 hours, which explains  the change for most of these 
programs.  For the programs  where the reduction is greater than 5 hours, where are the 
additional reductions coming from and why? 
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You are correct that the body of the proposal does not include this information.  We put the information 
about each specific degree plan in an appendix C following the two versions of each degree.   If you want 
more detail, we can provide it. 

 

BM Composition:  The proposal reduces the hours to degree from 197 to 192.   The major is 
reduced by 5 hours.  Eliminating Music 521, a choice of 244/352/353, and 3 credits of electives, 
saves 9 credits in the major.  Adding 224 adds 2 credits, and increasing the hours for 240 adds 
2 credits to the major.  

 

BM Jazz Studies, Performance:  The proposal reduces the hours to degree from 206 to 201.  
Five credits are eliminated in the major.  The reduction is the result of eliminating Music 521 and 
220, and the addition of 224 and the increase in hours in 240 in the Core program.  Also, three 
credits of major applied have been eliminated.  The applied study at the 502 level will receive 3 
credits each quarter rather than 4.  This aligns the Jazz performance degree with the Vocal 
Performance degree.  Both degrees carry credit for other performance activities, in this case 
improvisation, which compensates for the reduced credit.   Music 505 and 605 are added to the 
major instrument requirements, but do not add credits.  In addition, the jazz area proposes to 
eliminate the requirement for traditional applied study in all areas, aligning with the current 
practice in jazz guitar.  The inclusion of the requirement for traditional study made it impossible 
for the jazz performance degree to include four years of applied study on the principal 
instrument, clearly at odds with NASM regulations.  The proposed program complies with NASM 
standards. 

 

BM Jazz Studies, Composition:  Is like the Jazz Studies, Performance degree.  5 credits have 
been eliminated from the major.   

 

BM Music History: The proposed degree is 193 credits.  The existing degree is 201 credits.  The 
proposal includes an 8-hour reduction in the major program.   Two credits of secondary applied 
study and 4 credits of principal applied study have been eliminated from the major program, in 
addition all of the proposed core changes, except the elimination of the choice among 244, 352 
or 353, have been included, saving 2 credits.  

 

BM Performance- Orchestral Instruments:  The proposed degree is 188 credits.  The existing 
degree is 198 credits.  The reduction of the Core program eliminates 5 credits from the major.  
In addition 3 credits of secondary piano and a 3 credit conducting course for non-string 
principals have been eliminated from the major.  (String principals did not take advanced 
conduction and will still take 267.)  Thus, the total reduction in the major is 10-11 hours. Music 
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505 and 605, recital classes, are added to the major instrument requirements, but do not add 
credits. 

 

BM Performance, Piano:  The degree is reduced from 191 hours to 186 hours.  The 5-credit 
reduction in the major comes from the core, as discussed in the body of the proposal.  Music 
505 and 605, recital classes, are added to the major instrument requirements, but do not add 
credits.  

 

BM Performance Voice:  The degree is reduced from 213 hours to 205 hours.  8 credits are 
taken from the major.  5 credits are eliminated in the major core, as discussed in the body of the 
proposal.  In addition, 1 credit is eliminated from Vocal Pedagogy, and 2 credits from Foreign 
Language Diction requirements. Music 505 and 605, recital classes, are added to the major 
instrument requirements, but do not add credits. 

 

BM Music Theory:  The proposal reduces the hours to degree from 197 to 192. The major is 
reduced by 5 hours.  Eliminating Music 521, a choice of 244/352/353, and 6 credits of electives, 
saves 12 credits in the major.  Adding 224 adds 2 credits, adding 620 add 3 credits and 
increasing the hours for 240 adds 2 credits to the major.  

 

BME-  (Bachelor of Music Education) The total minimum number of hours required for the 
degree is reduced by 5 hours, from 202 to 197.  Music 521 is eliminated from the major core, 
while 224 is added.  Music 524 is eliminated from the theory requirements and 220 is retained.  
Both classes are worth 3 credits and don’t affect the number of credits required for the degree.  
(The change is made since 220 includes an arranging project and 524, the course that has been 
used in the Music Education degree to meet the NASM standard for arranging does not address 
arranging in the manner required by music educators.)  Thus, the major core is 2 credits 
smaller.  An additional 3-credit major requirement, Ed P&L 650.xx is eliminated.  Music 505 is 
added as a degree requirement, but does not add hours. 
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Ohio State  Mich State  Arizona State  Univ. of Minn.  Univ. of Iowa  Indiana U 

Quarters  Semesters  Semesters  Semesters  Semesters  Semesters 

          only 24‐27 GEC credits 

Aural Training:  Aural Training  Aural Training  Aural Training  Aural Training  Aural Training 

10 credits  (5 courses)  4 credits (4 courses)    with Music theory  with Music Theory  with Music Theory  4 credits (4 classes) 

4 times each week  2 times a week   no separate class…   no separate classes   no separate classes   

           

Music Tech Music Tech  Music Tech  Music Tech  Music Tech  Music Tech 

3 credits 

 

elective?  Jazx majors have class       

Music History  Music History  Music History  Music History  Music History  Music History 

16 credits  (6 courses)  8 credits  (3 semesters)  12 credits  (4 semesters)  12 credits (4 semesters)  9 hours (3 semesters)  8 credits (2 classes) 

10 credits western  6 credits western,   Music Ed takes 9 credits       9 credits western      6 hours western   

6 world  2 credits world  3 days/week        3 credits world?      3 hours world  0 non‐western 

core western: 4 lectures + 
1 lab (proposed 3 + 1)  

3 lectures /week  95 
enrolled 

    2 lecture, 1 lab.  meets 3 times a week, two 
meetings 1.25 hrs 

 

 

Music Theory  Music Theory  Music Theory  Music Theory  Music Theory  Music Theory 

18 credits  (6 courses)    14 credits (5 classes)  12 credits (4 classes)  12 for Music ed  16+ 3  hours  15 credits (5 semesters) 

3 days/week  3  + 1 lab/ week  ?    16 for others   (includes fundamentals)  5 days a week 
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    meets 5 days/week  + 1 elective class…     

      meets 5 days/week  (3 
lecture, 2  lab) 

meets 5 days a week for 4 
credits  (50 min. each) 

 

           

Class Piano  Piano Proficiency  Piano Proficiency  Piano Proficiency  Piano Proficiency  Piano Proficiency 

4‐6 credits  4‐6 classes 

except piano perf. majors 

2 credits  2 classes 

2 times a week 

 

4 credits  4 classes 

(except piano majors) 

2‐4  2 hours  0 credit    

must pass exam 

meet 2 days /week  take classes and pass exam Some Music Ed just 2 

Some Music Ed 0??? 

     

           

Ensembles:  Ensembles  Ensembles  Ensembles  Ensembles  Ensembles 

9‐12 credits depending on 
major  

every term (8+)  8 credits over 6 terms  8 credits over 8 terms  8 large  Required every 
semester registered 

      Music Ed.  6 large, 1 small     

Conducting   Conducting  Conducting  Conducting  Conducting  Conducting 

2 credits 1 class  2 credits  (1 class)  1‐3 credits, 1‐2 classes  2 credits  2 hours  elective for most 

  Jazz doesn’t take…         

Bottom line # classes 
hours in  T and AT 

Bottom line # classes 
hours in  T and AT 

Bottom line # classes 
hours in  T and AT 

Bottom line # classes 
hours in  T and AT 

Bottom line # classes 
hours in  T and AT 

Bottom line # classes 
hours in  T and AT 

7 classes  / week  

350 min 

5+1 /week 

250‐300 

5 classes/ week 

250 min 

5 classes/ week 

250 min 

5 classes/ week 

250 min 

9 classes/week includes 
drill sections 

          450 min!!!!! 
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Bowling Green  Kent State  Cincinnati  Miami.  OU   

Semesters  Semesters  Quarters  semesters  quarters   

Aural Training:  Aural Training  Aural Training  Aural Training  Aural Training  Aural Training 

4 courses  8 credits  Part of theory  12 credits/6 quarters  4 courses, 4 credits  6 quarters, 9 credits   

1 lecture 2    4 days/week  2 classes/week  1 cr/term 1st yr  

 2 classes/week 

 

recitations/week      Performance majors 

take an extra year 

2 cr/ term 2nd yr.   

3 classes/week 

 

Music Tech Music Tech  Music Tech  Music Tech  Music Tech  Music Tech 

  Yes, 2 credits 

 

    Required for SOME 
programs 

 

Music History  Music History  Music History  Music History  Music History  Music History 

4 courses  5 courses  12 credits  12 credits   12 credits   4 courses   13 credits    

9 credits ?  4 courses western 

1 course world 

 (6 courses, all western)  Over 2 years: 9 credits 
western, 3 world 

1 course intro to 
western and world (4 
credits) 

 

Core meets 3/week        3 courses western (9 cr.)   

  Core meets 4/week         

Music Theory  Music Theory  Music Theory  Music Theory  Music Theory  Music Theory 

4 courses 8 credits  4 courses, 12 credits  18 credits   4 classes 8 credits   6 courses   

1 lecture 

2 recitations/week 

1st year classes meet 
3/week 

9 classes  (3 yrs.)  3 classes/week  18 credits   

  Classes are 80 min.    1st and 2nd year, 1    3 classes/week   
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lecture/week!!! 

  2nd year meet 4‐5 times   3rd year 3 classes/week       

  for 50 min.           

Class Piano  Piano Proficiency  Piano Proficiency  Piano Proficiency  Piano Proficiency  Piano Proficiency 

Must pass exam  Must pass 2 credit class 
that has prereqs.  

3 credits    12 credits   

  Meets 2/week  Mus ed takes 6 credits       

Ensembles:  Ensembles  Ensembles  Ensembles  Ensembles  Ensembles 

“expected to 
participate” 

  Some majors must take    12 credits?   

Mus Ed need 7 
semesters 

Also require inprov class 

1 or 2 credits. 

Two per quarter!!       

Mus history. And 
Composition majors 
take just 4 

         

Conducting   Conducting  Conducting  Conducting  Conducting  Conducting 

None for composition,   2 credits,     Only Mus ed  3 credits   

jazz, music history           

Bottom Line Bottom Line Bottom Line Bottom Line Bottom Line Bottom Line 
Class hours for theory 
and AT /week 

Class hours for theory 
and AT /week 

Class hours for theory 
and AT /week 

Class hours for theory 
and AT /week 

Class hours for theory 
and AT /week 

Class hours for theory 
and AT /week 

6 classes 

300 min 

3‐5 classes 

240‐250 min. 

5 classes 

250 min. 

5 classes 

250 min 

5‐6 classes 

250‐300 min 
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