




From: Montalto, Catherine [mailto:montalto.2@osu.edu]  

Sent: Monday, February 08, 2016 8:34 PM 
To: Katz, Mira L; Bisesi, Michael 

Cc: Herness, Scott; Montalto, Catherine 
Subject: Graduate Minor - Health Behavior and Health Promotion 
  
Good evening Dr. Katz and Dr. Bisesi, 
  
The Graduate School/Council on Academic Affairs Curriculum Subcommittee met on Friday, February 5, 
2016 and reviewed the proposal for the Graduate Minor in Health Behavior and Health Promotion from 
the College of Public Health. The committee concurs that the focus of the minor will have broad appeal.  
  
The committee’s feedback and requests are summarized below. 

1.       The list of courses which can be “selected” as part of the minor includes PUBHHBP 7544. The 

proposal indicates this is a 2 credit hour course, but the course catalog lists the course as 3 

credit hours. Additionally, PUBHHBP 7550 is listed twice. In the course catalog, PUBHHBP 7550 is 

listed as Special Topics in Health Behavior and Health Promotion, available for variable credit (1-

6 hours). If it is the case that the two 7550 courses listed in the proposal are regular offerings of 

the Special Topics course and are offered for 2 credit hours each, clarify this information in the 

proposal. 

2.       The “Approved Courses” for the Health Behavior and Health Promotion minor are listed 

beginning on page 2 of the proposal, with an indication that a total of 12 credit hours are 

needed. Changing this wording to “Total of at least 12 credit hours” may be more veracious. In 

reality, a student might complete 12 or 13 credit hours depending on the courses chosen from 

the “Select” list. For example, a student could complete the three required 3-credit hour 

courses, and select one 3-credit hour course from the “Select” list for a total of 12 credits. 

However, if the student’s interest is in a 2-credit hour course, they would have 11 credits and 

would need to select another course to meet the 12 credit hour minimum. If they selected a 

second 2-credit hour course, they would complete 13 credit hours. The committee wondered if 

the need to complete 12 credit hours will drive students toward the 3-credit hour courses on 

the select list, and away from the 2-credit hour courses on the select list. If this is an unintended 

consequence, it may deserve re-examination.  

3.       Please obtain concurrence letters/letters of support from academic deans in “related” graduate 

programs (programs with shared interest, and where prospective student may be enrolled) 

including Nursing, Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, Medicine, and Social Work indicating their 

awareness of and support for the new minor. 

4.       Include in your proposal the mechanism for admission to the minor and verification that the 

minor is earned. Feel free to use the Graduate School’s graduate minor operating procedures 

available at http://www.gradsch.osu.edu/Depo/PDF/GraduateMinorProgramForm.pdf  

5.       Student Advising Sheet: Develop a student advising sheets for the minor that clearly 

communicates to students the program requirements as well as enables them to document 

completion of program requirements. An example is attached. 

Please incorporate changes into a revised proposal and summarize these changes in a cover letter. Once 
this information is received, the committee will return to the review of the proposal. 
  
Please let me know if you have additional questions. 
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Thank you. 

 
Chair 
Graduate School/Council on Academic Affairs Curriculum Subcommittee 
  

 
Catherine P. Montalto, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 
College of Education and Human Ecology Department of Human Sciences 
115 F Campbell Hall, 1787 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43210 
614-292-4571 Office / 614-688-8133 Fax 
montalto.2@osu.edu osu.edu 
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March 21, 2016 

 

 

 

Dr. W. Randy Smith, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 

Office of Academic Affairs 

203 Bricker Hall 

190 N. Oval Mall 

Columbus, OH 43210 

 

 

 

Dear Dr. Smith:  

 

On behalf of the School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, I strongly support the proposed 

Graduate Minor in Health Behavior and Health Promotion developed by the College of Public 

Health.  The proposed minor is compatible with many degree programs offered at Ohio State.  

Indeed, the program will complement the graduate education of students in doctoral and master 

degree programs offered by our School as well as others by strengthening the interdisciplinary focus 

on the theory and skills needed to plan, implement and evaluate health-related programs.   

 

The proposed minor does not conflict with programs currently offered by our college, but we could 

potentially have elective courses that would contribute to the minor. We look forward to advising 

students to consider pursuing this graduate minor. 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Deborah S. Larsen, PhD 

Professor and Director, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences 

Associate Dean, College of Medicine 

453 W. 10th Ave.  

Columbus, OH 43210 

Phone: 614-292-5645 

Fax: 614-292-0210 

 
School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences 

Office of the Director 
 

106 Atwell Hall 
453 West 10

th
 Avenue 

Columbus, OH 43210-1262 
 

Phone (614) 292-4217 
Fax (614) 292-0210 
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