
TO:   Randy Smith, Vice Provost for Academic Programs 
FROM:  Jennifer Schlueter, Faculty Fellow for Curriculum, Graduate School 
DATE:  1 March 2018 
RE: Proposal for revision to Interdisciplinary MA in East Asian Studies  
 
 
The Interdisciplinary East Asian Studies Program is proposing a revision of its MA. When 
originally submitted (and reiterated at semester conversion) the program required 48 credit 
hours for completion, with 12 credits in East Asian languages, which could be at the 
undergraduate level. The Graduate School will not allow undergraduate courses to count 
toward required credits for a degree. Thus, following the model of the Interdisciplinary MA in 
Slavic and East European Studies, East Asian Studies proposes to reduce their total credits 
required for the MA to 37, with 12 credits of language study to exist outside that total. At the 
same time, proposers ask to alter their Introduction to Graduate-Level East Asian Studies 
course from 3 credits (taken as one course) to four 1 credit iteration. 
 
The proposal was received by the Graduate School on 24 January 2018. It was reviewed by the 
combined GS/CAA Curriculum subcommittee, chaired by the Faculty Fellow, on 8 February 
2018, and recommended for approval. The Faculty Fellow forwarded the proposal on to the 
Graduate Council for their review on 15 February 2018. The proposal was reviewed and 
approved at the Graduate Council on 26 February 2018.  
 
  
 



 
 

	
 

 
 
Randy Smith 
Vice Provost  
Office of Academic Affairs 
203 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, OH 43210 
 
January 24, 2018 
 
Dear Provost Smith: 
 
I am writing to you in your capacity as interim leader of the Graduate School and Vice Provost of 
Academic Affairs to request your assistance in making an adjustment to the required curriculum for the 
Interdisciplinary East Asian Studies MA Program. I am currently serving as the graduate studies chair 
for the program and it has come to my attention that there may have been a misunderstanding in how our 
program was set up during the semester conversion. 
 
Specifically, our program was submitted as requiring 48 credit hours (or 16 courses). Of these, we 
required that 12 credit hours (or 4 courses) be East Asian language courses. At Ohio State, many 
language courses are offered at the undergraduate level and we intended to have those courses count 
toward the 12 required language credits. This was evident in our semester conversion proposal which 
stated, “With the exception of Level I and Level II language courses, no other courses counting toward 
graduation can be below the 500 level.”  
 
We have recently learned that the Graduate School will not allow students to count their undergraduate 
language courses towards the required 48 credit hours for the degree, citing university policy that 
undergraduate courses cannot count, without exception. We have discussed with the staff of the 
Interdisciplinary MA in Slavic and East European Studies, and learned that while they, too, require 
language study, which is often at the undergraduate level in their program as well, their program is 
structured so that the language credits are not a part of the required 38 graduate credit hours. The 
program simply tracks that requirement separately. We would like to make this change to our program 
as well.  
 
Additionally, we would like to request approval for a minor change to our “Introduction to Graduate-
Level East Asian Studies” course that it appears may not have been previously approved. In the past, 
students in the program took the course one time, for three credits. For various reasons, including to 
foster a better sense of community in our program, we recently moved to offering the course every 
Autumn and Spring semester for one credit. We would like to require students to take it four times, for a 
total of four credits. This would add one credit hour to the degree requirements. 
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In summary, the below table illustrates the changes we would like to request: 
 

 Current  
Degree Requirements 

Proposed  
Degree Requirements 

Graduate credit hours 
required for degree 

48 37 

Language study  
credit hours 

12 (included in the number of 
graduate credit hours above 
despite the fact that many 
students are taking language 
courses at the undergraduate 
level) 

12 (not included in the number 
of graduate credit hours above; 
will be tracked by the program 
separately) 

“Introduction to 
Graduate-Level East 
Asian Studies” course 
requirement 

3 (students take the three-
credit course once) 

4 (students take the one-credit 
course four times) 

 
In any variation of courses pursued for the EAS MA degree, each student will complete the requisite 
Graduate School minimum of 30 credit hours at the graduate level.  
 
Given that we have two students who plan to graduate in Spring 2018 who have taken some 
undergraduate East Asian language courses, we hope we can resolve this issue during this semester so 
they may graduate on time.  
 
Please don’t hesitate to let me know if you have any questions. Thank you in advance for your 
consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Naomi Fukumori 
Graduate Studies Committee Chair, Interdisciplinary MA Program in East Asian Studies 
Associate Professor, Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures 
 
 
cc: 
Jennifer Schlueter, Faculty Fellow, Curriculum, Graduate School 
Tim Watson, Graduation Services, Graduate School 
Etsuyo Yuasa, East Asian Studies Center 
Amy Carey, East Asian Studies Center 
 



 
 

 

 

Professor Jennifer Schlueter 

Faculty Fellow, Curriculum 

The Graduate School 

The Ohio State University 

250 University Hall 

Columbus, OH 43210 

 

February 15, 2018 

 

 

Dear Prof. Schlueter: 

 

I am pleased to write this letter in support of the requested curricular changes to the Interdisciplinary 

East Asian Studies MA Program. It is my understanding that the changes proposed are in line with the 

graduate studies committee’s intention for program requirements at the time of semester conversion.  

 

First, the requirement of 48 graduate credit hours, including 12 credits of language study, is proposed to 

change to allow for language study to take place at the undergraduate level, where indeed many students 

in this program begin their East Asian language study. Second, the request proposes a change to the 

“Introduction to Graduate-Level East Asian Studies” course requirement from one requiring each 

student to take a 3-credit course once, to one requiring each student to take a 1-credit course four times. 

 

The East Asian Studies Center (EASC) fully supports these changes which would, in the aggregate, 

change the required number of graduate credit hours for the degree from 48 to 37. As the unit providing 

administrative support for the Interdisciplinary East Asian Studies MA Program, EASC further commits 

to tracking the 12-credit language requirement internally, separate from the 37 required graduate hours.  

 

Please feel free to let me know if you have any questions. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Etsuyo Yuasa 

Director, East Asian Studies Center 

Associate Professor, Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures 

 

cc: 

Randy Smith, Academic Affairs 

Tim Watson, Graduation Services, Graduate School 

Naomi Fukumori, Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures 

Amy Carey, East Asian Studies Center 

East Asian Studies Center 
140 Enarson Classroom Building 

2009 Millikin Rd. 
Columbus, OH 43210 
614-688-4253  Phone 

easc.osu.edu 
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This document includes: 
 

1) Graduate Chair’s letter with Rationale for Changes 
2) Transition plan for MA 
3) Complete list of Graduate Courses 
4) Program Requirements (including a sample MA plan) 
5) Semester and Quarter Advising Sheets 

  



 

1. Graduate Chair’s letter with rationale for any changes 

 
       June 15, 2011 
 
Office of Academic Affairs 
203 Bricker Hall 
190 N. Oval Mall 
 
RE: Semester Conversion for the Interdisciplinary M.A. Program in East Asian Studies 
 

The Graduate Studies Committee of the Interdisciplinary MA Program in East Asian Studies is 
pleased to submit the enclosed materials for semester conversion of its MA program.  

Since we are not a course-offering unit, all plans for conversion of individual courses are a matter for 
the individual departments that offer the courses students take to fulfill the requirements for this degree.  
This allows the East Asian Studies program to capitalize on the changes in individual departments (such as 
the development of new courses for constellations in the History Department and the new offerings in film 
in the Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures) without the need to alter our own program. 

A new program, rather than adjust our limited and broad requirements, we have made the appropri-
ate conversion of credit hours and their distribution among language and content courses. [Comment: pre-
vious sentence is garbled; meaning unclear] The process has been handled by the Graduate Studies Commit-
tee and involves no additional requirements. 

Planned as a two-year program, the sole change in the program as it transitions from quarters to 
semesters is in the total number of courses required for graduation (from 18 to 16).  This change is accom-
modated via a reduction in the number of required language/language courses.   Under both the quarter sys-
tem and semester system, students take at least one such course each term they are enrolled.  Under quarters, 
that meant a total of 6 courses; for semesters that becomes 4 courses.  Since all language sequences at these 
introductory/intermediate levels have been converted by the offering departments and plans made to ac-
commodate students during the transition, there is no need for further action on our part.  The minimum lev-
el of required language achievement, Level III, does not change.   

I endorse the Interdisciplinary MA Program in East Asian Studies program proposals and request 
approval for conversion from quarters to semesters.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Philip C. Brown 
Professor and Chair 



2.         Transition plan for MA 
 
 
Transition.   
 
The Interdisciplinary M.A. Program in East Asian Studies will ensure that graduate students will not find 
their progress impeded or carry any undue burden as a result of semester conversion. Advising of students 
during the transition will take place individually in order to tailor the program to the needs of the individual 
student. Advising will be carried out by faculty and by our Graduate Studies Chair. 
 
The following chart shows a) M.A. program elements, b) the number of courses/credit hours required under 
both the current quarter system and under semesters, and c) notes that provide explanation of particular pro-
gram elements for additional clarity. 

As this chart demonstrates, all requirements for the degree retain the same structure under both quarter and 
semester systems, with only a reduction in the number of language courses without changing the minimum 
level of language achievement required for graduation.  With this one exception, only the credit hours have 
been adjusted to correlate with the new semester system.   Since our plan introduces no structural changes to 
our program, pre-semester MA requirements will continue to apply to students who matriculated under quar-
ters, and students entering under semesters will follow the same requirements.   
  



Comparison of Quarter System and Semester System Degree Requirements 
 

 # Courses 
under Quarters 

# Credit hours 
under Quarters 

# Courses un-
der Semesters 

# Credit hours 
under Semesters 

Notes 

Minimum for de-
gree 

18 90 16 

48 if we still 
stick to a 2 year 

program of 
8/courses/yr. 

 

Minimum Language 
& Language- 
Use courses 

6 30 4 

12  (this as-
sumes someone 
takes only lan-
guage courses 
beyond Level 

III, [3 ch 
courses] unlike-
ly, but possible 

in principle) 
Comment: clean 
up lang of pre-
ceding; unclear 

“Language-use” encom-
passes non-language 

courses in which substan-
tial use of foreign language 
materials is required, e.g., 

for a research paper 

Area/discipline 
of concentration 7 35 7 21 

“Area” refers to geographic 
area, e.g., China, Korea, or 

Japan 

Area/discipline 
outside 
concentration 

4 20 4 12 

“Area” refers to geographic 
area, e.g., China, Korea, or 

Japan 

Required founda-
tion courses (now 
797; re-numbered 
7405 Introduction 
to Graduate Level 
East Asian Studies) 

1 5 1 3 

Course is cross-listed under 
Art History, East Asian 

Languages & Literatures, 
and History departments 

Within the above 
requirements, 
courses required to 
be full graduate 
credit (600/6000+) 

9 45 8 24  

Within the above 
requirements,  re-
search-oriented 
courses 

2 10 2 6 

700/7000 + level courses 
(number varies by depart-
ment, for some these are 

800/8000 + levels) 

Within the above 
requirements, non-
graduate credit 

6 (Level I and 
Level II lan-

guage courses) 
30 

4 (Level I and 
Level II lan-

guage courses) 

17 (2 sem Level 
I & 1st sem II @ 

4 ea, 1 Sem 

 



 
 
 
3.  Complete list of Graduate Courses 
 
All courses which contribute to this MA program are offered by individual disciplinary departments 
as part of their normal curriculum and all are reported via the individual department Semester Pro-
gram Templates. 
 
 

4. Program Requirements (including a sample MA plan) 
 
1. Program Overview:  Students must complete at least 16 [See above] courses.  Of these, 4 must be lan-

guage courses or courses that make extensive use of foreign language materials.   At minimum, a stu-
dent must complete through the third year of an East Asian language.  With the exception of Level I and 
Level II language courses, no other courses counting toward graduation can be below the 500 level.  7 
courses must focus on one East Asian geographic area (e.g., Korea) or an academic discipline of con-
centration (e.g., history).  4 courses must be from outside the concentration.  All students must take 1 
foundation course, Introduction to Graduate-level East Asian Studies.  Within the preceding require-
ments, students must take 2 research-oriented courses (700+ level under quarters; 7000+ level under 
semesters) in which they write a substantial research paper (generally 25-35 pages) employing the stu-
dent’s East Asian language at the level of the student’s competence.  At least 9 courses in the program 
must be at the full graduate level (600+ under quarters, 6000+ under semesters). 
 

2. All students are required, by the end of the first year of study, to choose, in consultation with their M.A. 
advisory committee, either a thesis or non-thesis track. Students must file the appropriate form before 
enrolling in the second year of study.  
 

a. Thesis Track 
 
If a student chooses the thesis track, he/she is expected to complete a substantial research paper (gener-
ally of 40-50 pages) in which they are expected to utilize their primary East Asian language as a re-
search tool. The student must produce a written thesis prospectus by the end of the first semester of 
his/her final year of study; a minimum of one-third of the student’s time over the next semester will be 
devoted to researching and writing of the thesis. The thesis should employ the student’s chosen East 
Asian language(s) at the level of the student’s competence at the time the thesis is submitted. Students 
with advanced language standing are expected to achieve publishable quality; students in the early stag-
es of language acquisition are expected to produce a research paper that indicates that they have mas-
tered the skills of research, synthesis, and analysis required for publishable scholarship. 
 
The student is also required to take an oral defense of the thesis and fields determined by the student in 
consultation with the student’s committee. Thesis-track students may register for up to two semester of 
thesis-writing credit without special permission. A request to register for more thesis-writing course 
credit must be approved in writing by their committee members and the EAS Graduate Studies Commit-
tee. 

 
b. Non-thesis Track 
 
Students choosing the non-thesis track must complete, first, one seminar in which they utilize their pri-
mary East Asian language as a research tool and write a seminar paper (generally 25-35 pages in length) 
employing that language at the level of the student’s competence at the time the paper is submitted. Stu-

courses counting 
toward graduation 
(maximum) 

Level II @ 5 



dents with advanced language standing are expected to produce a paper of publishable quality; students 
in the early stages of language acquisition are expected to produce a research paper that indicates that 
they have mastered the skills of research, synthesis, and analysis required for publishable scholarship. 
Second, students must take a comprehensive four-hour written examination in fields determined by each 
student in consultation with his or her M.A. advisory committee. The exam must have sufficient number 
and variety of questions to address the major disciplinary and content fields of the student’s coursework. 
In addition, the student must participate in a one-hour oral defense of the written exam with all three of 
his/her committee members participating. (In the case of a four-faculty-member committee, at least 
three must participate, but those three may not all come from the same department.) This examination 
and oral defense are intended to bring together the previous coursework in the student’s program rather 
than to address a reading list of canonical works within established disciplinary boundaries.  

 

Sample MA plans:   

A. Sample Programs.   
 

Sample Curriculum I Non-thesis Track, Modern East Asian Society & History 
 Autumn Semester Spring Semester Summer 

(btw Yr I 
& II) 

Year I  
27 hours 
  9 hours language 
12 hours 6000+ 
Level 
 (Summer Study not 
counted toward 
graduation) 

Japanese 1103 
2nd Yr. language (4) 

Japanese 2101 
2nd Yr. language (5) 

Study in 
Japan 

EAS 7897 Introduction to Grad‐
uate East Asian Studies (3) 

Economics 5720 Comparative 
Institutional Analysis of Firms 
and Markets (3) 

Pol. Sci. 4235 Japanese Politics 
(3)  

Intl. Studies 4539 China’s Eco‐
nomic Reforms and Globaliza‐
tion   (3) 

History 7411 Studies in Mod‐
ern/Contemporary Chinese His‐
tory (3) 

History 7401 East Asia in the 
Modern/Contemporary World 
(3) 

Year II 
28 hours 
10 hours language 
18 hours 6000+ 
Level 

Japanese 4101 
3rd Yr. language (5) 

Japanese 4102 
3rd Yr. language (5) 

N/A

Art History 8522 Japanese Art: 
Painting and Prints   (3) 

EALL 6475 Women Writers, 
Culture & Society in East Asia 
(3) 

EALL 6383 Scripts of East Asia  
(3) 

History 8400 Sem in East Asian 
History (3) 

History 7425 Studies in Japa‐
nese History (3)  

Intl. Studies 5051 East Asia in 
the Post Cold War Era: Issues in 
Regional Security & Economic 
Development   (3) 

 
Sample Curriculum II Thesis Track, East Asian Arts and Literature 
  Autumn Semester Spring Semester Summer 

(btw Yr I 
& II) 

Year I 
28 hours 
10 hours language  
  9 hours 6000+ 
(Summer Study not 
counted toward 

Chinese 4101 3rd Year Language 
(5) 

Chinese 4102 3rd Year Language 
(5) 

Study in 
China 

EAS 7897 Introduction to Grad‐
uate East Asian Studies (3) 

Chinese 6452 History of Chinese 
Literature II (3) 

Chinese 5400 Performance Tra‐
ditions of China (3) 

Art History 4810 Arts of China 
(3) 



graduation)  Chinese 6451 History of Chinese 
Literature I (3) 

Japanese 5400 Performance 
Traditions of Japan (3) 

Year II 
24 hours 
  6 hours language  
15 hours 6000+ 

Chinese 5101 4th Year Language 
(3) 

Chinese 5102 4th Year Language 
(3) 

N/A

Korean 5400 Performance Tra‐
ditions of Korea (3) 

Art History 8701 Buddhist Art 
(3) 

Art History 8811 Studies in Chi‐
nese Art 

Art History 8821 Studies in Jap‐
anese Art (3) 

Chinese 8500 Chinese Biblio‐
graphy and Research Methods   
(3) 

EALL 6999 MA Thesis Research 
(3) 

 
Sample Curriculum III Non-thesis Track, Contemporary East Asian Politics 
  Autumn Semester Spring Semester Summer 

(btw Yr I 
& II) 

Year I  
26 hours 
 8 hours language  
9 hours 6000+ 
(Summer Study 
not counted 
toward 
graduation) 

Chinese 1101 1st Year Language 
(4) 

Chinese 1102 1st Year Language 
(4) 

Intensive 
Chinese 
2nd Year 
Language 

Pol. Sci. 4230 Chinese Politics 
(3) 

Pol. Sci. 4235 Japanese Politics 
(3) 

EAS 7897 Introduction to Grad‐
uate East Asian Studies (3) 

Sociology 7884.11 Labor Mar‐
kets/ Economy and Society  (3)  

Political Science 7206 Compara‐
tive Political Institutions (3) 

Geography 5602  Urban Political 
Geography  (3)   

Year II 
28 hours 
10 hours language  
17 hours 6000+ 

Chinese 4101 3rd Year Language 
(5) 

Chinese 4102 3rd Year Language 
(5) 

N/A

Pol. Sci. 7230 Chinese Politics 
(3)  

History 7411 Studies in Modern 
& Contemporary Chinese Histo‐
ry (3) 

History 7425 Studies in Japa‐
nese History (3) 

Business 7010 Advanced Topics 
in Multinational Business (25% 
EA)  (4)  

Political Science 8200 Research 
in Comparative Politics  (3) 
 

Business 7012 International 
Strategy (25% EA)   (4) 

 
 
 

5. Advising Worksheets 
 
A. Quarter Advising Worksheet: 
 
COURSE APPROVAL FORM 
(To be signed by advisor and submitted to EASC at the beginning of every quarter) 
 
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone No.____________________________________ E-mail Address____________________________________ 
Area of Specialization_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Advisory Committee 1)_________________________________________________________________ 
 2)_________________________________________________________________ 
 3)_________________________________________________________________ 
□ Thesis Track        Thesis Title:_________________________________________________________ 

□ Non-Thesis Track     Paper 
Title:__________________________________________________________ 



  
PLANNED ENROLLMENT FOR QUARTER/YEAR: _____________________________________ 
 

Department & Course # Course Name      Instructor                 Credits  
1)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lead Advisor Approval for Course of Study: ________________________________________________ 
 

Date: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PREVIOUS COURSES TAKEN: 
Graduation Requirements: 90 credits total, distributed as below.  45 credits must be at the 600 level or above, 10 of which 
must be seminar courses (700+).  Students are required to earn a grade of at least “B” (3.0) in all courses. 
 

□ Foundation Course (5 Credits): 
Introduction to Graduate-Level East Asian Studies: Multiple Modernities              Qtr/Yr_______________ Grade ___      
 

□ Language Requirement (30 Credits): Minimum 3rd level/equivalent must be reached by the time of 
graduation. 
 

     Department & Course # Course Name      Credits                 Grade  
1)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

□ Area of Concentration (35 Credits): 
 

     Department & Course # Course Name      Credits                 Grade  
1)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
5)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
6)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
7)______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

□ Courses Outside Area of Concentration (20 Credits): 
 

     Department & Course # Course Name      Credits                 Grade 
1)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
4)_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
B. Semester Advising Worksheet:   

 
COURSE APPROVAL FORM  
(To be signed by advisor and submitted to EASC at the beginning of every semester) 
 

Name___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone No.______________________________ E-mail Address_________________________________ 



Area of Specialization______________________________________________________________________ 
Advisory Committee 1)________________________________________________________ 
 2)________________________________________________________ 
 3)________________________________________________________ 
□ Thesis Track         Thesis Title:_______________________________________________________ 
□ Non-Thesis Track  Paper Title:________________________________________________________ 
  
PLANNED ENROLLMENT FOR SEMESTER/YEAR: _____________________________ 
 
Department & Course # Course Name     Instructor                 Credits  
1)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
2)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
3)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
4)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lead Advisor Approval for Course of Study: _________________________________________ 
 
Date: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
PREVIOUS COURSES TAKEN: 
Graduation Requirements: 48 credits total, distributed as below.  24 credits must be at the 6000 level or above, 6 
of which must be seminar courses (typically 7000+).  At least “B” (3.0) is required in all courses. 
□ Foundation Course (3 Credits): 
   Introduction to Graduate-Level East Asian Studies            Semester/Yr___________Grade ____      
 
□ Language Requirement (12 Credits minimum): Minimum 3rd level/equivalent required for graduation. 
     Department & Course # Course Name     Credits                 Grade  
1)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
2)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
3)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
4)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
5)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
6)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
□ Area of Concentration (21 Credits): 
     Department & Course # Course Name     Credits                 Grade  
1)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
2)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
3)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
4)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
5)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
6)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
7)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
□ Courses Outside Area of Concentration (12 Credits): 
       Department & Course # Course Name     Credits                 Grade 
1)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
2)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
3)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
4)______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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