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Attachment 2: Memo to Faculty 

 

        December 1, 2017 

 

TO:  Faculty 

 

FROM: Academic Affairs Committee 

  Debby Merritt, Chair 

 

CC:  Laura Fernández, Assistant Dean for International and Graduate Affairs 

 

RE:  Proposal for a Three-Semester LL.M. Option 

 

 

Our LL.M. program is designed as a two-semester program, but students occasionally ask to 

extend their studies over three or four semesters. Students seek this option for a number of 

reasons: 

 

 To compensate for illness, family obligations, or other challenges that have disrupted 

their studies 

 To take courses that they could not fit within a one-year schedule 

 To enhance their preparation for the bar exam 

 To enrich their understanding of U.S. law, culture, and language 

 For those who are citizens or permanent residents, to maintain employment while 

studying 

 

We have been able to accommodate these requests from citizens and permanent residents under 

Faculty Rule 3.09.D.4, which provides that full-time LL.M. students “generally” complete the 

program in one academic year, but may take up to three calendar years to finish the degree. (A 

copy of Rule 3.09, which governs the LL.M. program, is attached to this memo.) 

 

Laura Fernández recently asked the Academic Affairs Committee to approve a more formal 

“three-semester option” for LL.M. students. There are several reasons for this request: 

 

 Only citizens and permanent residents are eligible for the ad hoc extensions available 

under our current rule. International students may obtain a 3-semester visa only if they 

(a) enroll up front in a 3-semester program or (b) apply to extend their studies and visa 

early during their studies at Ohio State.  

 

 The Office of Academic Affairs notified us that, if we want to create a three-semester 

option for international students, we must amend our faculty rule to provide explicitly 

for that option—and then seek further approval through OAA and the University’s 

Council on Academic Affairs. 

 

 The New York Court of Appeals recently adopted new requirements for admission to 

that state’s bar. The impact on LL.M. graduates is unclear; we, along with other schools, 
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are working to obtain clarification from the NY court. We are cautiously optimistic that 

LL.M. students will remain eligible for admission to the NY bar after just two semesters 

of work. It is possible, however, that they may need to complete three semesters of study 

to be eligible for NY admission. Eligibility for admission to the NY bar is very 

important for LL.M. applicants choosing among schools, and our recruiting/admissions 

season is already under way. We want to be able to assure applicants that we have their 

bases covered; that, if NY’s new rule requires three semesters of study, they will be able 

to complete those degree requirements here (and obtain visas to do so).  

 

To address these issues, the committee proposes adding a new section to Faculty Rule 3.09: 

 

J. Three-Semester Option. To enhance their educational experience, LL.M. students 

may apply to add a third semester of work to their LL.M. degree. Students may apply 

for this three-semester option either before matriculating at the College of Law or 

during the first semester of their LL.M. program. Students accepted for the three-

semester option will satisfy all of the degree requirements specified in this rule and will 

maintain full-time status (as defined by Faculty Rule 5.01)
1
 during each of their three 

semesters. This option does not preclude full-time students from transitioning to a part-

time schedule and spreading their work over more than two semesters, as allowed by 

Section D.4. 

 

Here are some notes about how we anticipate this three-semester option working: 

 

 Under Faculty Rule 3.09.D.1, the LL.M. degree requires 24 credits of work. Many 

students, however, complete more than that minimum number of credits; they (and their 

employers) value the courses taken as well as the degree itself. 

 

 Students who enroll in the three-semester option will complete at least 30 credits of 

work (3 semesters x 10 credits per semester for full-time status). Like other LL.M. 

students who complete more than the 24-credit minimum, however, they will receive the 

same LL.M. degree awarded to students who complete only the minimum amount of 

coursework.  

 

 We do not anticipate expanding the size of the LL.M. program through this option. In 

the past, students remaining for additional semesters have counted toward the program’s 

total enrollment; that practice will continue. It is possible that total enrollment will edge 

slightly over 40 students, but that is not the aim of this change. We expect only a small 

number of students to request this option. Indeed, if we resolve the NY bar admission 

issue favorably, very few students will request this path. 

 

 Most third-semester LL.M. students will continue their studies during the fall semester. 

Entering LL.M. students place modest demand on J.D. courses that semester because 

they must take 5 credits of LL.M.-specific coursework (US Legal Systems; LL.M 

                                                           
1
 Under Faculty Rule 5.01, J.D. students are “full time” if they enroll in at least 10 credits of work during an 

academic semester. Our rules do not currently define “full time” status for LL.M. students but we have used the 

same measure in practice. This addition explicitly adopts that measure by reference. 
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Analysis, Research & Writing). This fact will minimize any additional course demands 

created by the three-semester option. 

 

 Students will not have a right to exercise the three-semester option; they will apply for 

this option, just as they apply for admission into the program. If demand for the three-

semester option becomes too heavy, the College retains the ability to limit admission to 

that portion of the program. 

 

Several other law schools (including those at Boston University, William & Mary, and the 

University of Miami) have already created three-semester options for their LL.M. programs. We 

believe that adding this option to our program will enhance its utility for students and help keep 

our program competitive. 
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Attachment 3: Moritz College of Law Faculty 

Rule Governing LL.M. Program (Redlined to Show Proposed Addition) 

 

 

3.09. Master of Laws. 

 

A.  Degree. The degree Legum Magister (LL.M. or Master of Laws) shall be awarded to 

those students who complete the study of law in the LL.M. program at the Ohio State University 

in accordance with the requirements set forth in this rule. 

 

B.  Administration.  The Dean of the College of Law shall select an Assistant Dean to 

administer the LL.M. program. The Dean shall also appoint a Graduate Studies Committee, 

which shall serve in an advisory capacity and which shall constitute an admissions committee for 

the LL.M. program.   

 

C.  Admissions.  

 

1. Admission to the College of Law to pursue the LL.M. degree shall be limited to 

applicants who have: 

a) obtained an LL.B. or J.D. degree from a university in a foreign country; 

b) completed in a foreign country the university based legal education required 

to take the equivalent of the bar examination in that foreign country; 

c) qualified to practice law in a foreign country;  

d) the equivalent of any of the three conditions above as determined by the 

Graduate Studies Committee; or 

e) students currently enrolled in an LL.B. or J.D. degree program from a 

university in a foreign country that has entered into a consortium 

agreement with Moritz to jointly offer a combined program or the 

equivalent. 

 

2. The applicant must complete the College’s application form, take and submit the results 

of the Test of English as a Foreign Language test (TOEFL) or the International English 

Language Testing System test (IELTS) unless the test is waived, submit a transcript 

from each college or university the applicant attended, and meet any other requirements 

that the Graduate Studies Committee may impose.  

 

 In evaluating an application for the LL.M. degree, the most important factors shall be 

the applicant’s academic record, record of demonstrated leadership and experience in 

the practice of law, and potential to contribute to the intellectual life of the College. 

The minimum score on the TOEFL shall be 80 internet-based; 550 paper-based; and 213 

computer based. The minimum score on the IELTS shall be 6.5.  In exceptional cases, 

the Graduate Studies Committee may authorize the Assistant Dean to admit an 

otherwise strong applicant with a TOEFL/IELTS score below the minimum if the 

applicant demonstrates acceptable proficiency in English.  

 

3. The Graduate Studies Committee may authorize the Assistant Dean to offer conditional 
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admission to an otherwise strong applicant with deficient English proficiency. In order to 

be considered for conditional admission, an applicant must have a minimum TOEFL 

score of 69 or IELTS section scores of reading 6, listening 6, speaking 5.5, and writing 

5.5. Students who are accepted conditionally must attend an English language program 

in the United States and achieve the required minimum score for admission by June of 

the year of their matriculation.  

 

D. Graduation Requirements.   

 

1. In order to fulfill the requirements for the Master of Laws, students must earn passing 

grades in not fewer than 24 semester hours of credit, including the courses required 

for completion of the degree, with accumulated credit points which aggregate to not 

less than 2.3 times the total number of credit hours. 

 

2. Candidates for the LL.M. degree shall be required to complete the courses in (1) the 

U.S. Legal System and Legal Traditions; and (2) Legal Analysis, Research, and Writing 

for International Students.  The Graduate Studies Committee may permit a student to 

substitute another course/s if the Assistant Dean finds that the student has satisfactorily 

completed equivalent course/s. 

 

3. LL.M. Students must obtain prior approval of their programs of courses from the 

Assistant Dean. 

 

4. The LL.M. program may be pursued on a full-time or part-time basis, over no fewer 

than two semesters of residency at the College of Law. Students enrolled in the 

program on a full-time basis will generally be expected to complete the requirements 

of the degree in one academic year.  Students enrolled in the program on a part-time 

basis will generally be expected to complete the requirements for the LL.M. degree 

within two academic years.  Except when a special exception has been provided by the 

Academic Affairs Committee for good cause shown, the requirements for completion 

of the LL.M. degree shall be completed within a maximum of three calendar years 

from the date of first matriculation in the College of Law. 

 

E.  Grading Standards for LL.M. Students.  Students who are enrolled in the LL.M. program 

shall be graded on a separate scale from J.D. students and shall not be awarded numerical grades.  

Except in a satisfactory/unsatisfactory course, where students receive a grade of “S” or “U,” the 

LL.M. grading scale and credit points per credit hour will be: 

 

  Grade   Credit Points 

 

A 4.0 

A- 3.7 

B+ 3.3 

B 3.0 

B- 2.7 

C+ 2.3 
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C 2.0 

D 1.0 

E 0 

 

For LL.M. students, a grade of C or lower indicates unacceptable work.   

 

If an LL.M. student has indicated an intention to apply for a transfer into the J.D. program 

pursuant to Rule 3.09 (I), then in addition to calculating grades according to the LL.M. scale, 

instructors teaching joint LL.M./J.D. classes will also determine whether that LL.M. student 

would have scored an 80 or higher if the grade were calculated on the J.D. scale.  If so, the 

instructor will calculate the grade for that LL.M. student according to the J.D. scale, as described 

in Rule 9.10.  (This calculation is not to affect the distribution of grades for the J.D. students in 

the class). These J.D. scaled grades shall not become part of the LL.M. student’s record if the 

student stays in the LL.M. program. However, if the LL.M. student transfers into the J.D. 

program, these J.D. scaled grades will replace the LL.M. scaled grades on the student’s transcript, 

and the LL.M. scaled grades will be discarded. 

 

F.  Relationship of LL.M. Grading to J.D. Grading. The performance of LL.M. students 

shall not be considered in determining grades for J.D. Students.  LL.M. students shall not be 

included in creating the grading profile or curve for any J.D. course in which they are enrolled. 

LL.M. students’ grades shall not be included in J.D. honors calculations or rankings. 

 

G.  Examination.  LL.M. students shall be assigned examination numbers that are distinct 

from J.D. student examination numbers. The registrar shall inform professors which examination 

numbers have been assigned to LL.M. students in order to separate LL.M. examinations from the 

grading process for J.D. students.  LL.M. students for whom English is not the primary language 

shall receive an additional 30 minutes for each hour of an examination and may take a printed 

language dictionary into in-class examinations. 

 

H.  Academic Standing Requirements and Dismissal for Academic Deficiency for LL.M. 

Students. 

 

1. Students enrolled in the LL.M. program shall be required to maintain a cumulative 

point hour ratio of at least 2.3 in order to remain in good academic standing. A student 

shall be dismissed from the College of Law for academic deficiency if he or she does 

not maintain a cumulative point hour ratio of at least 2.0. 

 

2. A student whose cumulative point hour ratio falls below 2.3 at any time shall be placed 

on probation, subject to the conditions of probation imposed by the Graduate Studies 

Committee, including a requirement that the student raise his or her cumulative point 

hour ratio to at least 2.3 within one semester of being placed on probation. A student 

who fails to meet the conditions of probation shall be dismissed from the College of 

Law. 

 

3. The Graduate Studies Committee may, in cases in which it is persuaded that 

achievement of academic good standing is a realistic probability, reinstate, on a 
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probationary status, a student who has been dismissed from the LL.M. program for 

academic deficiency.  The terms of probation shall be determined by the Graduate 

Studies Committee and shall include a requirement that the student raise his or her 

cumulative point hour ratio to at least 2.3 within one semester of being placed on 

probation. 

 

I.  Transfer from the LL.M. Program Into the J.D. Program.   A student enrolled in the 

LL.M. program may apply to transfer into the J.D. program after the student has completed the 

regular coursework in the LL.M. program.  If the student is accepted into the J.D. program, the 

student shall receive credit towards a J.D. degree for every class the student completed in the 

LL.M. program for which the student received a J.D. scale grade pursuant to Rule 3.09(E), except 

for (1) U.S. Legal System and Legal Traditions, and (2) Legal Analysis, Research, and Writing 

for International Students. 

 

If the student transfers into the J.D. program, the student’s official grades for the classes 

completed as an LL.M. student will be replaced with the grades that were calculated according to 

the J.D. scale, as described in Rule 3.09(E). 

 

A student who has transferred from the LL.M. program into the J.D. program will receive a 

J.D. degree and not an LL.M. degree upon successful completion of the J.D. program graduation 

requirements.   At any time before the completion of the J.D. program graduation requirements, 

the transferred student may petition the Academic Affairs Committee to be removed from the 

J.D. program and awarded an LL.M degree.   Upon approval of the Academic Affairs 

Committee, the student will receive an LL.M. degree and become ineligible for a J.D. degree.  

The grades on the student’s transcript will remain the grades calculated according to the J.D. 

scale, as described in Rule 3.09(E). 

 

J. Three-Semester Option. To enhance their educational experience, LL.M. students may 

apply to add a third semester of work to their LL.M. degree. Students may apply for this three-

semester option either before matriculating at the College of Law or during the first semester of 

their LL.M. program. Students accepted for the three-semester option will satisfy all of the 

degree requirements specified in this rule and will maintain full-time status (as defined by 

Faculty Rule 5.01) during each of their three semesters. This option does not preclude full-time 

students from transitioning to a part-time schedule and spreading their work over more than two 

semesters, as allowed by Section D.4. 

 

 

 

 


