
TO:   Randy Smith, Vice Provost for Academic Programs 
FROM:  Jennifer Schlueter, Faculty Fellow for Curriculum, Graduate School 
DATE:  16 June 2018 
RE: Proposal to create a combined DVM/MPH 
 
 
The College of Public Health and the College of Veterinary Medicine are proposing a combined 
DVM/MPH degree. The program proposes to simultaneously prepare students for the 
professional practice of veterinary medicine in both the traditional individual patient setting 
and the broader production of medicine and public health context. Both the DVM and he MPH 
are extant programs; this proposal merely provides a pathway through which students might 
obtain both degrees. 
 
The proposal was received by the Graduate School on 14 April 2017. It was first reviewed by the 
combined GS/CAA Curriculum subcommittee, chaired by Faculty Fellow Jennifer Schlueter, on 
17 April 2017, and returned to proposers for revision. Revisions were received on 1 February 
2018 and reviewed by the subcommittee on 8 February 2018. The subcommittee requested 
further revisions on 15 Feb 2018, which were received on 10 March 2018. Final revisions were 
requested in April 2018, and once received, the proposal was approved by the subcommittee 
electronically. It was forwarded to the Graduate Council on 11 May 2018. It was approved by 
the Graduate Council, via electronic vote, on 5 June 2018. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
TO:  Jennifer Schlueter 
  Faculty Fellow, Curriculum 
  Graduate School 
 

W. Randy Smith 
Vice Provost for Academic Affairs 
Office of Academic Affairs 

 
FROM:  Michael S. Bisesi 
  Senior Associate Dean, Academic Affairs 
  College of Public Health 
 
  Susan E. Johnson  

Interim Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 
College of Veterinary Medicine  

 
Armando Hoet 

  Director, MPH-Veterinary Public Health 
College of Veterinary Medicine  

 
DATE:  May 2, 2018 
 
RE:  Additional Revision to Proposed Combined DVM - Master of Public Health-Veterinary Public 

Health  
Combined Degree 

 
      COMMITTEE REQUEST: 
 

(a) Pursuant to this question, the subcommittee notes that page 5 of the pdf provides us with a sample version 
of one academic year in the combined degree program. However, we would like to see sample curriculum for 
the entire combined degree program to better understand how often credit overload would be expected for 
timely completion. 
 
RESPONSE: Please see the attached sample curriculum for the entire combined degree program and a sample 
curriculum for the sample curriculum for the Master of Public Health – Veterinary Public Health degree  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DVM/MPH-VPH 

Combined Degree Program Proposal 

 

Title:  Doctor of Veterinary Medicine and Master of Public Health degrees 

 

Supporting Colleges: College of Veterinary Medicine and College of Public Health  

 

College Contacts  

 

Armando Hoet  

Director Veterinary Public Health Program 

College of Veterinary Medicine 

hoet.1@osu.edu  

 

Michael Bisesi  

Sr. Associate Dean, Academic Affairs 

College of Public Health 

bisesi.12@osu.edu  

 

Susan E. Johnson 

Interim Associate Dean for Academic Affairs 

College of Veterinary Medicine 

Johnson.42@osu.edu  

 

Description and Rationale:  The Doctor of Veterinary Medicine/Master of Public Health – Veterinary Public 

Health specialization (DVM/MPH-VPH) combined degree program take full advantage of the unique 

opportunities for study at The Ohio State University; which has the nation’s most comprehensive health sciences 

campus.  The program simultaneously prepares students for the professional practice of veterinary medicine in 

both the traditional individual patient setting and the broader production medicine and public health context. 

Challenging and exciting opportunities exist in both the public and private sectors, working on issues as diverse 

as zoonotic diseases, food safety and foodborne pathogen, environmental health in agricultural settings, 

preparedness and emergency response and biomedical research. 

 

Credits Required to Earn the Professional (DVM) Degree: 167 Credit Hours  

Credits Required to Earn the Graduate (MPH-VPH) Degree: 45 Credit Hours  

 

Total Credits of Approved Course Overlap in the Combined Degree Program: Students in this program can 

take up to 12 credit hours of preapproved DVM electives, which can be counted as core or elective courses 

towards the MPH-VPH degree. See Appendix A for a list of preapproved DVM electives.   

 

Estimated Duration and Planned Timeline for Completion of the Combined Degree Program: 5 years 

 

Application Process:  Students who wish to pursue the DVM/MPH-VPH must apply to and be admitted 

separately to each program.  There are two pathways for a student to participate in this combined program. 

First, the students may apply initially to the MPH-VPH program, and then during the first year in the graduate 

program apply to begin to the DVM the following year (1+4).  Second, students can start in the DVM degree 
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and then apply to the MPH-VPH program (4+1).  In either case, completed MPH-VPH applications should be 

received no later than May 31 in the College of Public Health to begin as a graduate student the following 

autumn semester.   

 

Program Curricula and Course of Study: Ohio State has long been known as an innovator in veterinary medical 

education, and the DVM/MPH-VPH builds upon that experience to offer a rigorous, but realistic program.  In the 

typical case (1+4), the student will begin study in the MPH-VPH curriculum, completing one year of full-time 

graduate study focused on the core courses and then begin the DVM curriculum the following year (based on 

acceptance).  During the DVM program, the student will complete any remaining graduate course work, including 

the public health practicum (field practice placement) and/or a culminating project (typically an applied research 

project).  If approved by the graduate faculty advisors, the DVM/MPH-VPH student may receive graduate credit 

for elective coursework completed in the professional program as substitutes for the MPH core courses and 

electives. Clinical rotations and practicum could be combined pending approval. Students can also begin their 

studies with the DVM degree (4+1), combining and/or fulfilling during the four years of the professional 

curriculum electives courses, practicum and culminating project towards the MPH-VPH degree.  Students in this 

path will have to stay 2 additional semesters after the DVM degree to complete the require MPH-VPH core 

courses that could not be completed during the regular professional curriculum.  

 

Anticipated Overload: In some circumstances, in which the students wishes to take specific electives not 

included in the preapproved DVM electives for the MPH-VPH program, students may petition the Graduate 

School for permission to take an overload of 1 graduate course (2-3 credits each) per semester in addition to their 

full-time professional load (18 credit hours).  In addition, with permission of their graduate faculty advisors and 

the director of the MPH-VPH program, they may substitute professional elective courses credit for electives 

towards the MPH (which can prevent unnecessary overload). Fourth year DVM rotations in the Public Health 

Career Areas of Emphasis (CAE) can also requested to be recognized as practicum (as long as they complete a 

field experience that meets the guidelines for Public Health, including the corresponding report and evaluations).  

Students must enroll for a minimum of 3 graduate credits during the final semester of graduation from the master’s 

program.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Appendix A 

Pre-Approved DVM Electives 

 

TITLE  COURSE  OFFERED  CREDITS  NOTES  

Emerging Zoonotic Diseases in a Global Context 
VETPREV 

7730 
Spring 2  

Overview of the most important emerging zoonotic diseases in different geographical regions of the world, focusing in their local 

epidemiology, recent outbreaks, prevention, and potential impact in the United States. 

 

Molecular Epidemiology of Infectious Diseases 
VETPREV  

8700 
Spring  3  

Comprehensive overview and detailed discussion on the core molecular approaches that are and can be used in addressing 

population medicine issues and application of molecular techniques in infectious diseases. 

 

Modeling Transmission and Control of Infectious 

Disease in Humans and Animals 

VETPREV  

8830 

4 Week 1 

Summer 
3 

Prereq: 1st (second 

semester), 2nd, 3rd, or 

4th yr standing in 

Veterinary Medicine 

Program, or 

Grad standing. 

Intensive course that provides an introduction to computer models of infectious diseases and their applications. Includes lecture and 

laboratory and focuses on applications rather than mathematical theory. 

 

Opportunities in Global Veterinary Medicine and 

Public Health 

VETPREV 

7760 

Spring* (First 

week of 

December) 

2.5  

This elective course is designed as a preparatory course for veterinary professional (DVM) curriculum and Masters of Public 

Health, MPH-VPH students who plan to engage in international and non-traditional veterinary medicine and public health. 

 

Prevention, Control and Eradication of 

Communicable Diseases 

VETPREV 

7777 
Autumn 2 

Prereq: 2nd or 3rd yr 

standing in Veterinary 

Medicine program; or 

grad standing. 

Foodborne diseases, food animal production 

systems, and food safety 

VETPREV 

7722 
Spring 3 

Prereq: Grad standing or 

enrollment in Veterinary 

Medicine Program. Not 

open to students with 

credit for 722. 

Overview of how the food chain for the most common products of animal origin works, with 

special emphasis in pre-harvest safety, describes most common food-borne bacterial and viral 

diseases, antimicrobial resistance, HACCP. 

Biosecurity, Environmental Health, and Other 

Veterinary Public Topics 

VETPREV 

7723 
Spring 3 

Prereq: 1st (second 

semester), 2nd, or 3rd yr 

standing in Veterinary 

Medicine program, or 

Grad 

standing. Not open to 

students with credit for 

723. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview of biosecurity (bioterrorism, preparedness, management of zoonotic outbreaks), environmental health issues related to 

human and animal interactions, and other topics concerning veterinary public health. 

Contemporary Issues in Animal Welfare 
VETPREV 

7724 
Spring 3 

Prereq: Not open to 

students with credit for 

724.01. 

Give students the opportunity to explore current issues in animal welfare through readings, presentations and discussion. 

Prevention, control, and eradication of important endemic, foreign, and emerging diseases occurring in animal populations. 

Examples of both zoonotic and non-zoonotic diseases will be presented. 

Epidemiology of Zoonotic Diseases 
VETPREV 

7721 
Autumn 3 

Prereq: 2nd, 3rd, or 4th 

yr standing in Veterinary 

Medicine program. Not 

open to students with 

credit for 721. 
Basic epidemiology of important zoonotic diseases, focusing on their etiology and 

epidemiology. Common manifestations in humans and animals, diagnostic procedures, and 

specific preventive and control measures. 



 

 

 

DVM/MPH WITH A SPECIALIZATION IN Veterinary Public Health 
SAMPLE COURSE SCHEDULE 

FOR ONE YEAR OF GRADUATE STUDY 
 

 Autumn Semester Spring Semester 

Year in 

Graduate 

Program 

 

 

VETPREV 7721  Zoonotic Diseases                       3 

 

PUBHBIO 6210  3 

Design and Analysis of Health Sciences  

   Research I 

 

PUBHEHS 6310   3 

Principles of Environmental Health 

 

PUBHEPI 6430 4 

Epidemiology I  

 

PUBHHMP 6610 3 

Health Care Organization  

 

 

                

  

 
                                                                              ___ 

 

                                        Total credits            16 

 

 

 

 

VETPREV 7722  Food-Borne Diseases                   3 

 & Food Safety  

 

VETPREV 7723 Biosecurity & Environmental       3 

Health 

 

 

VETPREV 7725 Veterinary Epidemiology             3 

 

PUBHBIO 6211                                                       3 

Design and Analysis of Health Sciences  

   Research II 

 

 

PUBHHBP 6510                                                      3 

Preventing Disease and Promoting Health  

   through Behavioral Science 

 

 

 

 ___ 

 

 Total credits    15 

 

Grad courses to 

be completed 

after returning 

to DVM 

program 

 

PUBHLTH 7189 2 

 

Practicum in Public Health 

 ___ 

                            Total credits 2 

 

 

VETPREV 7998 3 

Culminating Project In Public Health 

 

 ___ 

                            Total credits 3 

 

 

12 credit hours of professional credits will count as electives in the MPH: 

 

VETPREV 7730  Emerging Zoonotic Diseases in a Global Context          3 credits 

VETPREV 8700     Molecular Epidemiology of Infectious Diseases        3 credits 

VETPREV 7895.02 Literature of Production Medicine          1 credit 

VETPREV 8830  Modeling Transmission & Control of          3 credits 

   Infectious Disease in Humans & Animals      

VETPREV 7777  Prevention, Control & Education of Communicable Diseases      2 credits 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

2017-2018 Curriculum Guide for Master of Public Health degree program 

with a specialization in VETERINARY PUBLIC HEALTH 
 

The Master of Public Health (MPH) degree program is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills for general and 
specialized applied public health practice, both in the public sector and in private sector careers related to population health. It 
includes courses within public health’s core disciplines of biostatistics, environmental health science, epidemiology, health behavior 
& health promotion, and health services management and policy.  This broad training is complemented by the more in-depth course 
work within the specialization including a practicum and culminating experience.  
 

Students admitted to the MPH degree program are assigned a faculty advisor who will provide guidance throughout the program.  
This document serves as a resource to be used by the student and the advisor in planning a program with a specialization in 
Veterinary Public Health (VPH), but is not inclusive of all important degree, college, and university requirements.   All students are 
expected to be familiar with the College of Public Health (CPH) Graduate Student Handbook (available at 
http://cph.osu.edu/students/graduate/handbooks and with the Graduate School Handbook (available at http://www.gradsch.ohio-
state.edu/). 
 
 

PROGRAM OF STUDY 
 

Students may choose one from two possible tracks:  General* or Epidemiology**.  The General track is recommended for 
students with very little prior experience in the field of epidemiology. The curriculum for each track consists of a minimum 
of 45 credits organized into five curricular domains: 
 

1. Core courses in areas of knowledge basic to public health (15-16 credits) 
2. Required courses in the Specialization for both tracks (15-16 credits) 
3. Elective courses approved for the specialization (10 credits) 
4. Practicum (2 credits) 
5. Culminating project (3 credits) 

 

Public Health Core Courses (15-16 credits) 
 

Every student in the MPH-VPH program must take the following courses in areas of knowledge basic to public health: 
 
Biostatistics 

PUBHBIO 6210 

 
 
Design and Analysis of Studies in the Health Sciences 

 
 
3 credits 

Environmental Health Sciences 
PUBHEHS 6310 

 
Principles of Environmental Health Science 

 
3 credits 

Epidemiology   
PUBHEPI 6410 
       OR 

Principles of Epidemiology (for General Track*) 3 credits 
 

PUBHEPI 6430  Epidemiology I & Lab (for Epidemiology Track**) 4 credits 

Social and Behavioral Sciences 
PUBHHBP 6510 

 
Preventing Disease and Promoting Health through Behavioral Science 

 
3 credits 

Health Services Administration 
PUBHHMP 6610 

 
Introduction to Health Care Organization  

 
3 credits 
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Required Courses in the Specialization for both tracks (15-16 credits) 
 

VETPREV 7721   Epidemiology of Zoonotic Diseases 3 credits 
VETPREV 7722   Foodborne Diseases, Food Animal Production Systems and Food Safety 3 credits 
VETPREV 7723   Biosecurity and Environmental Health 3 credits 
PUBHBIO 6211  Design Analysis in the Health Sciences II  3 credits 

  

Select one course (depending on track): 

General Track*: VETPREV 7725   Veterinary Epidemiology 3 credits 

or 
Epidemiology Track**: PUBHEPI 7410  Epidemiology II & Lab                                                       4 credits 

 

Practicum  
PUBHLTH 7189   Practicum in Public Health 2 credits 

 

Approved Electives (10 credits minimum) 
Students are advised to work with their advisor for approval of electives for the program. 

 

Culminating Project  
 

VETPREV 7998     Culminating Project in Veterinary Public Health 3 credits 
    

Sample Curriculum Plan for the Master of Public Health in Veterinary Public Health 
 
(THIS IS ONE OPTION, STUDENTS ARE ADVISED TO CONSULT WITH THEIR ADVISOR FOR OTHER OPTIONS) 

Year 1 
Autumn 

VETPREV 7721 
PUBHBIO 6210 
PUBHEHS 6310 
PUBHHBP 6510 
PUBHEPI 6430  
or 
PUBHEPI 6410 

Epidemiology of Zoonotic Diseases  
Design and Analysis of Studies in the Health Sciences I 
Principles of Environmental Health Science 
Preventing Disease and Promoting Health through Behavioral Science 
Epidemiology I & Lab  
or  
Principles of Epidemiology 

3 credits 
3 credits 
3 credits 
3 credits 
4 credits 
or 
3 credits 

AU 
AU 
AU, SP 
AU, SP 
AU 
 
AU, SP 

Year 1 
Spring 

VETPREV 7222 
VETPREV 7723 
PUBHBIO 6211 
PUBHHMP 6610 
VETPREV 7725 or 
PUBHEPI 7410 

Foodborne Diseases, Food Animal Production Systems & Food Safety  
Biosecurity, Environmental Health, and other Vet Public topics 
Design and Analysis of Studies in the Health Sciences II 
Introduction to Health Care Organization 
Veterinary Epidemiology or 
Epidemiology II & Lab 

3 credits 
3 credits 
3 credits 
3 credits 
3 credits 
4 credits 

SP 
SP 
SP 
AU, SP 
SP 
SP 

Year 1 
Summer 

ELECTIVES 
PUBHLTH 7189 

To be selected and approved with the advisor 
Practicum 

1-10 credits 
2 credits 

ANY 
ANY 

Year 2 
Autumn 

ELECTIVES 
 

To be selected and approved with the advisor 
 

1-10 credits 
 

ANY 
 

Year 2 
Spring 

ELECTIVES 
VETPREV  7998 

To be selected and approved with the advisor 
Culminating Project in Veterinary Public Health 

1-10 credits 
3 credits 

ANY 
SP 

 

Grade Policy: 
In addition to the general Graduate School requirements of a cumulative grade point average of 3.0 or higher, students must 
meet specific college policies regarding grades in Core and specialization courses. Students should familiarize themselves with 
Section 11 of the College of Public Health Graduate Student Handbook. 
 
Office of Academic Programs and Student Services (OAPSS) 
OAPSS staff is available to provide assistance with College, Graduate School and University policies and procedures.   
Students can make an appointment with a staff member in OAPSS by calling (614) 292-8350.  
OAPSS address: 100 Cunz Hall/1841 Neil Ave/Columbus, Ohio/ 43210/cph.osu.edu  
 

 

 

 


