
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
March 15, 2019 

 
 

Randy Smith, Vice Provost for Academic Programs, Office of Academic Affairs 
 
Re: Retroactive curriculum change approval for the Mechanical Engineering BS Program 
 
Dear Randy, 

In March 2017, OAA approved a course change request and a new course requested submitted by the 
Department of Mechanical Engineering.  The course change request for MECHENG 3670 (4cr) Design 
and Analysis of Machine Elements I requested a 2 credit hour reduction in material.  At the same time a 
new course, MECHENG 3751 (2cr) Kinematics and Mechanism Design, was created to cover the material 
removed from MECHENG 3670.  Although these requests were approved, the department did not 
submit a curriculum change request. 

Several factors contributed to these course changes. The original version of MECHENG 3670 contained 
material that was previously taught in MECHENG 553, MECHENG 561, and MECHENG 562 under the 
quarter system.  Originally, under the quarter system, it was the program’s belief that the transition 
from one section of the material to the other would be possible in the single-course format in 
semesters, but feedback from students and faculty who taught the course expressed otherwise.   

The program, after several offerings of MECH 3670 under the semester system, decided to formally 
separate the material but still keep it all under the MECHENG 3670 course number.  Certain material 
would be taught on Mondays and Wednesdays, and other material would be taught on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  Different faculty taught the different topics in the effort to define further the differences in 
the material.  

Students, however, still responded that since they reported to the same room at the same time every 
day, it still felt like an uncomfortable way to present the course content.  The program ultimately 
decided to separate the course into two different courses.  MECHENG 3670 would cover material on 
machine elements (originally found in MECHENG 561 and MECHENG 562), and the new course, 
MECHENG 3751, would cover and expand on the kinematics material found in MECHENG 553.  The 7-
week offerings for each course provide a clear way to differentiate between the material.  Since this 
change, the program has not received any negative feedback from students about confusing 
presentations between the two courses. 
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The only impact to students has been a minor change to their course schedule, and the program 
changes are credit neutral.  The MAE advising office notified all major students via email two semesters 
before the change was implemented, and the degree audit was updated to include the new course.  

The department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering was not aware that such a minor change 
required CCAA and CAA approval, hence the delay and request for a retroactive approval.  A curriculum 
sheet with the curriculum changes is enclosed.   

Sincerely, 

 

Rob Siston, Associate Professor and Undergraduate Studies Chair 
Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 



 
 

 


