
TO:   Randy Smith, Vice Provost for Academic Programs 
FROM:  Shari Speer, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, Graduate School 
DATE:  10 May 2019 
RE: Proposal for revisions to Masters and Doctorate in Agricultural and Extension 

Education 
 
 
The College of Food, Agriculture and Environmental Sciences is proposing curricular changes to 
their Masters and Doctorate degrees in Agricultural and Extension Education (to be called 
Agricultural Communication, Education and Leadership).   
 
The proposal was received by the Graduate School on 6 July 2018. It was reviewed by GS/CAA 
on 16 October 2018, and revisions were requested.  Revisions were received 5 December 2018 
and reviewed by GS/CAA on 28 January 2019. Revisions were again requested and were 
received 4 March 2019. The proposal was again reviewed by GS/CAA on 18 March 2019 and 
revisions were requested. A final round of revisions were received 21 March 2019 and the 
proposal was again reviewed on 1 April 2019 and recommended for approval by Graduate 
Council. The proposal was approved by e vote of the Graduate Council on 10 May 2019.   
 
 
 



Tuesday,  March  5,  2019  at  10:57:33  AM  Eastern  Standard  Time
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Subject: Re:  revisions  to  Masters  and  Doctorate  in  Agricultural  and  Extension  Educa7on
Date: Monday,  March  4,  2019  at  7:56:13  PM  Eastern  Standard  Time
From: Buck,  Emily  B.
To: Speer,  Shari,  Neal,  Steve
CC: ToM,  Jill  A.,  Pierzynski,  Gary  M.,  Schlueter,  Jennifer,  Kitchel,  Tracy  J.,  Kivel,  Mary
A2achments: ACEL_review.pdf,  Concurrence.pdf,  ACELCurricularRevision0119.pdf,  image001.png

Dear  Dr  Speer,
Please  find  aXached  our  answers  to  the  commiXee’s  ques7ons  noted  below.  Please  let  me  know  of  any  other
informa7on  we  can  provide.
Thank  you
Emily  Buck
  
  
-‐-‐  
Emily  B.  Buck,  PhD
Professor,  Agricultural  Communica7on
Graduate  Student  Director
The  Ohio  State  University
200Y  Ag  Administra7on
2120  Fyffe  Rd
Columbus,  Oh  43210
740-‐490-‐5236
Buck.210@osu.edu
  
  
  

From:  "Speer,  Shari"  <speer.21@osu.edu>
Date:  Thursday,  January  31,  2019  at  5:17  PM
To:  "Neal,  Steve"  <neal.2@osu.edu>
Cc:  "ToM,  Jill  A."  <toM.20@osu.edu>,  "Pierzynski,  Gary  M."  <pierzynski.3@osu.edu>,  "Schlueter,
Jennifer"  <schlueter.10@osu.edu>,  "Kitchel,  Tracy  J."  <kitchel.2@osu.edu>,  "Kivel,  Mary"
<kivel.1@osu.edu>,  "Buck,  Emily  B."  <buck.210@osu.edu>
Subject:  Re:  revisions  to  Masters  and  Doctorate  in  Agricultural  and  Extension  Educa7on
  
Dear  Dr.  Neal,
  
At  our  28  January  mee7ng,  the  combined  GS/CAA  curriculum  subcommiXee,  which  I  co-‐chair  with  Faculty
Fellow  Jennifer  Schlueter,  reviewed  your  revised  proposal.  The  commiXee  found  your  responses  clear  and
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germane,  con7nues  to  be  enthusias7c  about  your  proposed  changes,  and  is  eager  to  move  them  forward
through  the  approval  process.  We  have  a  two  requests  for  addi7onal  clarifica7on,  however.    With  your
revised  proposal,  please  include  a  cover  leXer  that  points  the  subcommiXee  to  the  loca7ons  in  the  document
where  revisions  have  been  made  to  address  the  requests.
  

1.   The  subcommiXee  wonders  whether  there  will  need  to  be  revisions  made  to  extant  courses  in  order
for  the  courses  to  be  offered  online.  If  so,  please  describe  the  plans  for  this.

2.   The  subcommiXee  remains  concerned  about  the  availability  to  students  of  the    courses  from  outside
your  department  for  the  “Outside  ACEL  Research  Courses”  sec7on  of  your  proposal.    This  is  usually  a
maXer  of  including  a  concurrence  form  from  the  relevant  departments  (e.g.  Sta7s7cs  and  Sociology).
  It  could  also  suffice  if  you  were  to  simply  drop  an  email  to  the  responsible  academic  affairs  dean  and
include  a  copy  of  their  reply  to  ensure  there  would  be  space  for  your  students.

  
Upon  receipt  of  the  revised  proposal,  the  subcommiXee  will  revisit  and,  if  sa7sfied,  move  it  forward  to  the
Graduate  Council  for  their  review  and  approval.  Jen  and  I  will  keep  you  posted  as  this  moves  along.
  
Best,
Shari
  
-‐-‐  

Shari  R.  Speer,  PhD   
Associate  Dean  for  Academic  Affairs
Professor  of  Linguistics
Graduate  School 
250D  University  Hall,  230  N.  Oval  Mall,  Columbus,  OH  43210
614.292.9490
speer.21@osu.edu
  
  
  
From:  "Schlueter,  Jennifer"  <schlueter.10@osu.edu>
Date:  Tuesday,  October  16,  2018  at  4:05  PM
To:  "Neal,  Steve"  <neal.2@osu.edu>
Cc:  "Shari  Speer  (OSU)"  <speer.21@osu.edu>,  Jill  ToM  <toM.20@osu.edu>,  "Pierzynski,  Gary  M."
<pierzynski.3@osu.edu>
Subject:  revisions  to  Masters  and  Doctorate  in  Agricultural  and  Extension  Educa7on
  
Dear  Dr.  Neal:
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At  the  16  October  2018  mee7ng  of  the  combined  Graduate  School/CAA  curriculum  subcommiXee,  which  I
chair  as  Faculty  Fellow,  we  reviewed  your  proposal  for  revisions  to  the  Masters  and  Doctorate  in  Agricultural
and  Extension  Educa7on  (to  be  called  Agricultural  Communica7on,  Educa7on,  and  Leadership).  The
subcommiXee  is  enthusias7c  about  your  proposed  changes  both  in  name  and  in  content.  We  have  a  few
ques7ons  we’d  like  to  see  addressed  in  a  revision,  however,  before  recommending  this  move  forward  to  the
Graduate  Council  for  their  review  and  approval.  When  you  submit  your  revisions,  please  include  a  cover  sheet
that  points  the  subcommiXee  to  where  in  the  revised  document  we  might  find  the  changes.
  

1.   We  note,  in  a  22  June  2018  leXer  from  Dr.  Tracy  Kitchel  to  OAA,  that  the  M.Ed.  is  not  part  of  this
revision  package  but  is  itself  under  revision.  How  will  (if  at  all)  the  proposed  changes  to  the  curriculum
of  the  MS  and  PhD  impact  the  M.Ed?  We  note  that  no  students  are  currently  enrolled  in  it;  however,
more  informa7on  here  will  be  appreciated.

2.   We  note,  in  a  6  November  2017  leXer  from  Dr.  Emily  Buck  to  OAA,  that  the  ACEL  department  also
operates  an  “online  version  of  the  Master  of  Science.”  How  will  these  proposed  changes  to  the  MS  and
PhD  affect  the  online  degree  program?  Please  be  explicit  here.

3.   We  note,  in  the  22  June  2018  leXer  from  Dr.  Kitchel  to  OAA,  that  the  learning  goals  for  the  program  will
remain  the  same.  We  would  like  to  see  the  assessment  plan  for  the  programs,  however.  We  can  see
that,  throughout  the  Program  Goals  sec7on  of  the  proposal,  goals  will  now  be  met  by  changed  courses
or  assignments.

4.   Can  you  confirm  that  courses  from  outside  your  department  for  the  “Outside  ACEL  Research  Courses”
sec7on  of  your  proposal  will  be  open  and  available  to  your  students?  We  noted  several  courses  from
Psychology,  Sta7s7cs,  and  Sociology,  for  example.

5.   Can  you  clarify  how  you  are  using  the  word  “cognate”  throughout  your  curriculum?  Is  it  to  denote
coursework  outside  your  department?

6.   In  general,  do  most  of  the  MS  students  in  your  program  go  on  to  take  the  PhD  with  you?
  
Upon  receipt  of  your  revised  proposal,  the  subcommiXee  will  revisit.  I’ll  keep  you  posted  as  things  move
along.
  
All  the  best,
Jen
  
Jennifer  Schlueter,  PhD
Associate  Professor  and  Lab  Series  Producer:  Department  of  Theatre  
Project  Director:  Social  Change,  Community  Engagement,  and  Crea7ve  Prac7ces  Discovery  Theme
Faculty  Fellow  for  Curriculum:  Graduate  School
1103  Drake  Performance  and  Event  Center
1849  Cannon  Drive  /  Columbus  OH  /  43210-‐1234
614.688.3778  /  jenniferschlueter.com
  

http://www.jenniferschlueter.com/
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March 2, 2019 
 
Dear Dr. Speer, 
 
We appreciate your continued revision of our proposed changes to the Masters and 
Doctorate degrees in Agricultural and Extension Education (Agricultural 
Communication, Education and Leadership). In response to your latest request we are 
sending you emails from all of the departments we have listed courses from under our 
suggested course section “Outside ACEL Research Courses.” All programs have 
offered support of us including their courses in the list.  
 
In regards to the subcommittee’s concerns on revisions needed for our courses online 
we wanted to clarify that much of the existing coursework in this department has 
already been offered online.   Our department has a long history of digital content 
delivery and one point of pride in our department is that we are the oldest fully online 
program offered at Ohio State.  The pattern for most of these courses has been to 
alternate between the online and in-person formats each year.  The following courses 
already have an online format: ACEL (AEE) 7000, ACEL (AEE) 7230, ACEL (AEE) 
7320, ACEL (AEE) 7420, ACEL (AEE) 7520, ACEL (AEE) 7700, ACEL (AEE) 
8000, ACEL (AEE) 8100, and ACEL (AEE) 8420.  
 
 The proposed courses: ACEL 8855, ACEL 8877, and ACEL 8200 will need to be 
developed in the online format.  In order to develop online coursework, faculty 
members solicit help from instructional designers at ODEE as well as the educational 
technologist on staff in the department.  Course development is guided by the Quality 
Matters guidelines and has already started as can be seen in the syllabi provided with 
the new course proposals. 
Please let me know if there is any other information we can provide the committee in 
relation to this program change proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Emily Buck 
 
Emily B. Buck, PhD 
Professor, Agricultural Communication 
Graduate Student Director 
200Y Ag Administration 
740-490-5236 
Buck.210@osu.edu 
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101 THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 

Department of Agricultural Communication, 
Education, and Leadership 

208 Agricultural Administration Building 
2120 Fyffe Road 

Columbus, OH 4321 O 

February 22, 2018 

Office of Academic Affairs 
203 Bricker Hall 
190 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, OH 43210 

Dear OAA: 

The members of the Department of Agricultural Communication, Education, and 
Leadership wish to address curricular issues in the graduate programs by implementing 
changes to the Masters of Agricultural and Extension Education program and the 
Doctorate in Agricultural and Extension Education starting Autumn Semester 2019. These 
changes are summarized in a letter written by, Dr. Emily Buck Chair of the Graduate 
Studies Committee and Dr. M. Susie Whittington, Chair of the Academic Committee. 

The faculty began discussing this revision in autumn of 2016, and revised several elements 
throughout the 2016-2017 academic year. The faculty then met at a retreat on August 
17, 2017 to finalize the changes that various committees had been working on throughout 
the past year. The final revisions were submitted to the faculty at a department meeting 
on September 15, 2017. A vote was conducted at this meeting and the proposal was 
unanimous. We then submitted the proposal to the College of Food, Agricultural, and 
Environmental Science Academic Affairs Committee for review. 

We ask that the program changes be approved. In the case that they are not, please 
provide detailed descriptions of improvements needed. 

Sincerely, 

�� 
Dr. Tracy Kitchel, Chair 
Agricultural Communication, Education, and Leadership 

614-292-6321 Phone
614-292-7007 Fax

acel.osu.edu
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101 THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

Agricultural Communication, Agricultural Education, Community and Extension Education, 

and Leadership. A student interested in International Extension, for example, would 

currently be required to complete all of the requirements for either Community and 

Extension Education or International Development and then add courses from the other 

specialization as electives. This results in the student taking courses that may not be 

applicable the student's research and career goals while taking away the room in their 

schedule to take a course that does reflects his/her goals. This happens most often when a 

student is interested in International Extension, Community Leadership, or those 

interested in Environmental Education who would benefit from both formal (Agricultural 

Education) and non-formal (Community and Extension Education) methods of instruction. 

In each of these cases, the student is served best by a hybrid of two specializations, but 

instead is forced to select one specialization while taking courses from the other 

specialization as electives. Since this was not the intent of these specializations and both 

students and faculty have identified this as another issue that should be addressed in a 

curricular revision. 

Degree Name: The benefit of the internal specializations has been that it gives our 

students something to list on their CV that is representative of their graduate work. Our 

current degree name is "Agricultural and Extension Education" which does not capture the 

work in Agricultural Communication, Leadership, or International Development. Program 

graduates have been able to identify themselves to prospective employers through the 

use of these specializations that identify their area of expertise. Even with these internal 

specializations, this has been especially challenging for our Agricultural Communication 

students who are competing against graduates with a degree in "Agricultural 

Communication." With the proposed changes to the internal specializations, the faculty 

have also identified that the name of the degree itself should be more reflective of the 

totality of the work in the department. We propose to change the name of the degree to 

"Agricultural Communication, Education, and Leadership" to match the name of the 

department. We feel that this name is a more accurate reflection of the graduate work in 

the department than the current name. We would also like this reflected in the 

registration system so that our course prefix would be "ACEL" instead of "AEE." 

After these problems were identified through faculty and student focus groups, faculty 

compared program, degree requirements, degree name, and program courses with peer 

institutions, most notably the University of Florida, University of Missouri, and Kansas 

4
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State University. The program comparisons led to similar conclusions as had already been 

identified with the student and faculty focus groups. Armed with this information, the 

faculty began discussing this revision in autumn of 2016, and revised several elements 

throughout the 2016-2017 academic year. The faculty then met at a retreat on August 17, 

2017 to finalize the changes that various committees proposed. These revisions were 

submitted to the faculty at a department meeting on September 15, 2017. A vote was 

conducted and the proposal was unanimous. Minor edits to the revision was approved at 

a faculty meeting on October 20, 2017. 

We are quite pleased with the proposal we are putting forward for review. The research 

courses have been reconfigured to eliminate any overlap in content and can now be 

completed in one academic year. The faculty feel that these courses still uphold the long

standing legacy that these courses have come to represent for the department. Four of 

the two-credit courses have been merged into two three-credit courses. Additionally, the 

faculty re-examined the required courses for the Master's and PhD degrees and identified 

which courses are core to this degree. Once the core courses were identified, the degree 

requirements were changed to allow more flexibility in the departmental electives the 

student will select. The faculty feels that this allows the right balance of upholding the 

courses that are integral to the program while allowing students to pursue a specialized 

degree that will meet thei( career goals and ambitions. 

We ask that the program changes be approved. We welcome any conversation to add 

clarity. Thank you for your consideration of our proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Emily Buck 

Associate Professor 

Chair, ACEL Graduate Studies Committee 

 

Dr. M. Susie Whittington 

Professor 

Chair, ACEL Academic Committee 

5
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Global Name Change  
We propose changing the name of the degree from “Agricultural and Extension Education” to 
“Agricultural Communication, Education, and Leadership” and propose a global change in the 
numbering conventions of all of our courses from “AEE” to “ACEL” to reflect the intentionally expanded 
scope that will be seen in the new courses. Of the current 25 courses with the AEE prefix, these 15 
would remain the same in content, title, and credit hours with the only change being in the prefix to the 
course number.   

 
AEE 7000: Graduate Orientation Seminar (1) 
AEE 7230: Strategic and Program Planning for 
Visionary Change (3) 
AEE 7300: Advanced Teaching Methods (3) 
AEE 7320: Adult Learning and Professional 
Development (3) 
AEE 7420: Emerging Trends and Issues in 
Agricultural and Extension Education (2) 
AEE 7520: Human Development and Program 
Planning (2) 
AEE 7700: Documenting Change through 
Evaluation and Accountability (3) 
AEE 7889: Workshop in Agricultural and 
Extension Education (1-3) 
AEE 8100: Applied Communication Theory and 
Practice (3) 
AEE 8193: Individual Studies (1-5) 
AEE 8310: Theory of Learning and Cognition (3) 
AEE 8420: Leadership and Administration in 
Agricultural and Extension Education (3) 
AEE 8735: College Teaching in Agriculture (2) 
AEE 8998: Graduate Research (1-3) 
AEE 8999: Research (1- 12) 

 

ACEL 7000: Graduate Orientation Seminar (1) 
ACEL 7230: Strategic and Program Planning for 
Visionary Change (3) 
ACEL 7300: Advanced Teaching Methods (3) 
ACEL 7320: Adult Learning and Professional 
Development (3) 
ACEL 7420: Emerging Trends and Issues in 
Agricultural and Extension Education (2) 
ACEL 7520: Human Development and Program 
Planning (2) 
ACEL 7700: Documenting Change through 
Evaluation and Accountability (3) 
ACEL 7889: Workshop in Agricultural and 
Extension Education (1-3) 
ACEL 8100: Applied Communication Theory and 
Practice (3) 
ACEL 8193: Individual Studies (1-5) 
ACEL 8310: Theory of Learning and Cognition (3) 
ACEL 8420: Leadership and Administration in 
Agricultural and Extension Education (3) 
ACEL 8735: College Teaching in Agriculture (2) 
ACEL 8998: Graduate Research (1-3) 
ACEL 8999: Research (1-12) 

Discontinued Courses  
We ask that these nine courses be put into limbo as they will not continue in the new curriculum.  Five 
of these courses (8851, 8861, 8875, 8890, 8895) are being discontinued and four of these courses (8850, 
8860, 8870, and 8880) are being reconfigured and combined with other courses to create new courses.  
Courses that will be reconfigured and offered in a new format with a new number are designated with a 
“*” before the course. Additional information about these reconfigured courses can be found in the 
section titled “Course Reconfigurations.” 
 

*AEE 8850: Research Methods (2) This course will be combined with AEE 8860 (2) to form AEE  
  8855: Research Methods and Design (3). 
AEE 8851: Research Proposal I (1) This course was intended to be the companion course to 8850  

which the student was to take with their advisor. While this course was fine in theory, in 
practice the timing of the collaboration did not work well.  

10



*AEE 8860: Research Design (2) Proposed to be combined with AEE 8850 (2) to form AEE 8855:  
Research Methods and Design (3) 

AEE 8861: Research Proposal II (1) This course was intended to be the companion course with  
8860 in which students would prepare a draft of chapter three for their 
theses/dissertation research. This was to be done with their advisor and the 8860 
instructor. While this course was fine in theory, in practice the timing of the 
collaboration does not always work out. 

*AEE 8870: Analysis & Interpretation of Data (2) Proposed to be combined with AEE 8880 (2) to  
form AEE 8877: Data Collection, Analysis & Interpretation (3) 

AEE 8875: Data Analysis and Interpretation Laboratory (1)  This lab is the accompanying course  
to AEE 8870 and will not be offered in the new curriculum.  

*AEE 8880: Instrumentation & Procedures for Data Collection (2) Proposed to be combined with  
AEE 8870 (2) to form AEE 8877: Data Collection, Analysis & Interpretation (3) 

AEE 8890: Applied Regression Analysis (2) This course taught advanced multivariate data  
regression techniques used in the applied social and life sciences. These advanced 
analysis techniques are useful for our PhD students conducting quantitative research. 
This represents a small percentage of our overall student population and excellent 
courses with these techniques are offered through other departments.  

AEE 8895: Applied Data Reduction Techniques (2) This course taught advanced multivariate data  
regression techniques used in the applied social and life sciences. These advanced 
analysis techniques are useful for our PhD students conducting quantitative research. 
This represents a small percentage of our overall student population and excellent 
courses with these techniques are offered through other departments 

Course Changes  
In addition to the prefix change, this existing course will have an additional modification in the number 
of credit hours.  

ACEL 8000 – Leading through Historical Perspectives (2cr) - course change request - from 3 
credit course to 2 credit course 
After an analysis of the content of the course and its relation to the overall program objectives, 
the faculty voted to reduce the content of this course so that it could more accurately reflect the 
mission statement of the program.  

Course Reconfigurations  
These two proposed courses are a reconfiguration and combination of existing AEE courses. In addition 
to a new prefix, these courses would have a new course number and course title that reflects the 
combined content of these courses.  

 
ACEL 8855: Research Methods and Design (3cr) - course change request to merge two current 
courses:  

AEE 8850: Research Methods (2cr)  
AEE 8860: Research Design (2cr) 

This course change reflects the combination of these two 2-credit semester courses to one 3-
credit semester course. This would eliminate any potential content overlap that may exist 
between the two courses, allow the students to learn research methods that could help them 
with their final thesis or project earlier in their degree program, and it would also put our 
program more in line with peer institutions across the nation.  
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ACEL 8877: Data Collection, Analysis & Interpretation (3cr) - course change request to merge 
two current courses:  

AEE 8870: Analysis and Interpretation of Data (2cr)  
AEE 8880: Instrumentation & Procedures for Data Collection (2cr) 

This course change reflects the combination of these two 2-credit semester courses to one 3-
credit semester course. This would eliminate any potential content overlap that may exist 
between the two courses, allow the students to learn research methods that could help them 
with their final thesis or project earlier in their degree program, and it would also put our 
program more in line with peer institutions across the nation.  

Course Additions  
In a review of the program coursework and course content, the faculty recognized that one area of core 
content that was not being taught in the current program was a leadership theory course.  

ACEL 8200: Critical Perspectives in Leadership Development (3) 
While leadership students currently take several courses regarding the practice of leadership, the 
previous program did not have a course that addressed the theory of leadership. This proposed 
course provides an overview of the theoretical framework for the practice of leadership in 
organizations leading to the application of theory and best practices in leadership practice. A 
course syllabus is included in this packet.  

MS Program Changes   
The current MS program consists of four parts a Core Foundations section which every student is 
required to complete regardless of specialization, specialization requirements, specialization electives, 
and research hours required for the Master’s project or thesis. An overview of the changes is listed 
below followed by detailed explanations of the proposed changes in each section.  
 

Current MS Category Totals   
Core Foundations       6 hours 
Specialization Requirements       6 to 9 hours 
Specialization Electives      varies 
 
Masters Project/Thesis      3 hrs 
Total for degree:       30 thesis 
         35 non-thesis 

Proposed MS Category Totals 
Core Foundations     9 hours 
Program Theory  3 hours 
Electives   15 hrs thesis 

20 hrs non-thesis 
Master’s Project/ Thesis 3 hrs 
Total for degree:       30 thesis 
         35 non-thesis 

Program Core- Increase program core from 6 hours to 9 hours 
These are the courses that every student needs to take regardless of specialization. The current program 
core consists of three courses and is currently 6 credit hours. The proposed program core will consist of 
4 courses and will be 9 credit hours. The new core will consist of the proposed ACEL 8855 which is a 
combination 8850: Research Methods and 8860: Research Design. ACEL 8000 has been proposed to be 
reduced to a two credit hour course and the requirement for a second research course was added for 
this degree. This would consist of ACEL 8877 for those students who will be completing a Master’s thesis 
and ACEL 7770 for those student who will be completing a Master’s project. Proposed courses have 
been designated with an “*” and changes have been highlighted in red.   
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Current Program Core (6)    Proposed Program Core (9) 
AEE 7000: Grad Orient Seminar (1)            ACEL 7000: Grad Orient Seminar (1) 
AEE 8000: Historical Perspectives (3)  ACEL 8000: Historical Perspectives (2) 
AEE 8850: Research Methods (2)  *ACEL 8855: Research Methods & Design (3)  

 
Thesis students would also be required to take: 
*ACEL 8877: Data Collection, Analysis &  

Interpretation (3)  
  or 
Non-thesis students would be required to take: 
ACEL 7770: Documenting Change through 
Evaluation and Accountability (3) 
 

Program Theory- Add requirement for 3 hours of theory 
The faculty feel that program theory is a signature area of our curriculum and all students should take a 
theory course that provides sound theory in the area of their specialization. While it was always 
intended that students would complete a theory course and most specializations did require a course in 
theory, it was not specifically called out as such and was not required for each specialization. This 
category would require the student to complete a theory course most applicable to their area of study.  
   

Students will select one of the following:  
ACEL 8310: Theory of Learning and Cognition (3)  
ACEL 8100: Applied Communication Theory and Practice (3) 
*ACEL 8200: Critical Perspectives in Leadership Development (3) 

 
Electives- Increase flexibility- 15 hours thesis students/ 20 hours non-thesis 
The required credit hours in the program core (9), theory course (3), and required research hours (3) 
total 15 credit hours. Thesis students are required to compete 30 credit hours and non-thesis students 
are required to complete 35 credit hours. This leaves 15 hours of electives for thesis students and 20 
hours for non-thesis students. The proposed electives structure is less prescribed than the current 
structure and will allow the student a greater degree of flexibility. Students will work with their advisor 
to tailor the program to their academic needs. While students are required to complete at least 20 
hours of departmental classes, there is still a large degree of flexibility to take courses in other 
departments. Below is a list of possible departmental electives that students can select as program 
electives: 
 
ACEL 7230: Strategic and Program Planning for Visionary 
Change (3) 
ACEL 7300: Advanced Teaching Methods (3) 
ACEL 7320: Adult Learning and Professional Development (3) 
ACEL 7420: Emerging Trends and Issues in Agricultural and 
Extension Education (2) 
ACEL 7520: Human Development and Program Planning (2) 
ACEL 7700: Documenting Change through Evaluation and 
Accountability (3) 
ACEL 7889: Wkshp in Ag and Extension Education (1-3) 
ACEL 8100: Applied Communication Theory and Practice (3) 
ACEL 8193: Individual Studies (1-5) 

ACEL 8310: Theory of Learning and Cognition (3) 
ACEL 8420: Leadership and Administration in Agricultural and 
Extension Education (3) 
ACEL 8735: College Teaching in Agriculture (2) 
COMLDR 5330: Methods of Teaching in Non-formal Learning 
Environ (3) 
COMLDR 5335: Volunteer and Human Resource Mgmt (3) 
COMLDR 5430: Professional Leadership Ethics (3) 
AGRCOMM 5150: Com Strategies for Change & Devlpmnt (3) 
AGRCOMM 5170: Intl Development Theory and Practice (3) 
AGRCOMM 5190: Extension Education in Developing Cntrs (3) 

13



Masters Project/ Thesis- No change-  3 hours 
The requirement for the Master’s project or thesis would remain the same. Students are required to 
complete a total of 3 hours minimum of either ACEL 8998 for non-thesis students or ACEL 8999 for 
thesis students.  
 
Program Learning Goals for Masters of Science 
The overall program learning goals will remain the same for the proposed curriculum.  Some of the 
subgoals were tied to courses that are no longer required or have been changed with the proposed 
curriculum.  Items in red indicate a change and how that change will be addressed.  

1. Think critically about the role and impacts of education, communication, and leadership in 
society 

a. Review History, important principles, and theoretical frameworks that guide AEE 
• AEE (ACEL) 8000:  While this course will be reduced to two credit hours, it will 

still meet this program goal.  
b. Interpret the role of AEE in addressing current and emerging societal issues 

• Thesis or Project and Oral Exam 
c. Formulates position to support selected graduate program subject for 

exploration/investigation that impacts education, communication, and leadership 
• Thesis or Project and Oral Exam 

2. Become catalysts for change in living, learning, and working environments through Agricultural 
and Extension Education 

a. Design Quality Plans for programs in AEE 
• This outcome is no longer a measure of this learning goal 

b. Examine appropriate evaluation strategies in AEE 
• AEE 7700:  ACEL 7700 will still meet this requirement for non-thesis students 

and ACEL 8877 will now meet this requirement for thesis students.  
c. Interpret current issues in ACEL through a theoretical lens 

• Students will meet this goal by either ACEL 8100 or ACEL 8200 or ACEL 8310.  
3. Be effective communicators exemplifying the skills necessary to report and summarize 

disciplinary information 
a. Report and summarize disciplinary information in writing 

• Thesis or Project 
b. Report and summarize disciplinary information orally 

• Thesis or Project Oral Exam 
c. Actively listen to questions and answer them directly 

• Thesis or Project Oral Exam 
4. Utilize and consume research in Agricultural and Extension Education to address important 

societal issues 
a. Examine characteristics of quality research in Agricultural and Extension Education 

• Thesis or Project and Oral Exam 
b. Evaluate research in Agricultural and Extension Education 
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• AEE 8850: ACEL 8855 will combine 8850 and 8860 and the combined course will 
still meet this program goal.  

 

PhD Program Changes    
The current PhD program consists of five parts: Core Foundations, Research Cognate, Specialization 
Electives, Outside Cognate, and Dissertation Research. An overview of the changes is listed below 
followed by detailed explanations of the proposed changes in each section.  
 

Current PhD Category Totals 
Core Foundations       16 hours 
Research & Data Analysis       15 hours 
Specialization Electives      varies 
Outside Cognate       9 hrs 
Dissertation Research      6 hrs min 

Proposed PhD Category Totals 
Core Foundations     12 hours 
Research & Data Analysis 15 hours 
Department Electives 9 hrs  
Outside Cognate  9 hrs 
Dissertation Research 6 hrs min 

Program Core- decrease core requirement to 12 hours  
The faculty have elected to remove ACEL 7230 and ACEL 8420 as core foundations for the PhD degree. 
The faculty felt that these courses were more practical than theoretical in nature and should still be 
maintained as electives but are not core foundations to the PhD degree. The faculty felt that the 
proposed ACEL 8200: Critical Perspectives in Leadership Development should be classified as a Core 
Foundation. Overall, the Core Foundation have decreased from 16 hours to 12 hours: 
 

Current Program Core (16)  Proposed Program Core (12) 
AEE 7000: Grad Orient Seminar (1)          ACEL 7000: Grad Orient Seminar (1) 
AEE 7230: Strategic Planning (3) 
AEE 8000: Historical Perspectives (3) ACEL 8000: Historical Perspectives (2) 
AEE 8100: Applied Com Theory (3) ACEL 8100: Applied Com Theory (3) 
AEE 8310: Theory of Learn & Cog (3) ACEL 8310: Theory of Learn & Cog (3) 
AEE 8420: Leadership and Admin (3) ACEL 8200: Critical Perspectives in Leadership  

        Development (3) 
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Research and Data Analysis Cognate- Combine departmental research courses and 
require research courses outside the department 
The Research and Data Analysis Cognate is the largest area of revision for the PhD Curriculum. Two 
courses (ACEL 8855 and ACEL 8877) are courses which have been created from combinations of previous 
courses (see the section titled “Course Reconfigurations”).  Two courses (AEE 8890 and AEE 8895) will no 
longer be offered by this department and we have requested that these courses be put into limbo (see 
the section titled “Discontinued Courses”). Instead, the students will be required to take these courses 
outside of the department. Proposed courses are indicated with “*”.  
 
Current Research Cognate (15)   
AEE 8850: Research Methods (2)  
AEE 8860: Research Design (2)   
AEE 8870: Analysis and Interpretation of Data (2)  
AEE 8880: Instrumentation and Data Collection (2) 
AEE 8890: Applied Regression Analysis (2) 
AEE 8895: Applied Data Reduction (2) 
Qualitative Research (course work) (3)

Proposed Research Cognate (15) 
*ACEL 8855: Research Methods & Design (3)  
 
*ACEL 8877:  Data Collection, Analysis &  

Interpretation (3)  
Quantitative Advanced Statistics (3) 
Qualitative Research (3) 
Additional advanced quantitative or qualitative 
research course (3) 

Outside ACEL Research Courses available to students 
While the department has taught Applied Regression Analysis and Applied Data Reduction for many 
years, these techniques do not benefit all of our students and these methods are being taught by other 
departments across campus. Below is a listing of possible research courses that our students can take in 
other departments. They would be required to take one qualitative, one quantitative, and then one 
additional course aligned with their research interest (qualitative or quantitative). For most of our 
students, they will be most aligned with courses taught in the College of Education and Human Ecology. 
EHE offers several quantitative (ESQREM) and qualitative (ESQUAL) courses that will serve the needs of 
most of our students. However, due to the wide range work conducted in the department, research 
courses in Social Work, Sociology, Political Science, and Statistics could sometimes be relevant as well. 
The student will select research courses in consultation with the advisor depending on the focus of the 
research. Some potential research courses are listed below.  

 
Potential Quantitative Courses 
ESQREM 7627: Sampling Designs and Survey Research 
Methods (3)  
ESQREM 7648: Univariate Experimental Design (4) 
ESQREM 7651: Regression Analysis (4) 
ESQREM 8648: Multivariate Experimental Designs (4) 
ESQREM 8657: Factor and Cluster Analyses (3) 
ESQREM 8658:  Applied Multilevel Data Analysis (3) 
ESQREM 8659: Structural Equation Modeling (3) 
ESCREM 8674: Scaling and Item Response Theory (IRT) 
POLITSC 7551: Quantitative Political Analysis: I (3) 
POLITSC 7552: Quantitative Political Analysis: II (3) 
POLITSC 7553: Quantitative Political Analysis: III (3) 
PUBAFRS 7571: Multivariate Data Analysis for Public 
Policy and Management (3) 
SOCIOL 6646: Quant Research/ Multi Regression (3) 
SOCIOL 6650: Categorical Data Analysis (3) 

SOCIOL 6710: Design and Analysis of Quantitative 
Sociological Research (3) 
SOCIOL 8632: Analysis of Longitudinal Data (3) 
STAT 5302: Intermediate Data Analysis II (3) 
STAT 6302: Theory of Statistical Analysis (3) 
STAT 6410: Design and Analysis of Experiments (4) 
STAT 6450: Applied Regression Analysis (4) 
STAT 6520: Applied Stat Analysis with Missing Data (3) 
STAT 6560: Applied Multivariate Analysis (3) 
STAT 6570: Applied Bayesian Analysis (2) 
STAT 6650: Discrete Data Analysis (3) 
STAT 7303: Bayesian Analysis and Decision Theory (3)
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Potential Qualitative Courses 
EDUTL 7010: Diverse Approaches to Research on 
Teaching and Learning (3) 
EDUTL 8001: Discourse Analysis and Educational 
Research I (4) 
EDUTL 8002: Discourse Analysis and Educational 
Research II (4) 
EDUTL 8010: Critical Discourse Analysis (3) 
ESQUAL 7230: Qualitative Research for Educators (3) 
ESQUAL 8210: Qualitative Research: The Analysis of 
Interaction in Educational Settings (3) 
ESQUAL 8211:  Analysis of Classroom Discourse (3) 

ESQUAL 8280: Qualitative Research in Education: 
Paradigms, Theories, and Exemplars (3) 
ESQUAL 8290: Qualitative Research in Education: 
Methods and Analysis (3) 
ENR 8510: Research Design for Environmental Social 
Sciences (3) 
SOCIOL 6608:  Qualitative Methods in Sociology (3) 
SOCWORK 8402: Methods for Research in Context 
(Qualitative) (3) 
SOCWORK 8404: Methods for Research in Context II (3) 
ESHESA 7256: Qualitative Research in Higher Education 
Settings (3)

 
Departmental Electives- Allow more flexibility- 9 hours 
The current PhD program does not specify the number of credit hours a student should completem, but 
lists several suggestions for the specializations of: Agricultural Education, Community and Extension 
Education, and International Development. The proposed PhD curriculum does specify the number of 
departmental electives (9) but offers more flexibility for the student when selecting these electives to 
allow for a more individualized program of study. Some potential departmental electives open to the 
student are listed below:  

ACEL 7230: Strategic and Program Planning for Visionary 
Change (3) 
ACEL 7300: Advanced Teaching Methods (3) 
ACEL 7320: Adult Learning and Professional Development (3) 
ACEL 7420: Emerging Trends and Issues in Agricultural and 
Extension Education (2) 
ACEL 7520: Human Development and Program Planning (2) 
ACEL 7700: Documenting Change through Evaluation and 
Accountability (3) 
ACEL 7889: Wkshp in Ag and Extension Education (1-3) 
ACEL 8193: Individual Studies (1-5) 

ACEL 8420: Leadership and Administration in Agricultural and 
Extension Education (3) 
ACEL 8735: College Teaching in Agriculture (2) 
COMLDR 5330: Methods of Teaching in Non-formal Learning 
Environ (3) 
COMLDR 5335: Volunteer and Human Resource Mgmt (3) 
COMLDR 5430: Professional Leadership Ethics (3) 
AGRCOMM 5150: Com Strategies for Change & Devlpmnt (3) 
AGRCOMM 5170: Intl Development Theory and Practice (3) 
AGRCOMM 5190: Extension Education in Developing Cntrs (3)

 

Outside Cognate Area- Remains the same- 9 hours 
The student is required to complete 9 credit hours in a concentrated specialization area outside the 
department. There is no change in this requirement.  

Program Learning Goals for PhD 
The overall program learning goals will remain the same for the proposed PhD curriculum.  The 
proposed modifications resulted in some modified outcomes attached to those same goals. Items in red 
indicate a change and how that change will be addressed.  

 

1. Think critically about the role and impacts of education, communication, and leadership in 
society 

a. Integrate history, important principles, and theoretical frameworks that guide AEE 
• AEE (ACEL) 8000:  While this course will be reduced to two credit hours, it will 

still meet this program goal.  
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b. Evaluate the role of AEE in addressing current and emerging societal issues 
• Candidacy and Candidacy Oral Exam 

2. Become catalysts for change in living, learning, and working environments through Agricultural 
and Extension Education 

a. Construct quality plans for programs in AEE 
• This outcome is no longer a measure of this learning goal 

b. Critically evaluate theory as applied to ACEL 
• This outcome was modified to capture the importance of evaluating theory and 

will be measured by direct assignments in the three required theory courses of 
the program: ACEL 8100, ACEL 8200, and ACEL 8310.  

c. Interpret current issues in ACEL through a theoretical lens.   
• This outcome was modified to capture the importance of theory in addressing 

current issues in ACEL.  It will be measured by direct assignments in the three 
required theory courses of the program: ACEL 8100, ACEL 8200, and ACEL 8310.  

3. Be effective communicators exemplifying the skills necessary to report and summarize 
disciplinary information 

a. Report and summarize disciplinary information in writing 
• Candidacy written exam and dissertation 

b. Report and summarize disciplinary information orally 
• Candidacy Oral Exam and Oral Defense 

c. Actively listen to questions and answer them directly 
• Candidacy Oral Exam and Oral Defense 

4. Advance research in Agricultural and Extension Education to address important societal issues 
a. Evaluate characteristics of quality research in Agricultural and Extension Education 

• AEE 8880: ACEL 8877 will combine 8870 and 8880 and the combined course will 
still meet this program goal.  

b. Critique research in Agricultural and Extension Education 
• AEE 8850: ACEL 8855 will combine 8850 and 8860 and the combined course will 

still meet this program goal.  
c. Conduct quality research in Agricultural and Extension Education 

• Dissertation and Oral Defense 
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MS Transition Plan 
A student entering the M.S. program in the Academic Year 2017-2018 will complete the current 
program requirements before the new program requirements go into effect in Autumn Semester 2019.  
Any student in this cohort who does not finished by Autumn Semester 2019 will work with their advisor 
on an individual transition plant.  

In general, the program's courses will remain the same with a few modifications in the required courses. 
We have identified three potential areas that departmental advisors will monitor for students entering 
the M.S. program in the Academic Year 2018-2019.  Individual transition plans will be created for these 
students that will address these three content areas: 

Research: The primary change proposed to the Masters curriculum will be the change to the 
research requirement.  If the proposed curriculum goes into effect, the current course of AEE 
8850 (a requirement for the current students) will be combined with AEE 8860 to form ACEL 
8855. If a student is unable to complete the AEE 8850, they will be permitted to substitute the 
new ACEL 8855, which will be offered in-person in autumn 2019 and online in spring 2020.   

Historical Perspectives:  The proposed curriculum would reduce the credit hours of ACEL 8000: 
Historical Perspectives from a three credits to two credits.  Any student who would need to take 
the revised ACEL 8000 on the proposed curriculum may take the revised course in substitution 
of the existing course.  Students will work with their advisors to make sure that they still have 
the correct hours needed for graduation.   

Course Availability: The current MS curriculum provides a prescriptive list of electives for each 
specialization.  The proposed curriculum is more flexible and so would have a different course 
rotation. This may affect students who would require certain courses to complete the 
prescribed courses to complete the current MS program. To accommodate any potential issues, 
the courses that are necessary for the current MS students to complete have been mapped out 
for the next two academic years. If any students need to complete the current program 
requirements after that point, they will work with their advisor on a case-by-case basis to ensure 
that they are able to fulfill all program requirements.    

PhD Transition Plan 
Any student entering the program in autumn 2019 or later will be able to complete the new curriculum. 
Those affected by the change will be any pre-candidacy students who will be finishing the program on 
the existing curriculum.  For the most part, the program remains the same. Two areas of the curriculum 
will be changing: the Program Core Foundations, the Research and Data Analysis Cognate, and the 
Department Electives.  Plans for these three areas are detailed below.  

Program Core 
The current program core is composed of six courses and 16 credit hours and the proposed core is 
reduced to five courses and 12 credit hours.  Three courses will remain the same: ACEL 7000, ACEL 8310, 
and ACEL 8100.  One course remains the same except for a reduction in one credit hour: ACEL 8000.  
ACEL 7230 has been removed as a program core requirement and the proposed ACEL 8200 has replaced 
the existing ACEL 8420 as a program requirement.  ACEL 8420 will still be offered as a program elective 
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so the course will be available for those who wish to take this class. The proposed ACEL 8200 will also be 
allowed as a substitution for any PhD student who has not yet taken 8420.   

Research and Data Analysis Cognate 
The Research and Data Analysis Cognate is the largest area of revision for the PhD Curriculum.  ACEL 
8855 and ACEL 8877 are combinations of two previous courses. This would affect any student who has 
already completed one of the proposed combined courses and not the other one.  Fortunately, all 
twelve pre-candidacy students are currently on schedule to complete both halves of the proposed 
combined coursework.  Should a student not be able to complete one of their current scheduled 
courses, it will be made up with an independent study course.   

All pre-candidacy students will have completed the 8850-8860 series by summer 2019.  PhD students 
who enter in the 2018-2019 academic year will also need to complete the 8870-8880 series by to 
complete the existing curriculum. These students will need to substitute the proposed 8877 in place of 
the current 8870 and 8880.  The current curriculum lists two additional research requirements: AEE 
8890 and AEE 8895.  Current students have already been substituting coursework for these two classes 
and will continue to do this.  A list of over 30 potential substitutions for these courses has been provided 
to students.  
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Master’s Degree Requirements

A Master’s degree indicates that the person earning the degree has gained additional 
knowledge and the necessary skills in the field in order to engage in research and other scholarly 
activities, to teach, and to become practitioners. Candidates are expected to have a broad 
knowledge and specific expertise in an area of specialization.  Each student is expected to 
complete course work (or equivalent) in each of the following areas:  

Students who lack international course work or experience are encouraged to address this 
dimension in their program through a course, seminar, or study-abroad experience.

Note: A minimum of 3 credit hours of enrollment in AEE 8999 (Research) are required to 
complete the M.S. thesis. In addition, students may also enroll in AEE 8851 and AEE 8861 (1 
credit hour for each) while planning the thesis project (i.e. writing Chapters 1 & 3 of the thesis).  
M.S. students should plan to enroll in AEE 8999 for at least 3 hours during the term(s) when the
research is being conducted, thesis draft is being written, and the final oral exam is completed.

*To meet Ohio professional licensure requirements, additional courses will most likely be required.

Core Foundations
AEE 7000 – Graduate Orientation Seminar 1 hours
AEE 8000 – Leading through Historical Perspectives 3 hours
AEE 8850 – Research Methods 2 hours

Specialization or Degree Requirements 
M.Ed. M.S. (Thesis or Non-Thesis options)

AEE M.Ed. Teacher 
Education*

AEE On-Line 
M.S.

Agricultural 
Communication

Agricultural 
Education

Community 
& Extension 
Education

International 
Development Leadership

AEE 7230 ASE 5230 AEE 7230 D AEE 8100 AEE 7230 AEE 7230 AGRCOMM 
5150 AEE 7230

AEE 7700 AGRCOMM
5530 AEE 7700 D AEE 7700 AEE 7700 AGRCOMM

5170 AEE 7700

AEE 8420 ASE 5231 AEE 8420 D AEE 8420 ASE 5797 AEE 8420

ASM 5533

Recommended Electives
ASE 5255 AEE 7300 D AEE 7230 AEE 7889 AEE 7320 AGRCOMM 

5190 AEE 7320

AEE 7230 AEE 7420 D AEE 7420 AEE 8420 AEE 7420 AEE 7700 AEE 7420

AEE 7420 AEE 7520 D AEE 7700 AEE 7520 AEE 7420 AEE 7520

AEE 7700 AEE 8100 D AEE 8420 AGRCOMM  
5150 AEE 8420 AGRCOMM 

5150

AEE 8870 D AGRCOMM 
5150

COMLDR 
5335

AEE 8875 D 

Master’s Project/Thesis (3 hour minimum)

AEE 8998 AEE 
8998

either AEE 
8998 D or 

8999 D

either AEE 
8998 or 

8999

either AEE 
8998 or 

8999

either AEE 
8998 or 

8999

either AEE 
8998 or 

8999

either AEE 
8998 or 

8999

15
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Department of Agricultural Communication, 
Education, and Leadership 

ACEL Master’s Degree 
Thesis programs require at least 30 hours 
Non-thesis programs require at least 35 hours 

Core (9 hours) 
These courses are required for all students regardless of specialization

ACEL 7000 Graduate Orientation Seminar (1) 
ACEL 8000 Leading through Historical Perspectives (2) 
ACEL 8855 Research Methods and Design (3) 

Thesis Students 
ACEL 8877 Data Collection, Analysis & Interpretation (3) *or equivalent 

data analysis course 
or 

Non-Thesis Students 
  ACEL 7700  Documenting Change through Eval & Accountability (3) 

Program Theory (3 hours) 
Select one of the following: 

 ACEL 8310  Theory of Learning and Cognition (3) 
 ACEL 8100  Applied Communication Theory and Practice (3) 
 ACEL 8200  Critical Perspectives in Leadership Development (3) 

Electives (15 hours thesis/ 20 hours non-thesis) 
Student must consult with advisor 

Master’s Project/Thesis (3 hours minimum) 
ACEL 8998 Research for non-thesis students (1-3) 
ACEL 8999  Research for thesis students (1-12) 

*A minimum of 20 hours must be taken in ACEL Departmental graduate courses.
**The student may not have more than 10 hours of Independent Study

Proposed MS Curriculum
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Ph.D. Program Requirements
Core Foundations (16 hours)
AEE 7000 – Graduate Orientation Seminar 1 hours

AEE 7230 – Strategic and Program Planning for Visionary Change 3 hours

AEE 8000 – Leading through Historical Perspectives 3 hours

AEE 8100 – Applied Communication Theory and Practice 3 hours

AEE 8310 – Theory of Learning and Cognition 3 hours

AEE 8420 – Leadership and Administration in AEE 3 hours

Research and Data Analysis Cognate Area (15 hours)
AEE 8850 – Research Methods 2 hours

AEE 8860 – Research Design 2 hours

AEE 8870 – Analysis and Interpretation of Data 2 hours

AEE 8880 – Instrumentation and Procedures for Data Collection 2 hours

AEE 8890 – Applied Regression Analysis 2 hours

AEE 8895 – Applied Data Reduction Techniques 2 hours

Qualitative Research (course work) 3 hours

Specialization Recommended Electives
Agricultural Education Community and Extension Education International Development

AEE 7420 – Emerging Trends & Issues in 
AEE

AEE 7420 – Emerging Trends & Issues in 
AEE

AGRCOMM 5150 – Communication 
Strategies for Change & Development

AEE 7700 – Documenting Change Through 
Evaluation and Accountability

AEE 7700 – Documenting Change Through 
Evaluation and Accountability

AGRCOMM 5170 – International 
Development Theory & Practice

AEE 7520 – Human Development & 
Program Planning

AEE 7520 – Human Development & 
Program Planning

AGRCOMM 5190 – Extension Education in 
Developing Countries

AEE 7889 – Workshop in AEE AEE 8851 – Research Proposal I  AEE 7700 – Documenting Change  Through 
Evaluation & Accountability

AEE 8851 – Research Proposal I  AEE 8861 – Research Proposal II  ASE 5797 – Study Abroad Experience

AEE 8861 – Research Proposal II  AEE 8875 – Data Analysis and Interpretation 
Laboratory

AEE 8875 – Data Analysis and Interpretation 
Laboratory

Outside (AEE) Cognate Area (9 hours minimum)
9 semester credit hours 9 semester credit hours

Dissertation Research (6 hours minimum)
AEE 8999 AEE 8999 AEE 8999 
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Department of Agricultural Communication, 
Education, and Leadership 

ACEL PhD Degree 
Specializations include: Agricultural Communication, Agriscience Education, and Community 
and Extension Education. 

Program Requirements (36 hours) 
These courses are required for all students regardless of specialization 
Core Foundations (12 hours) 

ACEL 7000 Graduate Orientation Seminar (1)  
ACEL 8000 Leading through Historical Perspectives (2) 
ACEL 8100 Applied Communication Theory and Practice (3) 
ACEL 8310 Theory of Learning and Cognition (3) 
ACEL 8200 Critical Perspectives in Leadership Development (3) 

Research and Data Analysis Cognate Area (15 hours) 
ACEL 8855 Research Methods and Design (3) 
ACEL 8877 Data Collection, Analysis & Interpretation (3) 

Quantitative Advanced Statistics (outside ACEL) (3) 
Qualitative Research (3) 
Additional advanced quantitative or qualitative course (3) 

Department Electives (9 hours) 
These courses should be chosen in conjunction with the student’s advisor based on their specialization. 
See the list of department courses related to each specialization as a recommendation. 

Outside Cognate Area (9 hours minimum) 
Cognate (9 credits) 
A cognate represents a depth of knowledge in an area of inquiry outside of the student’s area of 
specialization. Cognates are selected with advice from the student’s advisor and related to the student’s 
area of research.  

Dissertation Research (6 hours minimum) 
ACEL 8999 Research (1-12) 

*A minimum of 80 graduate credit hours beyond the baccalaureate degree is
required to earn a doctoral degree.

Proposed PhD Curriculum
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL COMMUNICATION, EDUCATION, AND LEADERSHIP . 
 

	

Agricultural	and	Extension	Education	-	Master	of	Science	{AEE-MS}	
Academic	Program	Learning	Outcomes	Assessment	Plan		

													Graduate	Studies	Committee	Chair:		Dr.	Emily	Buck.210	
Academic/Graduate	Program	Coordinator:		Ms.	Mary	Kivel.1	
Academic	Unit	Assessment	Contact(s):		Dr.	Jerry	Thomas.69	

Ms.	Trina	Beebe.25	
Academic	Unit	Leader:		Dr.	Tracy	Kitchel.2	

 

 
	

Program	Learning	
Goals	

	
Broad	descriptive	statements	of	
what	students	are	to	be	able	to	do,	
know,	and	care	about	upon	the	
completion	of	the	program	
	

	

Supporting/Contributing	
Outcomes	

	
Detailed	descriptions	of	what	a	student	must	be	able	
to	do	to	reach	a	goal	under	the	specific	conditions	

	

Methods	–	Means/Measures	
	 	

The	method	or	means	by	which	the	quality	of	student	learning	for	each	goal	and	associated	outcome	will	be	measured	and	assessed	
	

	

Criteria	
	
The	standards	the	
program	will	use	to	
evaluate	the	quality	of	
student	learning	for	each	
goal	and	associated	
outcome	
	

 	
	

Proficiency		
	

Program	or	course	requirement	
	

Evaluation	Tool:	Embedded	assignment,	
exam,	exercise,	or	activity	to	serve	as	
authentic	assessment	method	

	

Relevant	topic	or	reference	for	
program	identified	evaluation	
tool	

 
 

1.0 
 

Think critically 
about the role 
and impacts of 
education, 
communication, 
and leadership 
in society (U.S. 
and 

 

1.1 
 

Review history, important 
principles, and theoretical 
frameworks that guide 
Agricultural Communication, 
Education, and Leadership 
 
Generalization	
&	Application	
 
Historical	Perspective 

1.1.1 

 

Historical 
perception and 
conceptualization 

AEE 8000 
(will convert to ACEL 8000) 

Leadership Through 
Historical Perspectives 

Direct 

- Writing Assignments 

___ 

Student performance on written 
course assignment 
 

Student performance on: 
the “history, principles, 
and theoretical 
framework” written 
course assignment 

B	
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 International 
settings) 
 
Knowledge	

 

1.2 
 

Interpret the role of 
Agricultural Communication, 
Education, and Leadership in 
addressing current and 
emerging societal issues 
 
Generalization	
&	Application	
 
Cultural	Awareness 

1.2.1 

 

Generalization  
and application of 
social issues 
information Thesis 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Thesis/Comprehensive 
Examination - Written document 

___ 

Candidacy Exam 

 

Student performance on: 
the “ACEL role in 
addressing current and 
emerging societal issues” 
as documented within the 
written thesis 

A	

 

1.2.2 

 

Generalization  
and application of 
social issues 
information Thesis  

Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Thesis/Comprehensive 
Examination -  
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Candidacy Exam 

 

Student performance on: 
the “ACEL role in 
addressing current and 
emerging societal issues” 
as presented during the 
oral presentation/defense 
portion of the thesis 

A	

 

1.2.3 

 

Generalization  
and application of 
social issues 
information Project 

Direct 

- Graduate - NON - 
Thesis/Fulfillment Exam - 
Written document 

___ 

Project 

 

Student performance on: 
the “ACEL role in 
addressing current and 
emerging societal issues” 
as documented within the 
written project artifact 

A	

 

1.2.4 

 

Generalization  
and application of 
social issues 
information Project  

Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate - NON - 
Thesis/Fulfillment Exam - 
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Project 

 

Student performance on: 
the “ACEL role in 
addressing current and 
emerging societal issues” 
as presented during the 
oral presentation/defense 
portion of the project 

A	

 
 

1.3 
 

Formulates position to 
support selected graduate 
program subject for 
exploration/investigation that 

1.3.1 

 

Exploration of 
significance and 
development of 
rationale for 

Thesis 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Thesis/Comprehensive 
Examination - Written document 

Student performance on: 
Scholarly Development - 
significance/rationale of 
study (Chapter 1) - as 

A	
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impacts education, 
communication and 
leadership  
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis	

scholarship in the 
discipline  

___ 

Thesis 

 

presented in the written 
thesis document 

 

1.3.2 

 

Exploration of 
significance and 
development of 
rationale for 
scholarship in the 
discipline  

Thesis  
Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Thesis/Comprehensive 
Examination -  
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Oral Exam 

 

Student performance on: 
Scholarly Development - 
significance/rationale of 
study - as presented 
during exam presentation A	

 

1.3.3 

 

Rationale 
/significance for 
exploration within 
the discipline  Project 

Direct 

- Graduate - NON - 
Thesis/Fulfillment Exam - 
Written document 

___ 

Project 

 

Student performance on: 
Project Development - 
significance/rationale of 
project - as presented in 
the written project 
document 

A	

 

1.3.4 

 

Rationale 
/significance for 
exploration within 
the discipline Project  

Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate - NON - 
Thesis/Fulfillment Exam - 
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Project 

 

Student performance on: 
Project Development - 
significance/rationale of 
project - as presented 
during the oral project 
presentation 

A	
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 Goal	 Outcome	 Methods	 Criteria	
 

 

2.0 
 

Become 
catalysts for 
change in 
living, learning, 
and working 
environments 
through 
Agricultural 
and Extension 
Education 
 
Skill	-	
Cognitive 

Inactivated	      	
 2.1 Design quality plans for 

programs in AEE 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis  
 
AEE 7230 is no longer a 
required course, this will 
be met by the required 
theory course in ACEL 
8310, ACEL 8100, or ACEL 
8200. 
 

2.1.1 

 

Visioning 
AEE 7230 

Strategic and Program 
Planning for Visionary 

Change 

Direct 
- Writing assignment 

----- 

Student performance on written 
course assignment 

Student performance on: 
the “program planning” 
written course assignment 

B	

 

2.1.2 

 

Visioning 
AEE 7230 

Strategic and Program 
Planning for Visionary 

Change 

Direct 
- Other direct measure 

----- 

Student performance on course 
assignment 

Student performance on: 
the “strategic planning” 
course assignment 

B	

 2.1.3 -???- #### xxx -???- -?-	
 

 

2.2 
 

Examine appropriate 
evaluation strategies in 
Agricultural 
Communication, 
Education, and 
Leadership 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis	 2.2.1 

a 

Non-Thesis 

B	
 Evaluation 

strategies 
AEE 7700 

(will convert to ACEL 7700) 

Documenting Change 
through Evaluation and 

Account 

Direct 

- Writing assignment 

___ 

Student performance on written 
course assignment  

Student performance on: 
the “program evaluation” 
written course assignment 

 

b 

Thesis 

B 

 Evaluation 
strategies AEE 8877 

(will convert to ACEL 8877) 

Data Collection, Analysis, 
and Interpretation 

Direct 

- Other direct measure 

___ 

Student performance on course 
assignment - Final project 
 

 

Student performance on: 
the “instrumentation” 
final course assignment 
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2.2.2 

a 

Non-Thesis 

B	

 Evaluation 
strategies AEE 7700 

(will convert to ACEL 7700) 

Documenting Change 
through Evaluation and 

Account 

Direct 

- Other direct measure 

___ 

Student performance on course 
assignment  
 

Student performance on: 
the “article abstracts and 
critiques” course 
assignment 

 

b 

Thesis 

B	

 Evaluation 
strategies AEE 8877 

(will convert to ACEL 8877) 

Data Collection, Analysis, 
and Interpretation 

Direct 

- Other direct measure 

___ 

Student performance on course 
assignment - Final project 
 

Student performance on: 
the “data collection” final 
course assignment 

 
 

2.3 
 

Interpret current issues in 
Agricultural 
Communication, 
Education, and 
Leadership through a  
theoretical lens 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis	

Method 2.3.1 is supported by elective course offerings so findings may be collected from AEE 8100 -or- AEE 8200  -or- AEE 8310 	
 

2.3.1 

a 

Integration and 
synthesis of 
discipline theory 

AEE 8100 
(will convert to ACEL 8100) 

Applied Communication 
Theory and Practice 

Direct 

- Writing assignment 

___ 

Student performance on written 
course assignment  

Student performance on: 
the “Conceptual Paper” 
written course assignment 

B	

 

b 

Integration and 
synthesis of 
discipline theory 

AEE 8200 
(will convert to ACEL 8200) 

Critical Perspectives in 
Leadership Development 

Direct 

- Writing assignment 

___ 

Student performance on written 
course assignment  

Student performance on: 
the “Analysis of Critical 
Social Issues in 
Agriculture” written 
course assignment 

B	

 

c 

Integration and 
synthesis of 
discipline theory 

AEE 8310 
(will convert to ACEL 8310) 

Theory of Learning  
and Cognition 

Direct 

- Writing assignment 

___ 

Student performance on: 
the “Final Assessment 
Proposal” written course 
assignment B	
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Student performance on written 
course assignment  
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 Goal	 Outcome	 Methods	 Criteria	
 

 

3.0 
 

Be effective 
communicators 
exemplifying 
the skills 
necessary 
report and 
summarize 
disciplinary 
information 
 
Skill	-	
Cognitive 

 

3.1 
 

Report and summarize 
disciplinary information in 
writing 
 
Generalization	
&	Application 
 
Communications	
-	Written 

3.1.1 

Writing in the 
discipline 

Thesis 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Thesis/Comprehensive 
Examination - Written document 

___ 

Thesis 

 

Student performance on: 
“summarizing disciplinary 
information” as 
established within the 
written portion of the 
thesis 

A	

 

3.1.2 

Writing in the 
discipline 

Project 

Direct 

- Graduate - NON - 
Thesis/Fulfillment Exam - 
Written document 

___ 

Project 

 

Student performance on: 
“summarizing disciplinary 
information” as 
established within the 
project written document A	

 
 

3.2 
 

Report and summarize 
disciplinary information 
orally 
 
Generalization	
&	Application 
 
Communications	
-	Oral 

3.2.1 

Communicating in 
the discipline 

Thesis  
Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Thesis/Comprehensive 
Examination -  
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Oral Exam 

Student performance on: 
“summarizing disciplinary 
information” as 
demonstrated within the 
oral presentation/defense 
portion of the thesis 

A	

 

3.2.2 

Communicating in 
the discipline 

Project 
Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate - NON - 
Thesis/Fulfillment Exam - 
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Project 

Student performance on: 
“summarizing disciplinary 
information” as 
demonstrated within the 
oral presentation/defense 
portion of the project 

A	

 
 

3.3 
 

Actively listen to 
questions and answer 
them directly 
 

3.3.1 

Listening and 
responding 

Thesis  
Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Thesis/Comprehensive 
Examination -  
Oral presentation/defense 

Student performance on: 
“listening and directly 
answering question” as 
demonstrated within the 
oral presentation 

A	
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Generalization	
&	Application 
 
Interaction	with		
Selected	Audiences 

___ 

Oral Exam 

/defense portion of the 
thesis 

 

3.3.2 

Listening and 
responding 

Project 
Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate - NON - 
Thesis/Fulfillment Exam - 
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Project 

Student performance on: 
“listening and directly 
answering question” as 
demonstrated within the 
oral presentation 
/defense portion of the 
project 

A	
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 Goal	 Outcome	 Methods	 Criteria	
 

 

4.0 
 

Advance 
research in 
Agricultural 
and Extension 
Education to 
address 
important 
societal issues 
 
Skill	-	
Cognitive 

 

4.1 
 

Examine characteristics 
of quality research in 
Agricultural 
Communication, 
Education, and 
Leadership 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis	
 
Analytical	Reasoning	 

4.1.1 

Analytical 
reasoning 

Thesis 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Thesis/Comprehensive 
Examination - Written document 

___ 

Thesis 

 

Student performance on: 
“research methodology” 
as established within the 
written portion of the 
thesis A	

 

4.1.2 

Analytical 
reasoning 

Thesis  
Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Thesis/Comprehensive 
Examination -  
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Oral Exam 

 

Student performance on: 
research methodology” as 
demonstrated within the 
oral presentation 
/defense portion of the 
thesis 

A	

 

4.1.3 

Analytical 
reasoning 

Project 

Direct 

- Graduate - NON - 
Thesis/Fulfillment Exam - 
Written document 

___ 

Project 

 

Student performance on: 
“review of research 
literature” as established 
within the project written 
document 

A	

 

4.1.4 

Analytical 
reasoning 

Project 
Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate - NON - 
Thesis/Fulfillment Exam - 
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Project 

 

Student performance on: 
“review of research 
literature” as 
demonstrated within the 
oral presentation 
/defense portion of the 
project 

A	

 
 

4.2 
 

Evaluate research in 
Agricultural 
Communication, 
Education, and 
Leadership 

4.2.1 

Research design 
and methodology 

AEE 8855 
(will convert to ACEL 8855) 

Research Methods  
and Design 

Direct 

- Other direct measure 

___ 

 

Student performance on: 
the “research 
methodology” course 
assignment 

B	

33



 2019 AEE-MS_AssessmentPlan_TBL-gradSCH_20181221a.docx 
Goals have the inferred prefix of: Students will --- Graduate Program  
Outcomes have the inferred prefix of: Students will have the ability to --- AEE-PHD  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
10 

 
Integration	
&	Synthesis 
 
Analytical	Reasoning 

Student performance on course 
assignment 

 

4.2.2 

Research design 
and methodology AEE 8855 

(will convert to ACEL 8855) 

Research Methods  
and Design 

Direct 

- Other direct measure 

___ 

Student performance on course 
assignment - Final project 

 

Student performance on: 
the “final project” 
research methodology 
course assignment B	
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Identified	“criteria”	
Indicate	the	standards	the	program	will	use	to	evaluate	the	quality	of	student	learning	for	each	goal	and	associated	outcome.	Programs	are	to	indicate	both	the	minimum	criteria	required	to	assert	a	learning	outcome	(and	thus	collectively	with	
other	outcomes	the	associated	goal)	was	achieved,	and	criteria	of	excellence	the	program	is	striving	toward.	
 

A	
Minimal acceptable criterion for this supporting outcome method is 75% of all student performance rubric evaluations (submitted by all evaluators) have ratings of meets expectations or higher on the identified assessment task for the 
measurement of achievement for this outcome. When 90% of all student performance rubric evaluations have ratings of meets expectations or higher on the selected assessment associated task, the aspirational performance standard 
constituting programmatic excellence for this learning outcome measure will be attained. 

B	 Minimal acceptable criterion for the identified supporting learning outcome is 70% of students receive 85% or more of the total question points for the identified assessment tasks. When 90% of students receive 85% or more of the total 
question points for the identified assessment assignment, the aspirational performance standard constituting programmatic excellence for this learning outcome will be attained. 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL COMMUNICATION, EDUCATION, AND LEADERSHIP . 
 

	

Agricultural	and	Extension	Education	-	Doctor	of	Philosophy	{AEE-PH}	
Academic	Program	Learning	Outcomes	Assessment	Plan		

													Graduate	Studies	Committee	Chair:		Dr.	Emily	Buck.210	
Academic/Graduate	Program	Coordinator:		Ms.	Mary	Kivel.1	
Academic	Unit	Assessment	Contact(s):		Dr.	Jerry	Thomas.69	

Ms.	Trina	Beebe.25	
Academic	Unit	Leader:		Dr.	Tracy	Kitchel.2	

 

 
	

Program	Learning	
Goals	

	
Broad	descriptive	statements	of	
what	students	are	to	be	able	to	do,	
know,	and	care	about	upon	the	
completion	of	the	program	
	

	

Supporting/Contributing	
Outcomes	

	
Detailed	descriptions	of	what	a	student	must	be	able	
to	do	to	reach	a	goal	under	the	specific	conditions	

	

Methods	–	Means/Measures	
	 	

The	method	or	means	by	which	the	quality	of	student	learning	for	each	goal	and	associated	outcome	will	be	measured	and	assessed	
	

	

Criteria	
	
The	standards	the	
program	will	use	to	
evaluate	the	quality	of	
student	learning	for	each	
goal	and	associated	
outcome	
	

 	
	

Proficiency		
	

Program	or	course	requirement	
	

Evaluation	Tool:	Embedded	assignment,	
exam,	exercise,	or	activity	to	serve	as	
authentic	assessment	method	

	

Relevant	topic	or	reference	for	
program	identified	evaluation	
tool	

 
 

1.0 
 

Think critically 
about the role 
and impacts of 
education, 
communication, 
and leadership 
in society (U.S. 
and 
International 
settings) 

 

1.1 
 

Integrate history, important 
principles, and theoretical 
frameworks that guide 
Agricultural Communication, 
Education, and Leadership 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis	
 
Historical	Perspective	
 

1.1.1 

 

Conceptualization 

AEE 8000 
(will convert to ACEL 8000) 

Leadership Through 
Historical Perspectives 

Direct 

- Writing Assignments 

___ 

Student performance on written 
course assignment 
 

Student performance on: 
the “history, principles, 
and theoretical 
framework” written 
course assignment 

B	
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Knowledge	

 

1.2 
 

Evaluate the role of 
Agricultural Communication, 
Education, and Leadership in 
addressing current and 
emerging societal issues 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis	
 
Cultural	Awareness 

1.2.1 

 

Integration  
and synthesis of 
information 

Candidacy  
Written Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Candidacy/Qualifying Exam - 
Written document 

___ 

Candidacy Exam 

 

Student performance on: 
the “ACEL role in 
addressing current and 
emerging societal issues” 
as documented within the 
written portion of the 
candidacy examination 

A	

 

1.2.2 

 

Integration  
and synthesis of 
information 

Candidacy  
Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Candidacy/Qualifying Exam - 
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Candidacy Exam 

 

Student performance on: 
the “ACEL role in 
addressing current and 
emerging societal issues” 
as presented during the 
oral presentation/defense 
portion of the candidacy 
examination 

A	
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 Goal	 Outcome	 Methods	 Criteria	
 

 

2.0 
 

Become 
catalysts for 
change in 
living, learning, 
and working 
environments 
through 
Agricultural 
and Extension 
Education 
 
Skill	-	
Cognitive 

Inactivated	      	
 2.1 Construct quality plans 

for programs in AEE 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis  
 
AEE 7230 is no longer a 
required course, this will 
be met by the required 
theory course in ACEL 
8310, ACEL 8100, or ACEL 
8200. 
 

2.1.1 

 

Visioning 
AEE 7230 

Strategic and Program 
Planning for Visionary 

Change 

Direct 
- Writing assignment 

----- 

Student performance on written 
course assignment 

Student performance on: 
the “program planning” 
written course assignment 

B	

 

2.1.2 

 

Visioning 
AEE 7230 

Strategic and Program 
Planning for Visionary 

Change 

Direct 
- Other direct measure 

----- 

Student performance on course 
assignment 

Student performance on: 
the “strategic planning” 
course assignment 

B	

 
 

2.2 
 

Critically evaluate theory 
as applied to Agricultural 
Communication, 
Education, and 
Leadership 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis	
  
Analytical	Reasoning/	
Qualitative 

2.2.1 

Theoretical 
context AEE 8100 

(will convert to ACEL 8100) 

Applied Communication 
Theory and Practice 

Direct 

- Writing assignment 

___ 

Student performance on written 
course assignment  

Student performance on: 
the “Theory Matrix” 
written course assignment 

B	

 

2.2.2 

Theoretical 
context AEE 8200 

(will convert to ACEL 8200) 

Critical Perspectives in 
Leadership Development 

Direct 

- Writing assignment 

___ 

Student performance on course 
written assignment  

Student performance on: 
the “Theory Test” course 
writing assignment 

B	

 

2.2.3 

Theoretical 
context AEE 8310 

(will convert to ACEL 8310) 

Theory of Learning  
and Cognition 

Direct 

- Other direct measure 

___ 

Student performance on course 
paper and presentation 
assignment  

Student performance on: 
the “Presentation of 
Learning Theory” course 
paper and presentation 
assignment B	
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2.3 
 

Interpret current issues in 
Agricultural 
Communication, 
Education, and 
Leadership through a  
theoretical lens 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis	

2.3.1 

Integration and 
synthesis of 
discipline theory 

AEE 8100 
(will convert to ACEL 8100) 

Applied Communication 
Theory and Practice 

Direct 

- Writing assignment 

___ 

Student performance on written 
course assignment  

Student performance on: 
the “Conceptual Paper” 
written course assignment 

B	

 

2.3.2 

Integration and 
synthesis of 
discipline theory 

AEE 8200 
(will convert to ACEL 8200) 

Critical Perspectives in 
Leadership Development 

Direct 

- Writing assignment 

___ 

Student performance on written 
course assignment  

Student performance on: 
the “Analysis of Critical 
Social Issues in 
Agriculture” written 
course assignment 

B	

 

2.3.3 

Integration and 
synthesis of 
discipline theory 

AEE 8310 
(will convert to ACEL 8310) 

Theory of Learning  
and Cognition 

Direct 

- Writing assignment 

___ 

Student performance on written 
course assignment  

Student performance on: 
the “Final Assessment 
Proposal” written course 
assignment B	
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 Goal	 Outcome	 Methods	 Criteria	
 

 

3.0 
 

Be effective 
communicators 
exemplifying 
the skills 
necessary 
report and 
summarize 
disciplinary 
information 
 
Skill	-	
Cognitive 

 

3.1 
 

Report and summarize 
disciplinary information in 
writing 
 
Generalization	
&	Application 
 
Communications	
-	Written 

3.1.1 

Writing in the 
discipline 

Candidacy  
Written Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Candidacy/Qualifying Exam - 
Written document 

___ 

Candidacy Exam 

 

 

Student performance 
on: “summarizing 
disciplinary 
information” as 
established within 
the written portion 
of the candidacy 
examination 

A	

 

3.1.2 

Writing in the 
discipline 

Dissertation 

Direct 

- Graduate -Dissertation - 
Written document 

___ 

Dissertation 

 

 

Student performance 
on: “summarizing 
disciplinary 
information” as 
established within 
the dissertation written 
document 

A	

 
 

3.2 
 

Report and summarize 
disciplinary information 
orally 
 
Generalization	
&	Application 
 
Communications	
-	Oral 

3.2.1 

Communicating in 
the discipline 

Candidacy  
Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Candidacy/Qualifying Exam - 
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Candidacy Exam 

 

Student performance on: 
“summarizing disciplinary 
information” as 
demonstrated within the 
oral presentation/defense 
portion of the candidacy 
examination 

A	

 

3.2.2 

Communicating in 
the discipline 

Dissertation 
Oral Defense 

Direct 

- Graduate -Dissertation -  
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Dissertation 

 

Student performance on: 
“summarizing disciplinary 
information” as 
demonstrated within the 
oral presentation/defense 
portion of the dissertation 
defense 

A	

 
 

3.3 
 

Actively listen to 
questions and answer 
them directly 
 

3.3.1 

Listening and 
responding 

Candidacy  
Oral Exam 

Direct 

- Graduate -
Candidacy/Qualifying Exam - 
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Student performance on: 
“listening and directly 
answering question” as 
demonstrated within the 
oral presentation/defense 

A	
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Generalization	
&	Application 
 
Interaction	with		
Selected	Audiences 

Candidacy Exam 

 

portion of the candidacy 
examination 

 

3.3.2 

Listening and 
responding 

Dissertation 
Oral Defense 

Direct 

- Graduate -Dissertation -  
Oral presentation/defense 

___ 

Dissertation 

 

Student performance on: 
“listening and directly 
answering question” as 
demonstrated within the 
oral presentation/defense 
portion of the dissertation 
defense 

A	
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 Goal	 Outcome	 Methods	 Criteria	
 

 

4.0 
 

Advance 
research in 
Agricultural 
and Extension 
Education to 
address 
important 
societal issues 
 
Skill	-	
Cognitive 

 

4.1 
 

Evaluate characteristics 
of quality research in 
Agricultural 
Communication, 
Education, and 
Leadership 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis	
 
Analytical	Reasoning/	
Quantitative	 

4.1.1 

Analytical 
reasoning AEE 8877 

(will convert to ACEL 8877) 

Data Collection, Analysis, 
and Interpretation 

Direct 

- Other direct measure 

___ 

Student performance on course 
assignment - Final project 

 

Student performance on: 
the “instrumentation” 
final course assignment 

B	

 

4.1.2 

Analytical 
reasoning AEE 8877 

(will convert to ACEL 8877) 

Data Collection, Analysis, 
and Interpretation 

Direct 

- Other direct measure 

___ 

Student performance on course 
assignment - Final project 

 

Student performance on: 
the “data collection” final 
course assignment B	

 
 

4.2 
 

Critique research in 
Agricultural 
Communication, 
Education, and 
Leadership 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis 
 
Analytical	Reasoning 

4.2.1 

Research design 
and methodology AEE 8855 

(will convert to ACEL 8855) 

Research Methods  
and Design 

Direct 

- Other direct measure 

___ 

Student performance on course 
assignment 

Student performance on: 
the “research 
methodology” course 
assignment B	

 

4.2.2 

Research design 
and methodology AEE 8855 

(will convert to ACEL 8855) 

Research Methods  
and Design 

Direct 

- Other direct measure 

___ 

Student performance on course 
assignment - Final project 

Student performance on: 
the “final project” 
research methodology 
course assignment B	

 
 

4.3 
 

Conduct quality research 
in Agricultural 
Communication, 
Education, and 
Leadership 
 
Integration	
&	Synthesis 
 
Analytical	Reasoning	 

4.3.1 

The practice of 
research 

Dissertation 

Direct 

- Graduate -Dissertation - 
Written document 

___ 

Dissertation 

 

Student performance on: 
the “research design and 
review of findings” 
sections as illustrated 
within the dissertation 
written document 

A	

 
4.3.2 

The practice of 
research Dissertation 

Oral Defense 

Direct 

- Graduate -Dissertation -  
Oral presentation/defense 

Student performance on: 
“research design and 
review of findings” 
elements as 

A	
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___ 

Dissertation 

 

demonstrated within the 
oral presentation/defense 
portion of the dissertation 
defense 
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Identified	“criteria”	
Indicate	the	standards	the	program	will	use	to	evaluate	the	quality	of	student	learning	for	each	goal	and	associated	outcome.	Programs	are	to	indicate	both	the	minimum	criteria	required	to	assert	a	learning	outcome	(and	thus	collectively	with	
other	outcomes	the	associated	goal)	was	achieved,	and	criteria	of	excellence	the	program	is	striving	toward.	
 

A	
Minimal acceptable criterion for this supporting outcome method is 75% of all student performance rubric evaluations (submitted by all evaluators) have ratings of meets expectations or higher on the identified assessment task for the 
measurement of achievement for this outcome. When 90% of all student performance rubric evaluations have ratings of meets expectations or higher on the selected assessment associated task, the aspirational performance standard 
constituting programmatic excellence for this learning outcome measure will be attained. 

B	 Minimal acceptable criterion for the identified supporting learning outcome is 70% of students receive 85% or more of the total question points for the identified assessment tasks. When 90% of students receive 85% or more of the total 
question points for the identified assessment assignment, the aspirational performance standard constituting programmatic excellence for this learning outcome will be attained. 
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College of Education and Human Ecology 
 

Department of Educational Studies 
 

121 Ramseyer Hall 
29 West Woodruff Avenue 

Columbus, OH 43210-1177 
 

614-688-5721 Phone 
614-292-3415 Fax 

 
http://ehe.osu.edu/educational-studies 

 

First Name Last Name Annual Review Letter 2018 

4 March 2019 
 
Dear Dr. Buck, 
 
Thank you for reaching out seeking approval to add the listed courses to your graduate program. 
As long as students have met the prerequisite requirements for any of these courses, they are 
welcome to enroll in the course, and we are pleased to have them included on your program 
sheets. The one request we would make is that if a larger group of your students would like to 
enroll in any one course during a particular semester, we would appreciate notification so we can 
adjust section sizes. I made a note in your list below that ESHESA is cross-listed with ESQUAL, 
for ease of finding the course in the catalog. Moreover, if we make any changes to these courses 
(or our QREM/QUAL offerings in general), we will reach out to let you know. 
 
ESQREM 7627: Sampling Designs and Survey Research Methods (3) 
ESQREM 7648: Univariate Experimental Design (4) 
ESQREM 7651: Regression Analysis (4) 
ESQREM 8648: Multivariate Experimental Designs (4) 
ESQREM 8657: Factor and Cluster Analyses (3) 
ESQREM 8658: Applied Multilevel Data Analysis (3) 
ESQREM 8659: Structural Equation Modeling (3) 
ESQREM 8674: Scaling and Item Response Theory (IRT) 
ESQUAL 7230: Qualitative Research for Educators (3) 
ESQUAL 8210: Qualitative Research: The Analysis of Interaction in Educational Settings (3) 
ESQUAL 8211: Analysis of Classroom Discourse (3) 
ESQUAL 8280: Qualitative Research in Education: Paradigms, Theories, and Exemplars (3) 
ESQUAL 8290: Qualitative Research in Education: Methods and Analysis (3) 
ESHESA/ESQUAL 7256: Qualitative Research in Higher Education Settings (3) 
 
 
We look forward to seeing your students in our courses. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Helen Malone 
Associate Chair 
 



Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at 1:53:37 PM Eastern Standard Time

Page 1 of 2

Subject: RE: Graduate Concurrence
Date: Monday, February 11, 2019 at 2:26:51 PM Eastern Standard Time
From: Hirvela, Alan
To: Buck, Emily B.
CC: Kivel, Mary

Hi Emily,
 
Thanks again for your message, and we would be happy to have you include these courses on the list you
share with your students. We’d be delighted to have them enroll in the courses.
 
Sincerely yours,
Alan Hirvela, PhD
Professor and Vice-Chair of Graduate Studies
Department of Teaching and Learning
College of EducaTon and Human Ecology
Ohio State University
 
 
From: Buck, Emily B. <buck.210@osu.edu> 
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2019 2:00 PM
To: Hirvela, Alan <hirvela.1@osu.edu>
Cc: Kivel, Mary <kivel.1@osu.edu>
Subject: Graduate Concurrence
 
Good aZernoon,
I am wriTng you this aZernoon to see if I could get your wri\en approval for my graduate program to list your
courses as possible offerings for our students. I am the graduate studies director in the department of
Agricultural, CommunicaTon, EducaTon and Leadership. We have an on campus and online master’s degree
program and a PhD program with an approximate total of 90 students at one Tme. We are currently going
thru some curricular revisions and are asking our students to take an addiTonal research methods/staTsTc
class beyond those we offer. We have had students take courses in your program before successfully and wish
to include the following courses in our potenTal list for students to choose from. Would you please be willing
to allow us to do this and assure us that, if space is available, our students would be welcome in your
courses? This would not be a large group of students, but one or two every once in a while.
 
I am happy to answer any quesTons you may have about our program or our request.  look forward to
hearing from you.
 
The courses we are asking to list are:
EDUTL 7010: Diverse Approaches to Research on Teaching and Learning (3)
EDUTL 8001: Discourse Analysis and EducaTonal Research I (4)
EDUTL 8002: Discourse Analysis and EducaTonal Research II (4)
EDUTL 8010: CriTcal Discourse Analysis (3)
 
 
Thank you,
Emily Buck
 
-- 
Emily B. Buck, PhD
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Emily B. Buck, PhD
Professor, Agricultural CommunicaTon
Graduate Student Director
The Ohio State University
200Y Ag AdministraTon
2120 Fyffe Rd
Columbus, Oh 43210
740-490-5236
Buck.210@osu.edu
 
 
 

mailto:Buck.210@osu.edu


Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at 2:00:31 PM Eastern Standard Time

Page 1 of 2

Subject: Re: Graduate Concurrence
Date: Friday, February 1, 2019 at 5:14:42 PM Eastern Standard Time
From: Braumoeller, Bear
To: Buck, Emily B.
CC: Kivel, Mary

Hello,

Thanks for thinking of us, and we’d be delighted to have you list the three political science courses you mention
below. The last isn’t actually in our jurisdiction.

Best,
Bear

---
Bear F. Braumoeller
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies
Department of Political Science
The Ohio State University
http://braumoeller.com 

On February 1, 2019 at 2:00:48 PM, Buck, Emily B. (buck.210@osu.edu) wrote:

Good afternoon,

I am writing you this afternoon to see if I could get your written approval for my graduate
program to list your courses as possible offerings for our students. I am the graduate
studies director in the department of Agricultural, Communication, Education and
Leadership. We have an on campus and online master’s degree program and a PhD
program with an approximate total of 90 students at one time. We are currently going
thru some curricular revisions and are asking our students to take an additional research
methods/statistic class beyond those we offer. We have had students take courses in
your program before successfully and wish to include the following courses in our
potential list for students to choose from. Would you please be willing to allow us to do
this and assure us that, if space is available, our students would be welcome in your
courses? This would not be a large group of students, but one or two every once in a
while.

 

I am happy to answer any questions you may have about our program or our request.
 look forward to hearing from you.

 

The courses we are asking to list are:

POLITSC 7551: Quantitative Political Analysis: I (3)

POLITSC 7552: Quantitative Political Analysis: II (3)

POLITSC 7553: Quantitative Political Analysis: III (3)

PUBAFRS 7571: Multivariate Data Analysis for Public Policy and Management (3)

 

http://braumoeller.com/
mailto:buck.210@osu.edu


Page 2 of 2

Thank you,

Emily Buck

 

-- 

Emily B. Buck, PhD

Professor, Agricultural Communication

Graduate Student Director

The Ohio State University

200Y Ag Administration

2120 Fyffe Rd

Columbus, Oh 43210

740-490-5236

Buck.210@osu.edu

 

 

 

 

mailto:Buck.210@osu.edu


Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at 11:53:57 AM Eastern Standard Time

Page 1 of 2

Subject: Re: Graduate Concurrence
Date: Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at 11:35:26 AM Eastern Standard Time
From: Karandikar, Sharvari
To: Buck, Emily B.
AEachments: SWK+8402+Syllabus+2019.doc, image001.png

 
Yes! That is absolutely fine. I have aSached a syllabus. The class requires students to conduct a small
qualitaUve research project. I normally have a few students from public health, public affairs or health
communicaUon etc. Its great to have an interdisciplinary classroom!
Sharvari
 
 

Sharvari Karandikar, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
College of Social Work/The Ohio State University
325-Y SUllman Hall, 1947 N College Road
Columbus Ohio 43210
Ph. No. 614-292-0653
hSp://csw.osu.edu/about/faculty-staff/faculty-directory/karandikar-chheda-sharvari-ph-d/
 
 
 
 
 

From: "Buck, Emily B." <buck.210@osu.edu>
Date: Wednesday, February 13, 2019 at 11:28 AM
To: Sharvari Karandikar <karandikar.7@osu.edu>
Subject: Graduate Concurrence
 
Good agernoon,
I am wriUng you this agernoon to see if I could get your wriSen approval for my graduate program to list your
courses as possible offerings for our students. I am the graduate studies director in the department of
Agricultural, CommunicaUon, EducaUon and Leadership. We have an on campus and online master’s degree
program and a PhD program with an approximate total of 90 students at one Ume. We are currently going
thru some curricular revisions and are asking our students to take an addiUonal research methods/staUsUc
class beyond those we offer. We have had students take courses in your program before successfully and wish
to include the following courses in our potenUal list for students to choose from. Would you please be willing
to allow us to do this and assure us that, if space is available, our students would be welcome in your
courses? This would not be a large group of students, but one or two every once in a while.
 
I am happy to answer any quesUons you may have about our program or our request.  look forward to
hearing from you.
 
The courses we are asking to list are:
SOCWORK 8402: Methods for Research in Context (QualitaUve) (3)
SOCWORK 8404: Methods for Research in Context II (3)

http://csw.osu.edu/about/faculty-staff/faculty-directory/karandikar-chheda-sharvari-ph-d
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Thank you,
Emily Buck
 
-- 
Emily B. Buck, PhD
Professor, Agricultural CommunicaUon
Graduate Student Director
The Ohio State University
200Y Ag AdministraUon
2120 Fyffe Rd
Columbus, Oh 43210
740-490-5236
Buck.210@osu.edu
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Buck.210@osu.edu


Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at 2:01:38 PM Eastern Standard Time

Page 1 of 2

Subject: RE: Graduate Concurence
Date: Friday, February 1, 2019 at 4:07:14 PM Eastern Standard Time
From: Critchlow, Douglas
To: Buck, Emily B.
CC: Kivel, Mary, Critchlow, Douglas

Hi Emily,
 
I have received some feedback already from other faculty in our department about your request (see below).
 I agree with this feedback based on the arguments presented.  Thus I would like to give concurrence for all
courses listed except STAT 7303, as long as we are not actually promising seats (just saying that students are
welcome to try to enroll), and as long as students *meet the prerequisiFes.*
 
Regarding STAT 7303, this is quite an advanced mathemaWcal course intended mainly for our PhD students in
StaWsWcs, with a lot of prerequisites, and it would be relaWvely rare (but not impossible) for an outside
student to succeed in this course.  So I agree that it is best to require the instructor’s permission for this
parWcular course.
 
I hope this is helpful.
 
Regards,
Doug Critchlow
Grad Studies Chair
StaWsWcs
 
Hi Doug,
 
I don't object to other departments lisWng our 6000-level courses as long as we do not promise seats
and the students meet the prerequisites.  This request parWcularly concerns me on the prerequisites
because they list courses that are typically not a first course in our department -- 5302, 6302.  
 
I don't think I'd give concurrence for 7303.  My reasoning is that the prerequisite chain includes 6801,
which requires grad standing in staWsWcs/biostaWsWcs.  Thus, by giving concurrence, we would be
implying that we would give permission to enroll in 6801, which I think should be more on a case-by-
case basis.  That is, I don't object on principle for non-stat/biostat students who would likely be
successful in 7303 to enroll in that course, but I want to retain each instructor's right to judge the likely
success for themselves and thus control their own classroom.
 
 
 
From: Buck, Emily B. 
Sent: Friday, February 01, 2019 2:02 PM
To: Critchlow, Douglas <dec@stat.osu.edu>
Cc: Kivel, Mary <kivel.1@osu.edu>
Subject: Graduate Concurence
 
Good acernoon,
I am wriWng you this acernoon to see if I could get your wriden approval for my graduate program to list your
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courses as possible offerings for our students. I am the graduate studies director in the department of
Agricultural, CommunicaWon, EducaWon and Leadership. We have an on campus and online master’s degree
program and a PhD program with an approximate total of 90 students at one Wme. We are currently going
thru some curricular revisions and are asking our students to take an addiWonal research methods/staWsWc
class beyond those we offer. We have had students take courses in your program before successfully and wish
to include the following courses in our potenWal list for students to choose from. Would you please be willing
to allow us to do this and assure us that, if space is available, our students would be welcome in your
courses? This would not be a large group of students, but one or two every once in a while.
 
I am happy to answer any quesWons you may have about our program or our request.  look forward to
hearing from you.
 
The courses we are asking to list are:
STAT 5302: Intermediate Data Analysis II (3)
STAT 6302: Theory of StaWsWcal Analysis (3)
STAT 6410: Design and Analysis of Experiments (4)
STAT 6450: Applied Regression Analysis (4)
STAT 6520: Applied Stat Analysis with Missing Data (3)
STAT 6560: Applied MulWvariate Analysis (3)
STAT 6570: Applied Bayesian Analysis (2)
STAT 6650: Discrete Data Analysis (3)
STAT 7303: Bayesian Analysis and Decision Theory (3)
 
Thank you,
Emily Buck
 
-- 
Emily B. Buck, PhD
Professor, Agricultural CommunicaWon
Graduate Student Director
The Ohio State University
200Y Ag AdministraWon
2120 Fyffe Rd
Columbus, Oh 43210
740-490-5236
Buck.210@osu.edu
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Buck.210@osu.edu


Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at 1:59:19 PM Eastern Standard Time

Page 1 of 2

Subject: Re: Graduate Concurrence
Date: Wednesday, February 6, 2019 at 4:29:41 PM Eastern Standard Time
From: Toman, Eric
To: Buck, Emily B.
CC: Kivel, Mary

Hello, Emily.
I've copied the instructor's response below.
She is on board with this and just sent through a couple of clarifying points. The first is a note that the course 
currently only consists of an in-person offering (not designed for students to complete online). We just wanted to 
make sure you were aware of that given the nature of your program with online master's students.
In her second point, she clarifies the course focus to make sure it aligns with your interests.
Please let me know if you have any quesWons about any of this. If all looks good on your end, we are happy to have 
the course listed as part of your curriculum and we would be happy to have your students join us in the future.
Best,
Eric

On Feb 6, 2019, at 2:30 PM, Dietsch, Alia M. <dietsch.29@osu.edu> wrote:

Sure – I’d love that!
 
A couple of things to note:

1.      The course is currently not designed for online-only students. I’m not sure how effecWve 
discussions would be with students both in person and online, and discussions are 
currently a criWcal component of the course. To be clear though, the background of ACEL 
students are certainly welcomed and would likely provide a richer, all-around discussion.

2.      The course focuses on research design/set-up, and does not teach sta7s7cs/how to 
analyze data. We do touch on the importance of considering analysis in the design of 
research during one weekly session, since the way in which data are collected will affect 
the types of analyses you can do. Simple examples include (1) structuring a quesWon in 
an interview/focus group as a yes/no response opWon vs leaving it more open-ended, or 
(2) as a dichotomous vs. likert-type scale on a survey. The disWncWon regarding content 
of ENR 8510 may maher to ACEL if their intent is to strengthen staWsWcal acumen vs. 
developing criWcal-thinking regarding how research design (e.g., data collecWon) itself 
can influence who responds, how they respond, why they respond the way they do, etc., 
all of which ulWmately influences research findings. This class is aimed at the laher 
(criWcal-thinking about design).

 
Let me know if other quesWons arise.

On Feb 6, 2019, at 2:27 PM, Buck, Emily B. <buck.210@osu.edu> wrote:

Eric,
Thank you very much for your response. I look forward to hearing from them.
Emily
 

From: "Toman, Eric" <toman.10@osu.edu>

mailto:dietsch.29@osu.edu
mailto:buck.210@osu.edu
mailto:toman.10@osu.edu
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From: "Toman, Eric" <toman.10@osu.edu>
Date: Wednesday, February 6, 2019 at 2:03 PM
To: "Buck, Emily B." <buck.210@osu.edu>
Cc: "Kivel, Mary" <kivel.1@osu.edu>
Subject: Re: Graduate Concurrence 
 
Hello, Emily, and apologies for the delayed response. 
I think this will be fine but have forwarded this to the instructor for 8510 and will get back to 
you shortly with her thoughts.
Best,
Eric
 

On Feb 1, 2019, at 2:04 PM, Buck, Emily B. <buck.210@osu.edu> wrote:
 
Good alernoon,
I am wriWng you this alernoon to see if I could get your wrihen approval for my 
graduate program to list your courses as possible offerings for our students. I am 
the graduate studies director in the department of Agricultural, CommunicaWon, 
EducaWon and Leadership. We have an on campus and online master’s degree 
program and a PhD program with an approximate total of 90 students at one Wme. 
We are currently going thru some curricular revisions and are asking our students 
to take an addiWonal research methods/staWsWc class beyond those we offer. We 
have had students take courses in your program before successfully and wish to 
include the following courses in our potenWal list for students to choose from. 
Would you please be willing to allow us to do this and assure us that, if space is 
available, our students would be welcome in your courses? This would not be a 
large group of students, but one or two every once in a while.
 
I am happy to answer any quesWons you may have about our program or our 
request.  look forward to hearing from you.
 
The courses we are asking to list are:
ENR 8510: Research Design for Environmental Social Sciences (3) 
 
Thank you,
Emily Buck
 
-- 
Emily B. Buck, PhD
Professor, Agricultural CommunicaWon
Graduate Student Director
The Ohio State University
200Y Ag AdministraWon
2120 Fyffe Rd
Columbus, Oh 43210
740-490-5236
Buck.210@osu.edu

mailto:toman.10@osu.edu
mailto:buck.210@osu.edu
mailto:kivel.1@osu.edu
mailto:buck.210@osu.edu
mailto:Buck.210@osu.edu
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