
Prologue for CAA Meeting 
Date: June 7, 2019 
From: Dean of the Graduate School, Alicia Bertone 
RE: International Cooperative Graduate Degree Agreements 
 
Background: 

OIA and the Graduate School has had many (dozens) of Dual PhD Degree International Cooperative Agreements, but all had expired 
by my appointment in April 2018, except one that is still functioning in Electrical and Computer Engineering.  
 
After my first few months, requests and proposals for my signature for both the renewal of International Cooperative Agreements and 
new International Cooperative Agreements began to hit my desk in increasing numbers. Due to the size (20-50 pages) of these documents 
and the variations in these documents, it became clear to me, I would not be able to do due diligence in reviewing these. It also became 
clear that these were written by faculty or in many cases, the partner institution, without attention to information that would be desired 
by the Graduate School to assess the value, quality, resources to support the programs, and the budget model, all very important to 
understand the quality, equity of these programs to all students for access and affordability, and what would be the investment from 
Ohio State.  
 
These agreements were following a long-standing procedure outlined on the OIA website and it became apparent that, although the 
Graduate School Dean was a signatory, the criteria, process, and admissions policies were not generally monitored by a central academic 
unit, specifically for graduate students, the Graduate School and CAA. In many cases, the specific program content was included in the 
contract agreement materials and lacked detail, oversight, and monitoring. Most were signed as dual PhD agreements that included a 
reciprocity component that in our searches did not reveal even one OSU student that went to the partner institution to complete the 
research component of the PhD. Many other quality metrics may, or may not, have been followed such as standards for faculty expertise 
(P or M status), admissions standards, or other equity issues as related to stipend support; and with the Combined Bachelor’s/Master’s 
international cooperative graduate degree agreement, access to similar study for all students including our domestic students. 
 
In brief, the Graduate School has led many meetings with OIA staff and leadership, Vice Provost Randy Smith, the Graduate School 
Team and, just yesterday, with the leaders of the most intensive international graduate programs at OSU, Asst Deans La-Tonia Stiner 
Jones (Engineering), Luis Casian (Natural and Mathematical Sciences) and Gary Pierzynski (Food, Agriculture and Environmental 
Sciences) to produce a revision of the process and documents. 
 
These two new ICGDAs presented today have been vetted by above and unanimously supported by the GC/CAA and GC. We have 
incorporated all the suggestions to date by these teams.  
 
The new process represents an almost 180-degree flip of the current process. We propose: 

 Faculty or administrators or others can initiate the process for an agreement with a partner institution by obtaining approval by 
the program graduate studies committee and college, notifying OIA of the name of the institution and obtain, from either OIA 
or The Graduate School website, the overarching agreement of relevance, the ones you have before you. 

 OIA completes the Visibility Compliance and obtains the review of the Office of Research Integrity and Compliance and 
provides that notification to the Graduate School.  

 The Partner Institution signs the Agreement and it routes to the Graduate School for signature and OSU approval (Legal and 
Fiscal) only if the OIA notifies the Graduate School that the Partner Institution passes and the University is Accredited or meets 
our standards as provided by Admissions. 

 The fully executed agreement would accompany Program Proposals to the Graduate School for any program accepting students 
under the ICGDA.  

 Program proposals would be submitted as any new or renewing program proposal to Dr Shari Speer to move through our 
system. Many of these proposals may have a tuition fee or GRA allocations, such that the Graduate School is currently leaning 
toward a signatory on the program documents since there is often more complexity. 

 International Programs will be unlikely to need further review outside OSU. 
We have two new agreements that are prepared to start this new process, Pharmacy ICGDA PhD and ESGP Dual PhD.  
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