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January 22, 2024 
 
Vice Provost W. Randy Smith  
Council on Academic Affairs  
Office of Academic Affairs  
 
Dear Randy: 
 
I am writing to inform you that the John Glenn College of Public Affairs supports the structural and application timeline 
changes to the BA/MPA and BS/MPA programs approved by the College’s graduate and undergraduate curriculum 
committees in November of 2023.  
 
The changes are in response to the Ohio Department of Higher Education’s decision to limit the number of credit hours 
that can overlap between a bachelor’s and master’s degree as part of a combined program. The Glenn College revised our 
combined degree programs to adhere to this new policy and attached you will find curriculum guides reflecting the 
changes. Additionally, we have included a matrix document that lists the different options for Glenn College 
undergraduate students who are interested in pursuing our MPA. This document will also be shared with students as an 
advising tool to help them inform their decisions.  
 
Current students in the combined 3+2 program are not impacted by these changes and they will continue to follow their 
current degree plan. The changes will be implemented for students beginning the combined degree program in autumn 
semester 2024 by taking graduate classes via senior petition and officially starting the MPA program in Spring 2025. 
 
Sincerely, 
  


 
 
Robert T. Greenbaum, Professor 
Associate Dean for Curriculum  
 
 
 
 


 
 


 


John Glenn College of Public Affairs 
 


110 Page Hall 
1810 College Road 


Columbus, OH 43210 
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Proposal to Update the Combined BA/MPA and BS/MPA Program 


Proposal Overview 
The combined BA/MPA and BS/MPA programs allow students to complete an undergraduate and graduate degree 
from the John Glenn College of Public Affairs in less time than it would take to earn both of them individually. The 
programs were designed to be completed in 5 years, but students have been able to complete them in 4 years if they 
enter Ohio State with more credit earned through dual enrollment and/or test scores. Since the program’s launch in 
2018, eleven students have completed it, graduating with both degrees. Currently 15 students are enrolled.  


In response to new policies from the Ohio Department of Higher Education limiting the number of combined credit 
hours that can be completed by students, the Glenn College has revised the application timeline for students 
interested in the combined programs. 


Proposed Changes 


1. Reduce the number of combined hours 
In order to comply with the new regulations from the Ohio Department of Higher Education, the Glenn College 
is reducing the number of credit hours that students can use as combined credit for the undergraduate and 
master’s degree programs from 18 to 9.  


2. Increase the use of credit via senior petition  
In order to account for the change in combined credit hours, students in these programs will take an additional 9 
hours of graduate credit through the senior petition process. They will complete these credits during fall 
semester of their fourth year and start the MPA the following spring. 
 


3. Change the application timeline for the combined programs 
To ensure that students make proper use of the senior petition and combined credit hours, we propose altering 
the application timeline for the program. Under this new model, students interested in the program will apply 
for the MPA by March 1 of their third year of undergraduate studies. Prospective combined students will apply 
for a spring   MPA start term, rather than a traditional autumn start. This will allow them to complete 9 hours of 
graduate credit via senior petition during the fall of their fourth year. Admitted students will then begin the MPA 
program the following spring semester. Both undergraduate and graduate stacks will remain open in SIS during 
this spring term. Upon the conclusion of the fourth year, students will graduate with their undergraduate degree 
and the undergraduate stack will close.  Students will proceed to their fifth year as traditional MPA students and 
will graduate accordingly. For students who enter Ohio State with significant prior credit and wish to complete 
the combined program in four years, the above timeline will be moved up by a year. These students will apply 
for the MPA by March 1 of their second year, take 9 hours of graduate credit via the senior petition in fall 
semester of their third year, begin the combined program in spring semester of their third year, graduate with 
their undergraduate degree after that semester, and graduate with their MPA degree upon the conclusion of 
their fourth year.







 
 


DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: PROPOSED REVISION  


Bachelor of Arts and Master of Public Administration 
Combined Degree Program 
For students applying to the master’s program Spring 2024 or later. 


This document provides an overview of the degree requirements to complete a combined degree program 
in the John Glenn College of Public Affairs. 


Bachelor of Arts Requirements 
• General Education (GE) Requirements (Complete all GE categories; 32-39 credits) 


− Bookends (2) 
− Foundations (22-25) 
− Thematic Pathways (8-12) 
 


• Degree Supporting (DS) Coursework (Complete all; overlap with the GE permitted; 4-
22 credits) 


− World Language or Cultural Studies Minor (0-15) 
− College Survey (1) 
− Data Analysis (0-3) 
− MATH 1116, 1148, 1150, or equivalent (3-5) 
− ECON 2001.01/03: Intro to Microeconomics (0-3) 
 


• Public Management, Leadership and Policy (Complete 9 of the 11 major courses; 
27 credits) 


− PUBAFRS 2110: Intro to Public Affairs (3) 
− PUBAFRS 2120: Public Service and Civic Engagement (3) 
− PUBAFRS 2130: Leadership in the Public and Nonprofit Sectors 
− PUBAFRS 2367: Writing and Communication in Public Affairs (3) prerequisite: PUBAFRS 2110 
− PUBAFRS 3000: Intro to Policy Analysis (3) prerequisite: ECON 2001 and data analysis 
− PUBAFRS 3500: Public Management (3) 
− POLITSC 3000+: Complete any Political Science course at the 3000-level or higher (3) 
− PUBAFRS 4310 or ECON 4300: Take either government finance course (3) prerequisite: ECON 2001 
− PUBAFRS 4011, 4021, or 4999.02: Complete a Public Affairs Capstone (3) prerequisites: 2110, 2120, 
2367,3000, 3500 


These major courses not needed with the combined degree: 
− PUBAFRS 4030: Public Budgeting (3) 
− PUBAFRS 4000+: Public Affairs course at the 4000-level or higher (3) 







 
 


• Specialization (Complete one of the following specialization choices; 12-30 credits) 


− Glenn Minor (12-15) 
− Approved Non-Glenn Minor (12-18) 
− Personalized Specialization (15) 
− Second Major (30) 


 
• Total Undergraduate Credit Hours (Complete a total of 112 undergraduate credit hours 


prior to starting the MPA) 


See sample Degree Plan below; additional credits, “electives”, may be needed to reach 112 credits. 
 


Master of Public Administration Requirements (52 credit hours) 


 
• Core Curriculum (Complete all 8 courses; 32 credits) 


− PUBAFRS 6000: Public Policy Formulation & Implementation (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6010: Legal Environment of Public Organizations (4) Combined Credit 
− PUBAFRS 6030: Public Sector Economics (4) Senior Petition as an undergraduate 
− PUBAFRS 6040: Public Budgeting & Finance (4) Prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6030; Combined Credit 
− PUBAFRS 6050: Managing Human Resources in Public Organizations (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6060/7553: Managing Public Sector Organizations / Nonprofit Management & Governance (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6070: Public Affairs Statistics (4) Senior Petition as an undergraduate 
− PUBAFRS 6080: Public Affairs Program Evaluation (4) Prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6070 


 
• Skills Courses (Complete 6500 and choose any 3 of the 1-credit skills; 5 credits) 


− PUBAFRS 6500: Public Affairs Skills: Written and Oral Communication (2) 
− Take 3 of the 1-credit skills courses; commonly offered include: 


PUBAFRS 5513*: Excel Basic Skills (1) 
PUBAFRS 5514*: Excel Advanced Skills (1) 
PUBAFRS 5515*: Conversing with Confidence Across Differences (1) 
PUBAFRS 6530: Negotiation for the Public Sector (1) 
PUBAFRS 6890: Special Topics: Skills in Public Affairs (1) 


 
• Elective Courses (Choose 4 from the example list below; 12 credits) 


− PUBAFRS 5030*: Local Government (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5110*: Higher Education & Workforce Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5240*: Race & Public Policy in the United States (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5573*: Qualitative Methods in Public Affairs Practice (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5590*: Fundraising & Philanthropy for Nonprofit Organizations (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5591*: Lobbying & Government Relations (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5595*: Nonprofit Social Enterprise (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5600*: Science, Engineering, and Public Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5700*: Rebuilding Failed and Weak States (3) 


*5000-level skills 
and elective courses 
must be taken 
during MPA 
semesters 


Senior petition one 
1-credit skills course 
as an undergrad; 
may also count one 
1- credit skills 
course as combined 
credit, if needed 







 
 


− PUBAFRS 5750*: Public Policy: The Business-Government Relationship (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5890*: US Food Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5895*: Food Insecurity, and Food Assistance Programming & Policy in the U.S. (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5900*: Food System Planning and the Economy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7501: Grant Writing in the Public Sector (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7508: Juvenile Justice Systems Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7509: Disasters: Preparedness and Response (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7550: Food Insecurity, and Food Assistance Programming & Policy in the U.S. (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7555: Project Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7533: Nonprofit Financial Management (3) 


 
• Capstone (Choose 1; not all capstone courses are offered regularly; 3 credits) 


− PUBAFRS 7900: Capstone: Research Paper in Public Affairs (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7910: Capstone: Public Policy Issues (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7920: Capstone: Public Economics (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7930: Capstone: Public Budgeting and Finance (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7940: Capstone: Public Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7950: Capstone: Policy, Innovation & Strategy in the Nonprofit Sector (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7960: Capstone: Information Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7950: Capstone: Policy in an International Context (3) 


Senior Petition Recommendation 


 
• Senior Petition Coursework (To stay on track with prerequisite requirements, we 


recommend taking the following graduate courses under the Senior Petition policy in the fall 
prior to starting the MPA program) 


− PUBAFRS 6030: Public Sector Economics (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6070: Public Affairs Statistics (4) 
− PUBAFRS Skills (1) 


Overlapping Degree Requirements 


 
• Combined Coursework (A maximum of 9 hours are permitted to count as combined 


coursework; these graduate credits may apply toward both programs) 
− PUBAFRS 6040: Public Budgeting and Finance (4) prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6030 
− PUBAFRS 6010: Public Policy Formulation and Implementation (4) 
− PUBAFRS Skills (1) 


  







 
 


Sample BA + MPA Degree Plan 
Autumn: Year 1 
GE: Launch Seminar (1) 
GE: Writing & Info Literacy (3) 
GE: Math (3) 
DS: Language 1101 (4) 
DS: College Survey (1) 
Major: PUBAFRS 2110 (3) 


Spring: Year 1 
GE: LVPA (3) 
DS: Language 1102 (4) 
DS: Data Analysis (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 2130 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 2367 (3) 


 


 Semester: 16 credits 


Semester/Total: 15 credits Total: 31 credits 


Autumn: Year 2 
GE: Natural Science (4) 
GE/ DS: ECON 2001 (3) 
DS: Language 1103 (4) 
Major + GE: PUBAFRS 2120 (3) 
Major: POLITSC 3000+ (3) 


Spring: Year 2 
GE: REGD (3) 
GE: Historical & Cultural Studies (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 3500(3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 3000(3) 
Specialization (3) 


 


Semester: 17 credits Semester: 15 credits 
Total: 48 credits Total: 63 credits 
Autumn: Year 3 
GE: Citizenship #2 (3) 
GE: Theme 2 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 4310/ECON 4300 (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Specialization (3) 


Spring: Year 3 - Apply to Combined Degree 
GE: Theme 2 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 4011 (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Elective (3) 


Summer: Year 3, TBD 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 


Semester: 15 credits Semester: 16 credits Semester: 12 credits 


Total: 78 credits Total: 94 credits Total: 106 credits 


Autumn: Year 4 
PUBAFRS 6030 (4) Senior Petition 
PUBAFRS 6070 (4) Senior Petition 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) Senior Petition 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
GE: Reflection Seminar (1) 


Spring: Year 4 - Start MPA 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS 6040 (4) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS 6010 (4) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS 6080 (4) 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) 


 


Semester: 16 credits Semester: 14 credits 
Total UG: 112 credits / GRAD: 9 credits Total UG: 121 credits; Graduate with BA 
Total GRAD: 9 credits Total GRAD: 23 credits 


Autumn: Year 5 Spring: Year 5  


PUBAFRS 6000 (4) PUBAFRS 6060 (4) 
PUBAFRS 6050 (4) Capstone (3) 
PUBAFRS 6500 (2) Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 


Elective (3) 


Semester: 16 credits Semester: 13 credits 
Total GRAD: 39 Total GRAD: 52 credits; Graduate with MPA 


 







 
 


DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 


Bachelor of Science and Master of Public 
Administration Combined Degree Program 
For students applying to the master’s program Spring 2024 or later. 


This document provides an overview of the degree requirements to complete a combined degree program 
in the John Glenn College of Public Affairs. 


 


Bachelor of Science Requirements 


 
• General Education (GE) Requirements (Complete all GE categories; 32-39 credits) 


− Bookends (2) 
− Foundations (22-25) 
− Thematic Pathways (8-12) 
 


• Degree Supporting (DS) Coursework (Complete all; overlap with the GE permitted; 6-22 
credits) 


− World Language or Cultural Studies Minor (0-15) 
− College Survey (1) 
− STAT 1450 or equivalent (0-3) 
− MATH 1131/1151 (5) 
− ECON 2001.01/03: Intro to Microeconomics (0-3) 
 


• Public Policy Analysis (Complete 9 of the 11 major courses; 27 credits) 


− PUBAFRS 2110: Intro to Public Affairs (3) 
− PUBAFRS 2120: Public Service and Civic Engagement (3) 
− PUBAFRS 2367: Writing and Communication in Public Affairs (3) prerequisite: PUBAFRS 2110 
− PUBAFRS 3500: Public Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 3000: Intro to Policy Analysis (3) prerequisite: ECON 2001 and data analysis 
− PUBAFRS 4010/4020: Public Affairs Decision-Making/Contemporary Issues in Governance: DC (3) 
− Methods (3): Take either PUBAFRS 4040, PUBAFRS 5573, GEOG 5210, ECON 4400, POLITSC 4781 
− PUBAFRS 4310 or ECON 4300 (3): Take either government finance course; prerequisite: ECON 2001 
− PUBAFRS 4011, 4021, or 4999.02: Complete a Public Affairs Capstone (3) prerequisites: 2110, 2120, 2367, 
3000, 3500 


 


These major courses not needed with the combined degree: 


− ECON 4001.01 (3) 
− PUBAFRS 4000: Public Policy Evaluation (3) 







 


 


• Specialization (Complete one of the following specialization choices; 12-30 credits) 


− Glenn Minor (12-15) 
− Approved Non-Glenn Minor (12-18) 
− Personalized Specialization (15) 
− Second Major (30) 
 


• Total Undergraduate Credit Hours (Complete a total of 112 undergraduate credit hours 
prior to starting the MPA) 


See sample Degree Plan below; additional credits, “electives”, may be needed to reach 112 credits. 
 


Master of Public Administration Requirements (52 credit hours) 


 
• Core Curriculum (Complete all 8 courses; 32 credits) 


− PUBAFRS 6000: Public Policy Formulation & Implementation (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6010: Legal Environment of Public Organizations (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6030: Public Sector Economics (4) Senior Petition as an undergraduate 
− PUBAFRS 6040: Public Budgeting & Finance (4) Prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6030; Combined Credit 
− PUBAFRS 6050: Managing Human Resources in Public Organizations (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6060/7553: Managing Public Sector Organizations / Nonprofit Management & Governance (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6070: Public Affairs Statistics (4) Senior Petition as an undergraduate 
− PUBAFRS 6080: Public Affairs Program Evaluation (4) Prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6070; Combined Credit 
 


• Skills Courses (Complete 6500 and choose any 3 of the 1-credit skills; 5 credits) 
− PUBAFRS 6500: Public Affairs Skills: Written and Oral Communication (2) 
− Take 3 of the 1-credit skills courses; commonly offered include: 


PUBAFRS 5513*: Excel Basic Skills (1) 
PUBAFRS 5514*: Excel Advanced Skills (1) 
PUBAFRS 5515*: Conversing with Confidence Across Differences (1) 
PUBAFRS 6530: Negotiation for the Public Sector (1) 
PUBAFRS 6890: Special Topics: Skills in Public Affairs (1) 
 


• Elective Courses (Choose 4 from the example list below; 12 credits) 
− PUBAFRS 5030*: Local Government (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5110*: Higher Education & Workforce Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5240*: Race & Public Policy in the United States (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5573*: Qualitative Methods in Public Affairs Practice (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5590*: Fundraising & Philanthropy for Nonprofit Organizations (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5591*: Lobbying & Government Relations (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5595*: Nonprofit Social Enterprise (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5600*: Science, Engineering, and Public Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5700*: Rebuilding Failed and Weak States (3) 


*5000-level skills 
and elective courses 
must be taken 
during MPA 
semesters 


Senior petition one 
1-credit skills course 
as an undergrad; 
may also count one 
1- credit skills 
course as combined 
credit, if needed 







 


 


− PUBAFRS 5750*: Public Policy: The Business-Government Relationship (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5890*: US Food Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5895*: Food Insecurity, and Food Assistance Programming & Policy in the U.S. (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5900*: Food System Planning and the Economy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7501: Grant Writing in the Public Sector (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7508: Juvenile Justice Systems Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7509: Disasters: Preparedness and Response (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7550: Food Insecurity, and Food Assistance Programming & Policy in the U.S. (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7555: Project Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7533: Nonprofit Financial Management (3) 


 
• Capstone (Choose 1; not all capstone courses are offered regularly; 3 credits) 


− PUBAFRS 7900: Capstone: Research Paper in Public Affairs (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7910: Capstone: Public Policy Issues (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7920: Capstone: Public Economics (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7930: Capstone: Public Budgeting and Finance (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7940: Capstone: Public Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7950: Capstone: Policy, Innovation & Strategy in the Nonprofit Sector (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7960: Capstone: Information Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7950: Capstone: Policy in an International Context (3) 


Senior Petition Recommendation 


 
• Senior Petition Coursework (To stay on track with prerequisite requirements, we 


recommend taking the following graduate courses under the Senior Petition policy in the fall 
prior to starting the MPA program) 


− PUBAFRS 6030: Public Sector Economics (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6070: Public Affairs Statistics (4) 
− PUBAFRS Skills (1) 


Overlapping Degree Requirements 


 
• Combined Coursework (A maximum of 9 hours are permitted to count as combined 


coursework; these graduate credits may apply toward both programs) 
− PUBAFRS 6040: Public Budgeting and Finance (4) prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6030 
− PUBAFRS 6080: Public Affairs Program Evaluation (4) Prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6070 
− PUBAFRS Skills (1) 


 
 
 


 
  







 


 


Sample BS + MPA Degree Plan 
Autumn: Year 1 
GE: Launch Seminar (1) 
GE: Writing & Info Literacy (3) 
GE: Math (5) 
DS: Language 1101 (4) 
DS: College Survey (1) 
Major: PUBAFRS 2110 (3) 


Spring: Year 1 
GE: LVPA (3) 
DS: Language 1102 (4) 
DS: Data Analysis (3) 
Major + GE: PUBAFRS 2120 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 2367 (3) 


 


 Semester: 16 credits 


Semester/Total: 15 credits Total: 31 credits 


Autumn: Year 2 
GE: Natural Science (4) 
GE/ DS: ECON 2001 (3) 
DS: Language 1103 (4) 
Major: PUBAFRS 3000 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 3500 (3) 


Spring: Year 2 
GE: REGD (3) 
GE: Historical & Cultural Studies (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Major: Methods (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 4010 (3) 


 


Semester: 17 credits Semester: 15 credits 
Total: 48 credits Total: 63 credits 
Autumn: Year 3 
GE: Citizenship #2 (3) 
GE: Theme 2 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 4310/ECON 4300 (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Specialization (3) 


Spring: Year 3 - Apply to Combined Degree 
GE: Theme 2 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 4011 (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Elective (3) 


Summer: Year 3, TBD 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 


Semester: 15 credits Semester: 16 credits Semester: 12 credits 


Total: 78 credits Total: 94 credits Total: 106 credits 


Autumn: Year 4 
PUBAFRS 6030 (4) Senior Petition 
PUBAFRS 6070 (4) Senior Petition 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) Senior Petition 
Elective (3) 
Elective (2) 
GE: Reflection Seminar (1) 


Spring: Year 4 - Start MPA 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS 6040 (4) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS 6010 (4) 
PUBAFRS 6080 (4) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) 


 


Semester: 14 credits Semester: 14 credits 
Total UG: 112 credits / GRAD: 9 credits Total UG: 121 credits; Graduate with BS 
Total GRAD: 9 credits Total GRAD: 23 credits 


Autumn: Year 5 Spring: Year 5  
PUBAFRS 6000 (4) PUBAFRS 6060 (4) 
PUBAFRS 6050 (4) Capstone (3) 
PUBAFRS 6500 (2) Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 


Elective (3) 


Semester: 16 credits Semester: 13 credits 
Total GRAD: 39 Total GRAD: 52 credits; Graduate with MPA 







 


 


 Combined Program: 3/2 Model Combined Program: 2/2 Model Early Graduation and 
Standard MPA application 


Four-year Graduation and 
Standard MPA application 


Timeline 
 


Apply by March 1 in year 3. Apply by March 1 in year 2. Apply by deadline for preferred 
semester start.  


Apply by deadline for preferred 
semester start. 


MPA Start date 
 


Spring of year 4, after senior 
petition in fall 


Spring of year 3, after senior 
petition in fall 


Autumn semester after 
application. 


Autumn semester after 
application. 


Grad/Undergrad 
stack status 


Both stacks open in spring of 
year 4. Graduation from UG after 
year 4. Graduate stack open in 
year 5.  


Both stacks open in spring of 
year 3. Graduation from UG after 
year 3. Graduate stack open in 
year 4. 


Undergraduate stack open while 
an undergraduate student; 
graduate stack open while a 
graduate student.  


Undergraduate stack open 
while an undergraduate student; 
graduate stack open while a 
graduate student. 


Use of senior 
petition 
 


Will take 9 credits of graduate 
coursework through senior 
petition. 


Will take 9 credits of graduate 
coursework through senior 
petition.  


Can take up to 9 hours of grad 
credit while in undergrad via 
senior petition. 


Can take up to 9 hours of grad 
credit while in undergrad via 
senior petition.  


Fellowship 
status 


Not eligible for UF, CAF, GAF Not eligible for UF, CAF, GAF Eligible for UF, CAF, GAF Eligible for UF, CAF, GAF 


Scholarship 
status 
 


Full use of undergraduate merit 
and need scholarships for 
undergraduate terms (8 
semesters). Eligible for MPA 
Scholarships year 5. 
 


Full use of undergraduate merit 
and need scholarships for 
undergraduate terms (6 
semesters). Forego undergraduate 
scholarships in year 4. Eligible 
for MPA Scholarships year 4  


Full use of undergraduate merit 
and need scholarships (up to 6 
semesters for 3-year 
graduation). 


Full use of undergraduate merit 
and need scholarships (up to 8 
semesters). 


Student 
organization 
status 


Can participate in student orgs 
restricted to undergraduate 
students through year four. No 
limit on participation in orgs 
open to both groups.  When in 
doubt, refer to individual org 
constitutions for clarification.  


Can participate in student orgs 
restricted to undergraduate 
students through year three. No 
limit on participation in orgs open 
to both groups. When in doubt, 
refer to individual org 
constitutions for clarification. 


Eligible for involvement in 
undergraduate student 
organizations until graduation. 


Eligible for involvement in 
undergraduate student 
organizations until graduation. 


Other notes 
 


Nine hours of graduate credit in 
Autumn of year 4 via senior 
petition. 


Nine hours of graduate credit in 
Autumn of year 3 via senior 
petition. 
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOOL





January 22, 2024 

Vice Provost W. Randy Smith 
Council on Academic Affairs  
Office of Academic Affairs  

Dear Randy: 

I am writing to inform you that the John Glenn College of Public Affairs supports the structural and application timeline 
changes to the BA/MPA and BS/MPA programs approved by the College’s graduate and undergraduate curriculum 
committees in November of 2023.  

The changes are in response to the Ohio Department of Higher Education’s decision to limit the number of credit hours 
that can overlap between a bachelor’s and master’s degree as part of a combined program. The Glenn College revised our 
combined degree programs to adhere to this new policy and attached you will find curriculum guides reflecting the 
changes. Additionally, we have included a matrix document that lists the different options for Glenn College 
undergraduate students who are interested in pursuing our MPA. This document will also be shared with students as an 
advising tool to help them inform their decisions.  

Current students in the combined 3+2 program are not impacted by these changes and they will continue to follow their 
current degree plan. The changes will be implemented for students beginning the combined degree program in autumn 
semester 2024 by taking graduate classes via senior petition and officially starting the MPA program in Spring 2025. 

Sincerely, 

Robert T. Greenbaum, Professor 
Associate Dean for Curriculum  

John Glenn College of Public Affairs 

110 Page Hall 
1810 College Road 

Columbus, OH 43210 
glenn.osu.edu 



  

 
 

Proposal to Update the Combined BA/MPA and BS/MPA Program 

Proposal Overview 
The combined BA/MPA and BS/MPA programs allow students to complete an undergraduate and graduate degree 
from the John Glenn College of Public Affairs in less time than it would take to earn both of them individually. The 
programs were designed to be completed in 5 years, but students have been able to complete them in 4 years if they 
enter Ohio State with more credit earned through dual enrollment and/or test scores. Since the program’s launch in 
2018, eleven students have completed it, graduating with both degrees. Currently 15 students are enrolled.  

In response to new policies from the Ohio Department of Higher Education limiting the number of combined credit 
hours that can be completed by students, the Glenn College has revised the application timeline for students 
interested in the combined programs. 

Proposed Changes 

1. Reduce the number of combined hours 
In order to comply with the new regulations from the Ohio Department of Higher Education, the Glenn College 
is reducing the number of credit hours that students can use as combined credit for the undergraduate and 
master’s degree programs from 18 to 9.  

2. Increase the use of credit via senior petition  
In order to account for the change in combined credit hours, students in these programs will take an additional 9 
hours of graduate credit through the senior petition process. They will complete these credits during fall 
semester of their fourth year and start the MPA the following spring. 
 

3. Change the application timeline for the combined programs 
To ensure that students make proper use of the senior petition and combined credit hours, we propose altering 
the application timeline for the program. Under this new model, students interested in the program will apply 
for the MPA by March 1 of their third year of undergraduate studies. Prospective combined students will apply 
for a spring   MPA start term, rather than a traditional autumn start. This will allow them to complete 9 hours of 
graduate credit via senior petition during the fall of their fourth year. Admitted students will then begin the MPA 
program the following spring semester. Both undergraduate and graduate stacks will remain open in SIS during 
this spring term. Upon the conclusion of the fourth year, students will graduate with their undergraduate degree 
and the undergraduate stack will close.  Students will proceed to their fifth year as traditional MPA students and 
will graduate accordingly. For students who enter Ohio State with significant prior credit and wish to complete 
the combined program in four years, the above timeline will be moved up by a year. These students will apply 
for the MPA by March 1 of their second year, take 9 hours of graduate credit via the senior petition in fall 
semester of their third year, begin the combined program in spring semester of their third year, graduate with 
their undergraduate degree after that semester, and graduate with their MPA degree upon the conclusion of 
their fourth year.



 
 

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS: PROPOSED REVISION  

Bachelor of Arts and Master of Public Administration 
Combined Degree Program 
For students applying to the master’s program Spring 2024 or later. 

This document provides an overview of the degree requirements to complete a combined degree program 
in the John Glenn College of Public Affairs. 

Bachelor of Arts Requirements 
• General Education (GE) Requirements (Complete all GE categories; 32-39 credits) 

− Bookends (2) 
− Foundations (22-25) 
− Thematic Pathways (8-12) 
 

• Degree Supporting (DS) Coursework (Complete all; overlap with the GE permitted; 4-
22 credits) 

− World Language or Cultural Studies Minor (0-15) 
− College Survey (1) 
− Data Analysis (0-3) 
− MATH 1116, 1148, 1150, or equivalent (3-5) 
− ECON 2001.01/03: Intro to Microeconomics (0-3) 
 

• Public Management, Leadership and Policy (Complete 9 of the 11 major courses; 
27 credits) 

− PUBAFRS 2110: Intro to Public Affairs (3) 
− PUBAFRS 2120: Public Service and Civic Engagement (3) 
− PUBAFRS 2130: Leadership in the Public and Nonprofit Sectors 
− PUBAFRS 2367: Writing and Communication in Public Affairs (3) prerequisite: PUBAFRS 2110 
− PUBAFRS 3000: Intro to Policy Analysis (3) prerequisite: ECON 2001 and data analysis 
− PUBAFRS 3500: Public Management (3) 
− POLITSC 3000+: Complete any Political Science course at the 3000-level or higher (3) 
− PUBAFRS 4310 or ECON 4300: Take either government finance course (3) prerequisite: ECON 2001 
− PUBAFRS 4011, 4021, or 4999.02: Complete a Public Affairs Capstone (3) prerequisites: 2110, 2120, 
2367,3000, 3500 

These major courses not needed with the combined degree: 
− PUBAFRS 4030: Public Budgeting (3) 
− PUBAFRS 4000+: Public Affairs course at the 4000-level or higher (3) 



 
 

• Specialization (Complete one of the following specialization choices; 12-30 credits) 

− Glenn Minor (12-15) 
− Approved Non-Glenn Minor (12-18) 
− Personalized Specialization (15) 
− Second Major (30) 

 
• Total Undergraduate Credit Hours (Complete a total of 112 undergraduate credit hours 

prior to starting the MPA) 

See sample Degree Plan below; additional credits, “electives”, may be needed to reach 112 credits. 
 

Master of Public Administration Requirements (52 credit hours) 

 
• Core Curriculum (Complete all 8 courses; 32 credits) 

− PUBAFRS 6000: Public Policy Formulation & Implementation (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6010: Legal Environment of Public Organizations (4) Combined Credit 
− PUBAFRS 6030: Public Sector Economics (4) Senior Petition as an undergraduate 
− PUBAFRS 6040: Public Budgeting & Finance (4) Prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6030; Combined Credit 
− PUBAFRS 6050: Managing Human Resources in Public Organizations (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6060/7553: Managing Public Sector Organizations / Nonprofit Management & Governance (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6070: Public Affairs Statistics (4) Senior Petition as an undergraduate 
− PUBAFRS 6080: Public Affairs Program Evaluation (4) Prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6070 

 
• Skills Courses (Complete 6500 and choose any 3 of the 1-credit skills; 5 credits) 

− PUBAFRS 6500: Public Affairs Skills: Written and Oral Communication (2) 
− Take 3 of the 1-credit skills courses; commonly offered include: 

PUBAFRS 5513*: Excel Basic Skills (1) 
PUBAFRS 5514*: Excel Advanced Skills (1) 
PUBAFRS 5515*: Conversing with Confidence Across Differences (1) 
PUBAFRS 6530: Negotiation for the Public Sector (1) 
PUBAFRS 6890: Special Topics: Skills in Public Affairs (1) 

 
• Elective Courses (Choose 4 from the example list below; 12 credits) 

− PUBAFRS 5030*: Local Government (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5110*: Higher Education & Workforce Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5240*: Race & Public Policy in the United States (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5573*: Qualitative Methods in Public Affairs Practice (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5590*: Fundraising & Philanthropy for Nonprofit Organizations (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5591*: Lobbying & Government Relations (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5595*: Nonprofit Social Enterprise (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5600*: Science, Engineering, and Public Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5700*: Rebuilding Failed and Weak States (3) 

*5000-level skills 
and elective courses 
must be taken 
during MPA 
semesters 

Senior petition one 
1-credit skills course 
as an undergrad; 
may also count one 
1- credit skills 
course as combined 
credit, if needed 



 
 

− PUBAFRS 5750*: Public Policy: The Business-Government Relationship (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5890*: US Food Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5895*: Food Insecurity, and Food Assistance Programming & Policy in the U.S. (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5900*: Food System Planning and the Economy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7501: Grant Writing in the Public Sector (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7508: Juvenile Justice Systems Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7509: Disasters: Preparedness and Response (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7550: Food Insecurity, and Food Assistance Programming & Policy in the U.S. (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7555: Project Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7533: Nonprofit Financial Management (3) 

 
• Capstone (Choose 1; not all capstone courses are offered regularly; 3 credits) 

− PUBAFRS 7900: Capstone: Research Paper in Public Affairs (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7910: Capstone: Public Policy Issues (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7920: Capstone: Public Economics (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7930: Capstone: Public Budgeting and Finance (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7940: Capstone: Public Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7950: Capstone: Policy, Innovation & Strategy in the Nonprofit Sector (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7960: Capstone: Information Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7950: Capstone: Policy in an International Context (3) 

Senior Petition Recommendation 

 
• Senior Petition Coursework (To stay on track with prerequisite requirements, we 

recommend taking the following graduate courses under the Senior Petition policy in the fall 
prior to starting the MPA program) 

− PUBAFRS 6030: Public Sector Economics (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6070: Public Affairs Statistics (4) 
− PUBAFRS Skills (1) 

Overlapping Degree Requirements 

 
• Combined Coursework (A maximum of 9 hours are permitted to count as combined 

coursework; these graduate credits may apply toward both programs) 
− PUBAFRS 6040: Public Budgeting and Finance (4) prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6030 
− PUBAFRS 6010: Public Policy Formulation and Implementation (4) 
− PUBAFRS Skills (1) 

  



 
 

Sample BA + MPA Degree Plan 
Autumn: Year 1 
GE: Launch Seminar (1) 
GE: Writing & Info Literacy (3) 
GE: Math (3) 
DS: Language 1101 (4) 
DS: College Survey (1) 
Major: PUBAFRS 2110 (3) 

Spring: Year 1 
GE: LVPA (3) 
DS: Language 1102 (4) 
DS: Data Analysis (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 2130 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 2367 (3) 

 

 Semester: 16 credits 

Semester/Total: 15 credits Total: 31 credits 

Autumn: Year 2 
GE: Natural Science (4) 
GE/ DS: ECON 2001 (3) 
DS: Language 1103 (4) 
Major + GE: PUBAFRS 2120 (3) 
Major: POLITSC 3000+ (3) 

Spring: Year 2 
GE: REGD (3) 
GE: Historical & Cultural Studies (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 3500(3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 3000(3) 
Specialization (3) 

 

Semester: 17 credits Semester: 15 credits 
Total: 48 credits Total: 63 credits 
Autumn: Year 3 
GE: Citizenship #2 (3) 
GE: Theme 2 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 4310/ECON 4300 (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Specialization (3) 

Spring: Year 3 - Apply to Combined Degree 
GE: Theme 2 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 4011 (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Elective (3) 

Summer: Year 3, TBD 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 

Semester: 15 credits Semester: 16 credits Semester: 12 credits 

Total: 78 credits Total: 94 credits Total: 106 credits 

Autumn: Year 4 
PUBAFRS 6030 (4) Senior Petition 
PUBAFRS 6070 (4) Senior Petition 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) Senior Petition 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
GE: Reflection Seminar (1) 

Spring: Year 4 - Start MPA 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS 6040 (4) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS 6010 (4) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS 6080 (4) 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) 

 

Semester: 16 credits Semester: 14 credits 
Total UG: 112 credits / GRAD: 9 credits Total UG: 121 credits; Graduate with BA 
Total GRAD: 9 credits Total GRAD: 23 credits 

Autumn: Year 5 Spring: Year 5  

PUBAFRS 6000 (4) PUBAFRS 6060 (4) 
PUBAFRS 6050 (4) Capstone (3) 
PUBAFRS 6500 (2) Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 

Elective (3) 

Semester: 16 credits Semester: 13 credits 
Total GRAD: 39 Total GRAD: 52 credits; Graduate with MPA 

 



 
 

DEGREE REQUIREMENTS 

Bachelor of Science and Master of Public 
Administration Combined Degree Program 
For students applying to the master’s program Spring 2024 or later. 

This document provides an overview of the degree requirements to complete a combined degree program 
in the John Glenn College of Public Affairs. 

 

Bachelor of Science Requirements 

 
• General Education (GE) Requirements (Complete all GE categories; 32-39 credits) 

− Bookends (2) 
− Foundations (22-25) 
− Thematic Pathways (8-12) 
 

• Degree Supporting (DS) Coursework (Complete all; overlap with the GE permitted; 6-22 
credits) 

− World Language or Cultural Studies Minor (0-15) 
− College Survey (1) 
− STAT 1450 or equivalent (0-3) 
− MATH 1131/1151 (5) 
− ECON 2001.01/03: Intro to Microeconomics (0-3) 
 

• Public Policy Analysis (Complete 9 of the 11 major courses; 27 credits) 

− PUBAFRS 2110: Intro to Public Affairs (3) 
− PUBAFRS 2120: Public Service and Civic Engagement (3) 
− PUBAFRS 2367: Writing and Communication in Public Affairs (3) prerequisite: PUBAFRS 2110 
− PUBAFRS 3500: Public Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 3000: Intro to Policy Analysis (3) prerequisite: ECON 2001 and data analysis 
− PUBAFRS 4010/4020: Public Affairs Decision-Making/Contemporary Issues in Governance: DC (3) 
− Methods (3): Take either PUBAFRS 4040, PUBAFRS 5573, GEOG 5210, ECON 4400, POLITSC 4781 
− PUBAFRS 4310 or ECON 4300 (3): Take either government finance course; prerequisite: ECON 2001 
− PUBAFRS 4011, 4021, or 4999.02: Complete a Public Affairs Capstone (3) prerequisites: 2110, 2120, 2367, 
3000, 3500 

 

These major courses not needed with the combined degree: 

− ECON 4001.01 (3) 
− PUBAFRS 4000: Public Policy Evaluation (3) 



 

 

• Specialization (Complete one of the following specialization choices; 12-30 credits) 

− Glenn Minor (12-15) 
− Approved Non-Glenn Minor (12-18) 
− Personalized Specialization (15) 
− Second Major (30) 
 

• Total Undergraduate Credit Hours (Complete a total of 112 undergraduate credit hours 
prior to starting the MPA) 

See sample Degree Plan below; additional credits, “electives”, may be needed to reach 112 credits. 
 

Master of Public Administration Requirements (52 credit hours) 

 
• Core Curriculum (Complete all 8 courses; 32 credits) 

− PUBAFRS 6000: Public Policy Formulation & Implementation (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6010: Legal Environment of Public Organizations (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6030: Public Sector Economics (4) Senior Petition as an undergraduate 
− PUBAFRS 6040: Public Budgeting & Finance (4) Prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6030; Combined Credit 
− PUBAFRS 6050: Managing Human Resources in Public Organizations (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6060/7553: Managing Public Sector Organizations / Nonprofit Management & Governance (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6070: Public Affairs Statistics (4) Senior Petition as an undergraduate 
− PUBAFRS 6080: Public Affairs Program Evaluation (4) Prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6070; Combined Credit 
 

• Skills Courses (Complete 6500 and choose any 3 of the 1-credit skills; 5 credits) 
− PUBAFRS 6500: Public Affairs Skills: Written and Oral Communication (2) 
− Take 3 of the 1-credit skills courses; commonly offered include: 

PUBAFRS 5513*: Excel Basic Skills (1) 
PUBAFRS 5514*: Excel Advanced Skills (1) 
PUBAFRS 5515*: Conversing with Confidence Across Differences (1) 
PUBAFRS 6530: Negotiation for the Public Sector (1) 
PUBAFRS 6890: Special Topics: Skills in Public Affairs (1) 
 

• Elective Courses (Choose 4 from the example list below; 12 credits) 
− PUBAFRS 5030*: Local Government (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5110*: Higher Education & Workforce Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5240*: Race & Public Policy in the United States (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5573*: Qualitative Methods in Public Affairs Practice (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5590*: Fundraising & Philanthropy for Nonprofit Organizations (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5591*: Lobbying & Government Relations (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5595*: Nonprofit Social Enterprise (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5600*: Science, Engineering, and Public Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5700*: Rebuilding Failed and Weak States (3) 

*5000-level skills 
and elective courses 
must be taken 
during MPA 
semesters 

Senior petition one 
1-credit skills course 
as an undergrad; 
may also count one 
1- credit skills 
course as combined 
credit, if needed 



 

 

− PUBAFRS 5750*: Public Policy: The Business-Government Relationship (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5890*: US Food Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5895*: Food Insecurity, and Food Assistance Programming & Policy in the U.S. (3) 
− PUBAFRS 5900*: Food System Planning and the Economy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7501: Grant Writing in the Public Sector (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7508: Juvenile Justice Systems Policy (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7509: Disasters: Preparedness and Response (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7550: Food Insecurity, and Food Assistance Programming & Policy in the U.S. (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7555: Project Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7533: Nonprofit Financial Management (3) 

 
• Capstone (Choose 1; not all capstone courses are offered regularly; 3 credits) 

− PUBAFRS 7900: Capstone: Research Paper in Public Affairs (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7910: Capstone: Public Policy Issues (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7920: Capstone: Public Economics (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7930: Capstone: Public Budgeting and Finance (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7940: Capstone: Public Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7950: Capstone: Policy, Innovation & Strategy in the Nonprofit Sector (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7960: Capstone: Information Management (3) 
− PUBAFRS 7950: Capstone: Policy in an International Context (3) 

Senior Petition Recommendation 

 
• Senior Petition Coursework (To stay on track with prerequisite requirements, we 

recommend taking the following graduate courses under the Senior Petition policy in the fall 
prior to starting the MPA program) 

− PUBAFRS 6030: Public Sector Economics (4) 
− PUBAFRS 6070: Public Affairs Statistics (4) 
− PUBAFRS Skills (1) 

Overlapping Degree Requirements 

 
• Combined Coursework (A maximum of 9 hours are permitted to count as combined 

coursework; these graduate credits may apply toward both programs) 
− PUBAFRS 6040: Public Budgeting and Finance (4) prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6030 
− PUBAFRS 6080: Public Affairs Program Evaluation (4) Prerequisite: PUBAFRS 6070 
− PUBAFRS Skills (1) 

 
 
 

 
  



 

 

Sample BS + MPA Degree Plan 
Autumn: Year 1 
GE: Launch Seminar (1) 
GE: Writing & Info Literacy (3) 
GE: Math (5) 
DS: Language 1101 (4) 
DS: College Survey (1) 
Major: PUBAFRS 2110 (3) 

Spring: Year 1 
GE: LVPA (3) 
DS: Language 1102 (4) 
DS: Data Analysis (3) 
Major + GE: PUBAFRS 2120 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 2367 (3) 

 

 Semester: 16 credits 

Semester/Total: 15 credits Total: 31 credits 

Autumn: Year 2 
GE: Natural Science (4) 
GE/ DS: ECON 2001 (3) 
DS: Language 1103 (4) 
Major: PUBAFRS 3000 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 3500 (3) 

Spring: Year 2 
GE: REGD (3) 
GE: Historical & Cultural Studies (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Major: Methods (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 4010 (3) 

 

Semester: 17 credits Semester: 15 credits 
Total: 48 credits Total: 63 credits 
Autumn: Year 3 
GE: Citizenship #2 (3) 
GE: Theme 2 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 4310/ECON 4300 (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Specialization (3) 

Spring: Year 3 - Apply to Combined Degree 
GE: Theme 2 (3) 
Major: PUBAFRS 4011 (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Specialization (3) 
Elective (3) 

Summer: Year 3, TBD 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 

Semester: 15 credits Semester: 16 credits Semester: 12 credits 

Total: 78 credits Total: 94 credits Total: 106 credits 

Autumn: Year 4 
PUBAFRS 6030 (4) Senior Petition 
PUBAFRS 6070 (4) Senior Petition 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) Senior Petition 
Elective (3) 
Elective (2) 
GE: Reflection Seminar (1) 

Spring: Year 4 - Start MPA 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS 6040 (4) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS 6010 (4) 
PUBAFRS 6080 (4) Combined Credit 
PUBAFRS Skills (1) 

 

Semester: 14 credits Semester: 14 credits 
Total UG: 112 credits / GRAD: 9 credits Total UG: 121 credits; Graduate with BS 
Total GRAD: 9 credits Total GRAD: 23 credits 

Autumn: Year 5 Spring: Year 5  
PUBAFRS 6000 (4) PUBAFRS 6060 (4) 
PUBAFRS 6050 (4) Capstone (3) 
PUBAFRS 6500 (2) Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 
Elective (3) 

Elective (3) 

Semester: 16 credits Semester: 13 credits 
Total GRAD: 39 Total GRAD: 52 credits; Graduate with MPA 



 

 

 Combined Program: 3/2 Model Combined Program: 2/2 Model Early Graduation and 
Standard MPA application 

Four-year Graduation and 
Standard MPA application 

Timeline 
 

Apply by March 1 in year 3. Apply by March 1 in year 2. Apply by deadline for preferred 
semester start.  

Apply by deadline for preferred 
semester start. 

MPA Start date 
 

Spring of year 4, after senior 
petition in fall 

Spring of year 3, after senior 
petition in fall 

Autumn semester after 
application. 

Autumn semester after 
application. 

Grad/Undergrad 
stack status 

Both stacks open in spring of 
year 4. Graduation from UG after 
year 4. Graduate stack open in 
year 5.  

Both stacks open in spring of 
year 3. Graduation from UG after 
year 3. Graduate stack open in 
year 4. 

Undergraduate stack open while 
an undergraduate student; 
graduate stack open while a 
graduate student.  

Undergraduate stack open 
while an undergraduate student; 
graduate stack open while a 
graduate student. 

Use of senior 
petition 
 

Will take 9 credits of graduate 
coursework through senior 
petition. 

Will take 9 credits of graduate 
coursework through senior 
petition.  

Can take up to 9 hours of grad 
credit while in undergrad via 
senior petition. 

Can take up to 9 hours of grad 
credit while in undergrad via 
senior petition.  

Fellowship 
status 

Not eligible for UF, CAF, GAF Not eligible for UF, CAF, GAF Eligible for UF, CAF, GAF Eligible for UF, CAF, GAF 

Scholarship 
status 
 

Full use of undergraduate merit 
and need scholarships for 
undergraduate terms (8 
semesters). Eligible for MPA 
Scholarships year 5. 
 

Full use of undergraduate merit 
and need scholarships for 
undergraduate terms (6 
semesters). Forego undergraduate 
scholarships in year 4. Eligible 
for MPA Scholarships year 4  

Full use of undergraduate merit 
and need scholarships (up to 6 
semesters for 3-year 
graduation). 

Full use of undergraduate merit 
and need scholarships (up to 8 
semesters). 

Student 
organization 
status 

Can participate in student orgs 
restricted to undergraduate 
students through year four. No 
limit on participation in orgs 
open to both groups.  When in 
doubt, refer to individual org 
constitutions for clarification.  

Can participate in student orgs 
restricted to undergraduate 
students through year three. No 
limit on participation in orgs open 
to both groups. When in doubt, 
refer to individual org 
constitutions for clarification. 

Eligible for involvement in 
undergraduate student 
organizations until graduation. 

Eligible for involvement in 
undergraduate student 
organizations until graduation. 

Other notes 
 

Nine hours of graduate credit in 
Autumn of year 4 via senior 
petition. 

Nine hours of graduate credit in 
Autumn of year 3 via senior 
petition. 
 

  

 


	Proposal to Update the Combined BA/MPA and BS/MPA Program
	Proposal Overview
	Bachelor of Arts Requirements
	• Specialization (Complete one of the following specialization choices; 12-30 credits)
	prior to starting the MPA)
	• Skills Courses (Complete 6500 and choose any 3 of the 1-credit skills; 5 credits)
	• Capstone (Choose 1; not all capstone courses are offered regularly; 3 credits)

	Senior Petition Recommendation
	• Senior Petition Coursework (To stay on track with prerequisite requirements, we recommend taking the following graduate courses under the Senior Petition policy in the fall prior to starting the MPA program)

	Overlapping Degree Requirements
	• Combined Coursework (A maximum of 9 hours are permitted to count as combined coursework; these graduate credits may apply toward both programs)

	Bachelor of Science Requirements
	• Specialization (Complete one of the following specialization choices; 12-30 credits)
	prior to starting the MPA)
	• Skills Courses (Complete 6500 and choose any 3 of the 1-credit skills; 5 credits)
	• Capstone (Choose 1; not all capstone courses are offered regularly; 3 credits)

	Senior Petition Recommendation
	• Senior Petition Coursework (To stay on track with prerequisite requirements, we recommend taking the following graduate courses under the Senior Petition policy in the fall prior to starting the MPA program)

	Overlapping Degree Requirements
	• Combined Coursework (A maximum of 9 hours are permitted to count as combined coursework; these graduate credits may apply toward both programs)


