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Mark:
 
The proposal from the Department of Anthropology to create an undergraduate certificate in
Wicked Science was approved by the Council on Academic Affairs at its meeting on December 6,
2023.  Thank you for attending the meeting to respond to questions/comments.
 
No additional level of internal approval is necessary. This action will be included in the Council’s next
Annual Activities Report to the University Senate (July 2024).
 
The Office of the University Registrar will work you with any implementation issues.
 
Please keep a copy of this message for your file on the proposal and I will do the same for the file in
the Office of Academic Affairs.
 
If you have any questions please contact the Chair of the Council, Professor Fábio Leite (.11), or me.
 
Randy
 

W. Randy Smith, Ph.D.
Vice Provost for Academic Programs
Office of Academic Affairs 

University Square South, 15 E. 15th Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201
614-292-5881 Office
smith.70@osu.edu
Assisted by:
Katie Reed
Executive Assistant
(614) 292-5672
reed.901@osu.edu
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October 30, 2023 
 
W. Randy Smith, Vice Provost  
Council on Academic Affairs 
Bricker Hall 
CAMPUS 
 
Dear Randy: 
 
I am pleased to endorse the proposal submitted by the Department of Anthropology to create 
a certificate in Wicked Science.  A steering committee of ASC faculty, undergraduate 
students, and an advisor will oversee the program.  The certificate (Types 1a, 1b, and 2) is 
focused on serving both current OSU students and as an educational experience for the larger 
community.   
 
The proposed curriculum is well designed and accessible.  The certificate does not duplicate 
any other currently offered at Ohio State.  It provides an opportunity for students to engage 
with the complex challenges that face society today, and compliments the recently created 
GIS in Wicked Science.  It has the full support of the College of Arts and Sciences. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Andrew W. Martin 
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education  
Professor, Department of Sociology 

 

College of Arts and Sciences 
 

Office of the Associate  
and Assistant Deans 

 
114 University Hall 

230 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, OH 43210 

 
614-292-1667  Phone  

asc.osu.edu 
 
 



Chair, Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee 

October 15, 2023 

 

Dear Chair and Members of the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee: 

On September 21, 2023, the Social and Behavioral Sciences Subcommittee reviewed a request 
from the Department of Anthropology to approve their new undergraduate certificate in Wicked 
Science, to be implemented in Autumn 2024. 

This interdisciplinary certificate is designed to help undergraduates tackle “wicked problems” of 
a global scale and includes issues such as climate change, cyber security, and food security. As 
the authors of the certificate describe, the goal of the program is to “train students across the 
university to become wicked scientists who are able to create an inclusive culture in 
transdisciplinary teams.” This certificate is similar to the Graduate Interdisciplinary 
Specialization in Wicked Science that was approved in Spring 2023. The certificate requires the 
completion of five courses and can be achieved within two to four semesters.  

The SBS Subcommittee voted unanimously to approve this request, with no recommendations, 
and the proposal is now advanced to the ASCC with a motion to approve. 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy Nathanson 
Professor of Communication 

Chair, ASCC Social and Behavioral Sciences Subcommittee  
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Credit Hour Explanation

Program Learning Goals
Note: these are required for all undergraduate degree programs and majors now, and will be required for all graduate and professional degree programs in
2012. Nonetheless, all programs are encouraged to complete these now.

Assessment
Assessment plan includes student learning goals, how those goals are evaluated, and how the information collected is used to improve student learning. An
assessment plan is required for undergraduate majors and degrees. Graduate and professional degree programs are encouraged to complete this now, but will
not be required to do so until 2012.

Is this a degree program (undergraduate, graduate, or professional) or major proposal? No

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Wicked Science Certificate

Last Updated: Martin,Andrew William
10/30/2023

Fiscal Unit/Academic Org Anthropology - D0711
Administering College/Academic Group Arts and Sciences
Co-adminstering College/Academic Group
Semester Conversion Designation New Program/Plan
Proposed Program/Plan Name Wicked Science Certificate
Type of Program/Plan Undergraduate certificate program
Program/Plan Code Abbreviation
Proposed Degree Title

Program credit hour requirements A) Number of credit hours
in current program (Quarter

credit hours)

B) Calculated result for
2/3rds of current (Semester

credit hours)

C) Number of credit hours
required for proposed

program (Semester credit
hours)

D) Change in credit hours

Total minimum credit hours required for
completion of program 12

Required credit hours
offered by the unit Minimum 7

Maximum 7

Required credit hours
offered outside of the unit Minimum 5

Maximum 8

Required prerequisite credit
hours not included above Minimum 0

Maximum 0

Program Learning Goals Tackle wicked problems using a systems-thinking approach that seriously considers

the roles, interests, and perspectives of stakeholders.

•

Collaborate effectively with stakeholders and team members from diverse

backgrounds and experiences.

•

Communicate scientific research and ideas to diverse audiences and through

different modalities.

•

Meet ethical, collegial, and professional expectations and standards in collaborative

research and other professional endeavors.

•

Articulate a sense of purpose and develop competencies, skills, and habits that

prepare them for life-long learning about and engaging with wicked problems.

•
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Program Specializations/Sub-Plans
If you do not specify a program specialization/sub-plan it will be assumed you are submitting this program for all program specializations/sub-plans.

Pre-Major

Does this Program have a Pre-Major? No

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Wicked Science Certificate

Last Updated: Martin,Andrew William
10/30/2023

Attachments wicked science certificate proposal 20231008.pdf: Proposal

(Program Proposal. Owner: Palazzo,Sarah Rose)

•

New Certificate Wicked Science Letter of Motion SBS Subcommittee.docx: SBS Subcommittee letter to ASCC

(Other Supporting Documentation. Owner: Vankeerbergen,Bernadette Chantal)

•

Wicked Science Certificate ASC Endorsement Letter.doc: Letter from ASC College

(Letter from the College to OAA. Owner: Vankeerbergen,Bernadette Chantal)

•

Comments See updated program proposal (by Palazzo,Sarah Rose on 10/09/2023 10:26 AM)•
See feedback email sent 10-04-2023 (by Steele,Rachel Lea on 10/04/2023 07:43 PM)•

Workflow Information Status User(s) Date/Time Step
Submitted Palazzo,Sarah Rose 08/25/2023 03:51 PM Submitted for Approval
Approved Guatelli-Steinberg,Debra 08/25/2023 04:11 PM Unit Approval

Approved Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 08/29/2023 11:38 AM College Approval

Revision Requested Steele,Rachel Lea 10/04/2023 07:43 PM ASCCAO Approval
Submitted Palazzo,Sarah Rose 10/09/2023 10:26 AM Submitted for Approval
Approved Guatelli-Steinberg,Debra 10/09/2023 11:49 AM Unit Approval

Approved Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 10/09/2023 03:56 PM College Approval

Approved Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 10/30/2023 04:53 PM ASCCAO Approval

Approved Martin,Andrew William 10/30/2023 05:37 PM ASC Approval

Pending Approval
Reed,Kathryn Marie
Greenbaum,Robert
Theodore

10/30/2023 05:37 PM CAA Approval


