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Dear Katie,

Please find attached an Informational Item from History to formalize the use of 9-credit hours
of overlap between the BA/MA in the combined degree program. Prior to this more credit hours
were allowed, but programming has shifted to align with the ODHE requirements.

Please let me know if any questions or concerns arise.

Best,
Lisa

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOOL

Lisa Clouser (Kowalsky)

The Ohio State University

Graduate School

247E University Hall

230 N. Oval Mall, Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-2267 Office

gradsch.osu.edu

Pronouns: she/her/hers
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THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

July 30, 2024

Vice Provost for Academic Programs
Council on Academic Affairs

Office of Academic Affairs

203 Bricker Hall

190 North Oval Mall

Columbus, OH 43210

To the Vice Provost for Academic Programs:

College of Arts and Sciences
Department of History

106 Dulles Hall

230 Annie & John Glenn Ave.
Columbus, OH 43210

614-292-2674 Phone
614-292-2282 Fax

history.osu.edu

This letter serves as an Informational Item regarding a minor revision to the Department of History’s BA/MA
Combined Degree program. This program formerly permitted more than 9 credit hours to be counted
simultaneously toward the requirements for the BA and MA. BA/MA students are now limited to no more than
9 credit hours of overlap between the BA and MA requirements. The purpose of this change is to align the
BA/MA program with the Graduate School’s requirement that no more than 9 credit hours may be

simultaneously counted between the two degree programs.

For additional information, please see the attached Combined BA/MA Dual Degree in History information

sheet from our website.

Sincerely,

But W
Bert Harrill
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies

Department of History
Harrill.5@osu.edu




mailto:Harrill.5@osu.edu



7/30/24, 1:34 PM Combined B.A./M.A. Dual Degree in History | Department of History

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY

(https://osu.edu)

College of Arts and Sciences (https://www.asc.osu.edu)

Department of History (/)

Research (/undergrad/undergrad-research) + Undergrad (/lundergrad) ~ Grad (/graduate) ~ Q
-ourse Info (/course-information) ¥  Careers (/careers) ¥ Events (/fevents) People (/people)

\Mlumni (/alumni) ¥ About (/about) ¥  Give (/igive)

Home (/) / Undergrad (lundergrad) / Future History Majors (/Jundergrad/prospective)
/ Combined B.A./M.A. Dual Degree in History

Combined B.A./M.A. Dual Degree in
History

The Department of History offers a combined, dual degree (BA/MA) program for our undergraduate
majors with outstanding academic records to encourage them to start graduate study before
completing their undergraduate degree. Enrolling in the combined BA/MA program can shorten the
total time to get both bachelor's and master's degrees. Undergraduate majors in History apply for
admission to the program after they have met certain requirements in their undergraduate studies at
OSU.

How is the Undergraduate Course of Study Different
from the Standard History Major?

Students admitted to the program will take up to three courses (9 credits) that will count for both
degrees, speeding time to completion of the M.A. degree. Students admitted to the program spend
Years 1, 2 and 3 in undergraduate courses like their peers; Year 4, however, will be a combination of
undergraduate courses plus graduate courses, followed by full-time graduate study from year 5. Total
time to complete the M.A. degree will take one or more years after the B.A. requirements are
completed, depending largely on specific requirements of the field of study.
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Required courses for the History Major are unchanged, and the degree requirements for the M.A. are
the same as for students who go through the ordinary admission process for the stand-alone M.A.
(thesis and non-thesis options). Note that both B.A. and M.A. programs provide considerable
flexibility and options are available to create highly individualized courses of study.

Once accepted, students will be required to take the following graduate courses (all 3 semester credit
hours unless otherwise noted):

* History 7900 - Colloquium in Historiography and Critical Theory
 If the Thesis Option is taken, then History 6999 —- MA Thesis (3 credit hours, repeatable once, to
total of 6 credit hours)

Program Information

Program Requirements A

What are the Specific Requirements?

The program is designed to give student the flexibility to pursue their own particular interests,
but it also demands that students be independent and take responsibility for designing their
own program of study and research. Here are the requirements each student must fulfill:

 Students must fulfill all of the requirements for the History BA Major, 33 semester credit
hours.

e Students will then be required to complete 30 semester credit hours of graduate coursework
for the MA in addition to the coursework required for the BA.

e Up to 9 hours of graduate coursework can "overlap" and be counted simultaneously toward
the requirements for the BA and MA.

Students fill thie rest of their schedule with electives that coliere around a field of study
specialization:

e These electives might include:
o Other relevant graduate level courses at the 5000-level and higher chosen in consultation
with Adviser from the History Graduate course offerings.
o Up to three graduate-level courses (9 credit hours) from other departments or colleges.
These courses should be approved by the student's advisor and have a direct bearing on
the particular field of endeavor the student wants to pursue.
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Eligibility Information A

Pursuit of undergraduate coursework requires no special application process; students simply
pursue their History B.A. requirements. However, formal admission to the combined program
does require some special arrangements (described below).

As part of that process, students need to demonstrate an ability to do graduate work and must
meet the standard requirements for admission to the M.A. program as well as a significant part
of their History major. These include:

e acumulative GPA in Ohio State University courses of at least 3.5 (B+)

* completion of at least 18 semester hours of history (including courses in which they are
enrolled at the time of application)

e completion of History 2800

e completion of a 4000-level Seminar in History

Application Information A

The student interested in pursuing the combined degree program should first identify and
confer with a faculty member who specializes in the student’s chosen subfield of history at the
earliest opportunity. At a meeting, the student and the faculty member will discuss how to
complete the appropriate coursework, including a 4000-level research seminar, before applying
for the combined degree program. The student needs to secure permission of the faculty
member to serve as the MA advisor.

Late in their second year or early in their third year of undergraduate work, the student will
complete a Preliminary Application (https://history.osu.edu/form/ba-ma-preliminary-
application ) to the combined degree program. This step will serve as an indicator of their
interest to apply formally during their third year and will go to the Director of Graduate Studies
for review. The Director of Graduate Studies will provide additional guidance to the student, if
necessary, prior to submission of a formal application for admission to the M.A. program.

After the Director of Graduate Studies has pre-approved the Preliminary Application, the
student during their third year in the B.A. program will apply officially to the M.A. program in
the University Graduate School through its online application system. Once that application is
submitted, the student will then need to submit the Combined Degree Form on Gradforms. After
that form has our approval, the Graduate School will post the admission decision on the official
MA application.
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BA/MA Combined Program in History — Advising Sheet

Student Name
Field Advisor Name

BA requirements (33 credit hours) fulfilled?
Yes/No:

Coursework (30 credit hours)

Required: Semester Grade Credit
History 7900 (unless met for MA) (3 credit hours)

History 6999 (for thesis option students only) (up to 6 credit hours)

Other elective courses to complete the credit hour requirement:

e Other relevant graduate level courses at the 5000-level and higher chosen in consultation with Adviser from the
History Graduate course offerings.

e Up to three graduate-level courses (9 credit hours) from other departments or colleges. These courses should be
approved by the student's advisor and have a direct bearing on the particular field of endeavor the student
wants to pursue.

e Up to 6 credit hours of History 6193.

e Upto 9 credit hours (3 courses) of graduate coursework can "overlap" and be counted simultaneously toward
the requirements for the BA and MA.

Note:
Students may petition the Director of Graduate Studies for an increased limit in 6999/6193 credit hours if necessary.

The Master’s Examination:

Advisor Name:

Second Examiner Name:

Date:

Decision: Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory
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College of Arts and Sciences
Department of History

106 Dulles Hall

230 Annie & John Glenn Ave.
Columbus, OH 43210

614-292-2674 Phone
614-292-2282 Fax

history.osu.edu

This letter serves as an Informational Item regarding a minor revision to the Department of History’s BA/MA
Combined Degree program. This program formerly permitted more than 9 credit hours to be counted
simultaneously toward the requirements for the BA and MA. BA/MA students are now limited to no more than
9 credit hours of overlap between the BA and MA requirements. The purpose of this change is to align the
BA/MA program with the Graduate School’s requirement that no more than 9 credit hours may be

simultaneously counted between the two degree programs.

For additional information, please see the attached Combined BA/MA Dual Degree in History information

sheet from our website.

Sincerely,

But W
Bert Harrill
Professor and Director of Graduate Studies

Department of History
Harrill.5@osu.edu
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Combined B.A./M.A. Dual Degree in
History

The Department of History offers a combined, dual degree (BA/MA) program for our undergraduate
majors with outstanding academic records to encourage them to start graduate study before
completing their undergraduate degree. Enrolling in the combined BA/MA program can shorten the
total time to get both bachelor's and master's degrees. Undergraduate majors in History apply for
admission to the program after they have met certain requirements in their undergraduate studies at
OSU.

How is the Undergraduate Course of Study Different
from the Standard History Major?

Students admitted to the program will take up to three courses (9 credits) that will count for both
degrees, speeding time to completion of the M.A. degree. Students admitted to the program spend
Years 1, 2 and 3 in undergraduate courses like their peers; Year 4, however, will be a combination of
undergraduate courses plus graduate courses, followed by full-time graduate study from year 5. Total
time to complete the M.A. degree will take one or more years after the B.A. requirements are
completed, depending largely on specific requirements of the field of study.
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Required courses for the History Major are unchanged, and the degree requirements for the M.A. are
the same as for students who go through the ordinary admission process for the stand-alone M.A.
(thesis and non-thesis options). Note that both B.A. and M.A. programs provide considerable
flexibility and options are available to create highly individualized courses of study.

Once accepted, students will be required to take the following graduate courses (all 3 semester credit
hours unless otherwise noted):

* History 7900 - Colloquium in Historiography and Critical Theory
 If the Thesis Option is taken, then History 6999 —- MA Thesis (3 credit hours, repeatable once, to
total of 6 credit hours)

Program Information

Program Requirements A

What are the Specific Requirements?

The program is designed to give student the flexibility to pursue their own particular interests,
but it also demands that students be independent and take responsibility for designing their
own program of study and research. Here are the requirements each student must fulfill:

 Students must fulfill all of the requirements for the History BA Major, 33 semester credit
hours.

e Students will then be required to complete 30 semester credit hours of graduate coursework
for the MA in addition to the coursework required for the BA.

e Up to 9 hours of graduate coursework can "overlap" and be counted simultaneously toward
the requirements for the BA and MA.

Students fill thie rest of their schedule with electives that coliere around a field of study
specialization:

e These electives might include:
o Other relevant graduate level courses at the 5000-level and higher chosen in consultation
with Adviser from the History Graduate course offerings.
o Up to three graduate-level courses (9 credit hours) from other departments or colleges.
These courses should be approved by the student's advisor and have a direct bearing on
the particular field of endeavor the student wants to pursue.
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Eligibility Information A

Pursuit of undergraduate coursework requires no special application process; students simply
pursue their History B.A. requirements. However, formal admission to the combined program
does require some special arrangements (described below).

As part of that process, students need to demonstrate an ability to do graduate work and must
meet the standard requirements for admission to the M.A. program as well as a significant part
of their History major. These include:

e acumulative GPA in Ohio State University courses of at least 3.5 (B+)

* completion of at least 18 semester hours of history (including courses in which they are
enrolled at the time of application)

e completion of History 2800

e completion of a 4000-level Seminar in History

Application Information A

The student interested in pursuing the combined degree program should first identify and
confer with a faculty member who specializes in the student’s chosen subfield of history at the
earliest opportunity. At a meeting, the student and the faculty member will discuss how to
complete the appropriate coursework, including a 4000-level research seminar, before applying
for the combined degree program. The student needs to secure permission of the faculty
member to serve as the MA advisor.

Late in their second year or early in their third year of undergraduate work, the student will
complete a Preliminary Application (https://history.osu.edu/form/ba-ma-preliminary-
application ) to the combined degree program. This step will serve as an indicator of their
interest to apply formally during their third year and will go to the Director of Graduate Studies
for review. The Director of Graduate Studies will provide additional guidance to the student, if
necessary, prior to submission of a formal application for admission to the M.A. program.

After the Director of Graduate Studies has pre-approved the Preliminary Application, the
student during their third year in the B.A. program will apply officially to the M.A. program in
the University Graduate School through its online application system. Once that application is
submitted, the student will then need to submit the Combined Degree Form on Gradforms. After
that form has our approval, the Graduate School will post the admission decision on the official
MA application.
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BA/MA Combined Program in History — Advising Sheet

Student Name
Field Advisor Name

BA requirements (33 credit hours) fulfilled?
Yes/No:

Coursework (30 credit hours)

Required: Semester Grade Credit
History 7900 (unless met for MA) (3 credit hours)

History 6999 (for thesis option students only) (up to 6 credit hours)

Other elective courses to complete the credit hour requirement:

e Other relevant graduate level courses at the 5000-level and higher chosen in consultation with Adviser from the
History Graduate course offerings.

e Up to three graduate-level courses (9 credit hours) from other departments or colleges. These courses should be
approved by the student's advisor and have a direct bearing on the particular field of endeavor the student
wants to pursue.

e Up to 6 credit hours of History 6193.

e Upto 9 credit hours (3 courses) of graduate coursework can "overlap" and be counted simultaneously toward
the requirements for the BA and MA.

Note:
Students may petition the Director of Graduate Studies for an increased limit in 6999/6193 credit hours if necessary.

The Master’s Examination:

Advisor Name:

Second Examiner Name:

Date:

Decision: Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory
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