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Kathryn and Piers:
 
The proposal from the College of Arts and Sciences to establish a Civil Discourse for Citizenship
undergraduate certificate (category 1b) was approved by the Council on Academic Affairs at its
meeting on October 16, 2024. Thank you for attending the meeting to respond to
questions/comments.
 
No additional level of internal review/approval is necessary.  This action will be included in the
Council’s next Annual Activities Report to the University Senate (July 2025).
 
The Office of the University Registrar will work with you on any implementation issues.
 
Please keep a copy of this message for your file on the proposal and I will do the same for the file in
the Office of Academic Affairs.
 
If you have any questions please contact the Chair of the Council, Professor Sue Sutherland (.43), or
me.
 
I wish you success with this important program development.
 
Randy
 

W. Randy Smith, Ph.D.
Vice Provost for Academic Programs
Office of Academic Affairs 

University Square South, 15 E. 15th Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201
614-292-5881 Office
smith.70@osu.edu
Assisted by:
Katie Reed
Executive Assistant
(614) 292-5672
reed.901@osu.edu
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October 6, 2024 

W. Randy Smith, Vice Provost
Council on Academic Affairs
Bricker Hall
CAMPUS

Dear Randy: 

I am pleased to endorse the proposal by the College of Arts and Sciences to create a certificate 
in Civil Discourse for Citizenship, effective Autumn 2024.  The Center for Ethics and Human 
Values will be responsible for overseeing the certificate.  The certificate (Types 1b) is focused 
on current OSU students.  

The proposed curriculum is well designed and addresses critical issues around political 
discourse, which has become increasingly important as political rhetoric becomes more 
divisive recently.  It also aligns closely with the Listen, Learn, Discuss initiative, which the 
director of the center was involved in.  The certificate should be of interest to students across 
the university.   The certificate does not duplicate any other currently offered at Ohio State.  It 
has the full support of the College of Arts and Sciences. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew W. Martin 
Associated Dean for Undergraduate Education 
Professor, Department of Sociology 

College of Arts and Sciences 

Office of the Associate  
and Assistant Deans 

114 University Hall 
230 North Oval Mall 

Columbus, OH 43210 

614-292-1667  Phone
asc.osu.edu 



Chair, Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee 

September 18, 2024 

Dear Chair and Members of the Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committee: 

On August 26, 2024, the Social and Behavioral Sciences Subcommittee reviewed a request from 
the Center for Ethics and Human Values to approve their new undergraduate certificate in Civil 
Discourse for Citizenship. 

This interdisciplinary certificate “provides an opportunity for students from any major to study 
the principles, aims, and value of civil discourse while also building the skills for engaging in it. 
The purpose of this program is to help future professionals and citizens appreciate civic values so 
they can contribute to the creation of inclusive, tolerant communities that recognize the 
importance of free speech and open dialogue across differences” The certificate requires 12 
credits of coursework, including one required core course and 9 credits of electives from an 
approved list.  

The SBS Subcommittee voted unanimously to approve this request with contingencies, which 
have since been satisfied, and the proposal is now advanced to the ASCC with a motion to 
approve. 

Sincerely, 

Amy Nathanson 
Professor of Communication 

Chair, ASCC Social and Behavioral Sciences Subcommittee  
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Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Curriculum
College of Arts and Sciences
114F University Hall, 230 North Oval Mall.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
http://asccas.osu.edu



We concur

Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Curriculum
College of Arts and Sciences
114F University Hall, 230 North Oval Mall.
Columbus, OH 43210
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Duane T. Wegener (he/him/his)
College of Arts and Sciences Distinguished Professor of Psychology
Chair, Department of Psychology
Psychology Building, Room 225A, 1835 Neil Avenue, Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-3038 Office
wegener.1@osu.edu
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Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Curriculum
College of Arts and Sciences
114F University Hall, 230 North Oval Mall.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
http://asccas.osu.edu
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Keely L. Croxton, PhD
Prof. of Logistics
Associate Dean of Undergraduate Programs
Fisher College of Business
croxton.4@osu.edu
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Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Curriculum
College of Arts and Sciences
114F University Hall, 230 North Oval Mall.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
http://asccas.osu.edu
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Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Curriculum
College of Arts and Sciences
114F University Hall, 230 North Oval Mall.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
http://asccas.osu.edu
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Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Curriculum
College of Arts and Sciences
114F University Hall, 230 North Oval Mall.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
http://asccas.osu.edu
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Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Curriculum
College of Arts and Sciences
114F University Hall, 230 North Oval Mall.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
http://asccas.osu.edu
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Robert T. Greenbaum
Associate Vice Provost for Academic Programs
Office of Academic Affairs
Professor, Associate Dean for Curriculum 
John Glenn College of Public Affairs
350E Page Hall, 1810 College Road, Columbus, OH 43210
614-292-9578 Office / 614-292-2548 Fax
greenbaum.3@osu.edu

Pronouns: he/him/his
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Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Curriculum
College of Arts and Sciences
114F University Hall, 230 North Oval Mall.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
http://asccas.osu.edu
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Bernadette Vankeerbergen, Ph.D.
Assistant Dean, Curriculum
College of Arts and Sciences
114F University Hall, 230 North Oval Mall.
Columbus, OH 43210
Phone: 614-688-5679
http://asccas.osu.edu







ASC Certificate Advising Sheet 

The Ohio State University 
Arts and Sciences 

Credit hours required 12 

Overlap with courses in degree

Max overlap with courses in a major, minor,
other

Grades required

Minimum C- for a course to be counted on the
certificate.

Minimum 2.00 cumulative GPA for all
certificate course work. (3.00 for a graduate
certificate)

X193 credits Not permitted. 

Approval required  certificat  

Consult with Advisor 

For filing deadlines.
For changes or exceptions to a certificate plan.
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Credit Hour Explanation

Program Learning Goals
Note: these are required for all undergraduate degree programs and majors now, and will be required for all graduate and professional degree programs in
2012. Nonetheless, all programs are encouraged to complete these now.

Assessment
Assessment plan includes student learning goals, how those goals are evaluated, and how the information collected is used to improve student learning. An
assessment plan is required for undergraduate majors and degrees. Graduate and professional degree programs are encouraged to complete this now, but will
not be required to do so until 2012.

Is this a degree program (undergraduate, graduate, or professional) or major proposal? No

Program Specializations/Sub-Plans
If you do not specify a program specialization/sub-plan it will be assumed you are submitting this program for all program specializations/sub-plans.

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Civil Discourse for Citizenship

Last Updated: Martin,Andrew William
10/07/2024

Fiscal Unit/Academic Org ASC Administration - D4350
Administering College/Academic Group Arts and Sciences
Co-adminstering College/Academic Group
Semester Conversion Designation New Program/Plan
Proposed Program/Plan Name Civil Discourse for Citizenship
Type of Program/Plan Undergraduate certificate program
Program/Plan Code Abbreviation
Proposed Degree Title

Program credit hour requirements A) Number of credit hours
in current program (Quarter

credit hours)

B) Calculated result for
2/3rds of current (Semester

credit hours)

C) Number of credit hours
required for proposed

program (Semester credit
hours)

D) Change in credit hours

Total minimum credit hours required for
completion of program 12

Required credit hours
offered by the unit Minimum

Maximum

Required credit hours
offered outside of the unit Minimum

Maximum

Required prerequisite credit
hours not included above Minimum

Maximum

Program Learning Goals 1.Define civil discourse, distinguishing it from other forms of dialogue and political speech, including

protests/demonstrations, negotiations, persuasion, and debate, and explain its role in democratic societies.

•

2. Explain challenges to civil discourse that arise from various factors including material, social, political,

psychological, and economic conditions.

•

3. Apply the skills necessary for engaging in civil discourse (i.e., effectively communicating across differences to

foster better understanding) in different contexts.

•
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Pre-Major

Does this Program have a Pre-Major? No

Status: PENDING PROGRAM REQUEST
Civil Discourse for Citizenship

Last Updated: Martin,Andrew William
10/07/2024

Attachments CD for Citizenship Certificate Proposal_Final 6.25.24 (002).pdf: CD for Citizenship Certificate Proposal

(Program Proposal. Owner: Hanlin,Deborah Kay)

•

CD Cert Proposal_Revised Sept. 2024.pdf: CD Cert Proposal Revised

(Program Proposal. Owner: Hanlin,Deborah Kay)

•

CD for Citizenship Certificate Proposal_Revised 9.11.2024.pdf: CD for Citizenship Cert Proposal Final

(Program Proposal. Owner: Neff,Jennifer)

•

Civil Discourse for Citizenship Letter of Motion.pdf: Letter SBS subcommittee to ASCC

(Other Supporting Documentation. Owner: Vankeerbergen,Bernadette Chantal)

•

Civil Discourse for Citizenship Certificate ASC Endorsement Letter.doc: Letter of support from the College

(Letter from the College to OAA. Owner: Vankeerbergen,Bernadette Chantal)

•

Comments See email sent by Jennifer (by Vankeerbergen,Bernadette Chantal on 09/03/2024 04:27 PM)•

Workflow Information Status User(s) Date/Time Step
Submitted Hanlin,Deborah Kay 06/28/2024 08:05 AM Submitted for Approval

Revision Requested Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 09/03/2024 04:27 PM Unit Approval

Submitted Hanlin,Deborah Kay 09/13/2024 09:48 AM Submitted for Approval

Approved Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 09/13/2024 10:14 AM Unit Approval

Approved Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 09/13/2024 10:14 AM College Approval

Approved Vankeerbergen,Bernadet
te Chantal 10/07/2024 04:44 PM ASCCAO Approval

Approved Martin,Andrew William 10/07/2024 04:57 PM ASC Approval

Pending Approval

Reed,Kathryn Marie
Johnson,Jay Vinton
Greenbaum,Robert
Theodore

10/07/2024 04:57 PM CAA Approval


