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University Comparisons 
 

A key benefit of collaborating with Gallup was the opportunity to compare Ohio State alumni to alumni from other 
types of universities. University comparison groups were drawn from the 2014 Gallup-Purdue Index national 
sample. The following comparison groups were identified: 
 

• Other Big Ten Alumni 
• Other Very High Research Universities (Carnegie Classification RU/VH) 
• Gallup-Purdue Index National Average 

 
The table on the next page provides percentages of alumni who responded positively to each of these questions for 
Ohio State (n = 8,001) and the university comparison groups (ns > 1,500 ). All analyses involving the Gallup-Purdue 
Index national sample were performed by Gallup in order to maintain the confidentiality of the individuals and 
specific universities represented in the national sample. The data for Ohio State alumni were removed from the 
national sample before analyses were performed. Because the metrics for attachment, support, and experiential 
learning were scored differently for these analyses and the analyses presented in reports authored by Gallup, 
statistical significance tests were not performed.  
 
Work and Life Experiences 
 
Life outcomes for Ohio State alumni were almost uniformly more positive for Ohio State alumni relative to all three 
comparison groups. They were comparable to other Big Ten graduates in terms of engagement at work, but were 
more likely to be engaged than graduates from other very high research universities or nationally. They were also 
more likely to report thriving in each of the five elements of well-being and to be thriving in all five of the elements.  
 
Evaluations of Ohio State 
 
Preparation for Life. Overall, Ohio State alumni were more likely to agree that their university prepared them well 
for life outside of college than graduates in any of the comparison groups. 
 
Attachment. Relative to all three comparison groups, Buckeyes were more likely to report that their university was 
the perfect school for people like them and to say that they can’t imagine a world without their university. 
 
Support. Buckeyes were less likely to agree that their professors cared about them as individuals relative to 
graduates of other very high research universities and nationally. However, Buckeyes and graduates from other 
universities were equally likely to agree that they had at least one professor who made them excited about learning. 
 
Experiential Learning. Ohio State graduates were more likely to agree that they had an internship or job that 
allowed them to apply what they were learning compared to alumni from other Big Ten universities; results were 
comparable for graduates of other very high research universities and nationally. Ohio State alumni were less likely 
to agree that they worked on a project that took a semester or more to complete relative to all three comparison 
groups. Ohio State graduates were comparable to graduates from other Big Ten universities and nationally in terms 
of agreeing that they were extremely active in extracurricular activities and organizations, but somewhat more likely 
to agree compared to graduates of other very high research universities. 
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Engagement, Thriving, and Positive Evaluations of Ohio State Alumni vs. Alumni from Other Types of Universities 
(Graduated from 1970-2014) 

  % Positive 

The Ohio 
State 

University 

Other Big 
Ten 

Universities 

Other Very 
High 

Research 
Universities 

Gallup-
Purdue 
Index 

National 
Average 

Work and Life Experiences  

Engaged at Work 44 42 37 38 
Thriving in Purpose Well-Being 59 49 49 49 
Thriving in Social Well-Being 53 46 47 47 
Thriving in Financial Well-Being 50 42 40 38 
Thriving in Community Well-Being 51 44 44 44 
Thriving in Physical Well-Being 40 33 35 33 
Thriving in Thriving in all Five Elements of Well-Being 14 10 10 9 
Preparation for Life         

[My university] prepared me well for life outside of college. 73 64 65 63 

Alumni Attachment         

[My university] was the perfect school for people like me. 77 67 65 66 
I can't imagine a world without [my university]. 72 54 44 43 
Agreed with both attachment questions 63 44 35 35 

Emotional Support         

My professors at [my university] cared about me as a person. 47 42 56 59 

I had at least one professor at [my university] who made me 
excited about learning. 

87 85 87 87 

While attending [my university] as an undergraduate, I had a 
mentor who encouraged me to pursue my goals and dreams. 

34 33 41 43 

Agreed with all three support questions 24 23 32 33 

Experiential Learning         

While attending [my university], I had an internship or job 
that allowed me to apply what I was learning in the classroom. 

52 48 51 50 

While attending [my university], I worked on a project that 
took a semester or more to complete. 

37 47 53 51 

I was extremely active in extracurricular activities and 
organizations while attending [my university]. 

39 38 36 37 

Agreed with all three experiential learning questions. 13 12 12 13 
a Not included in Gallup's statistical significance tests 

Red bold text = Recent graduates were significantly more likely than earlier graduates to respond positively 
Green bold text = Recent graduates were significantly less likely than earlier graduates to respond positively 

 


